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13,500 left hospital without treatment in two months
ment, the order and priority
of emergency transport, or
the transport destination for
the patient.

“Patients that choose to
leave before receiving treat-
ment, in an emergency de-
partment, do so for a variety
of reasons, including receiv-
i n g tr e at m e n t el  se w h e re ,
their issue being resolved,
wait times, and an improve-
ment in condition.”

The HSE said high figures
in central Dublin were partly
due to higher rates of depri-
vation and addiction and “co-
morbidity challenges”.

a l s  in  Du  bl  in  :  Cr  um  l i  n , 
Temple Street, and Tallaght.

The HSE said: “Due to the
unplanned nature of patient
attendance, the department
must provide initial treat-
ment for a broad spectrum of
illnesses and injuries, some
o f  w h  i c h  m a y  b e  l i f e -
threatening and require im-
mediate attention.

“Triage is the process of
determining the priority of
patients’ treatments, based
on the severity of their condi-
tion. Triage may result in de-
t e r m i n i n g th  e or  de  r an  d
priority of emergency treat-

h o s p i t a l s  wa  s  5 . 7%  ,  ju  st 
below the national average.

In Cork, 206 people left the
A&E of the Mercy University
Hospital in January, without
b e i n g me  di  ca  ll  y cl  ea  re  d. 
That was 7% of the number
o f pa t i e n t s se  ek  in  g tr e at -
ment. Altogether, during the
year, 72,000 patients pres-
ented at an emergency de-
partment and were then clas-
sified as ‘did not wait’, the
figures, released under FOI,
show.

O f th  at  , 3 , 42  0 ha  d be  en 
seeking treatment at one of
the three children’s hospit-

not waits’ in January was
1 , 2 9 2 ,  up  to  19  .8  % of  th  e
national total. So, one in five
people who presented at the
Mater Hospital did not stay
for their treatment.

Very high rates for ‘did not
waits’ were also recorded at
T a l l a g h t  (1  7 . 8%  )  an  d  St 
James’ Hospital (16.6%) in
January. Outside of Dublin,
the highest number of pa-
tients who left early was rec-
orded at University Hospital
Limerick (341) and Our Lady
o f Lo  ur  de  s,  in  Dr  og  he  da 
(307). However, the ‘did not
w a i t ’  pe  rc  en  ta  ge  at  bo  th 

December, when 7,055 people
— or 6.3% of all patients pres-
enting — went home without
formal discharge from hospi-
tal. There has been a steady
rise in the percentage of pa-
tients not waiting for emerg-
ency treatment, from 4.8% in
J a n u a r y , 20  17  , to  6%  an  d
above in the two most recent
months for which figures are
available.

The number of patients
abandoning their ED visit
was highest in three Dublin
h o s p i t a l s :  th  e  Ma  te  r ,  St 
James, and Tallaght. At the
Mater, the number of ‘did

months include 859 children,
w h o s e pa  re n t s to  ok  th  em 
home without medical treat-
ment. The HSE said there
were a variety of reasons
why patients might leave an
emergency department, not
only wait times. However,
the numbers leaving without
care have climbed just as
wa i t i n g li  st  s in  ho  sp  it  al  s
have reached their highest
levels.

In January, 6,499 people
were classif ied as ‘did not
wa i t s ’ , co  mp  ar e d to  4 , 77  7
people in the same month in
2017. The figure was worse in

Ken Foxe

T h e  nu  mb  er  of  pa  t i  en  ts 
walking out of emergency
departments (ED) without
being formally discharged
has reached record levels.

Some 13,500 people aban-
doned their visit to the ED in
J a n u a r y of  20  18  an  d De  -
cember of 2017. One in 16 pa-
tients who arrived seeking
emergency medical care left
w i t h o u t it  ,  fr  us  tr  at  ed  by
lengthy queues, and either
we n t el  se w h e re fo r tr e at -
ment or went home.

The figures for those two

Pro-choice
campaign
mobilises
volunteers
■ Thousands will go door-to-door
to urge voters to repeal Eighth
Juno McEnroe
Political Correspondent

The yes movement in the
abortion referendum expects
thousands of volunteers to
help its door-to-door cam-
paign. It will also heavily
campaign on social media.

The Together for Yes cam-
p a i g n  w i l l  o f  f  i c  i a  l l y  b e 
launched later this week, as
the Dáil also debates plans to
repeal the Eighth Amend-
ment of the Constitution and
liberalise access to abortion
in Ireland.

J o i n t  To g e t h e r fo  r Ye s
campaign leader Orla O’Con-
nor, director of the National
Women’s Council, told the
Irish Examiner that a key
focus would be explaining
women’s experiences.

“What we will be launch-
ing will be the largest civil
society campaign to come to-
gether to advocate for abor-
tion services in Ireland,” she
said. “It is a campaign repre-
senting all sections of society
and we are going to be taking
it, over the next few weeks,
to every town, village, and
c o m m u n i t y an  d tr  yi  ng  to 
have as many conversations
as we can with people about
the need to provide abortion
in Ireland.”

M s  O ’ Co  nn  or  sa  id  th  e
movement would be doing
door-to-door canvassing and
that there were thousands of
people involved in every area
of the country.

There will also be regional
launches.

T h e na  ti  on  al  um  br  el  la 
group will be a joint cam-
paign, led by the National
Women’s Council, the Coali-
tion to Repeal the Eighth
Amendment, and the Abor-
tion Rights Campaign, and
will be a broad-based, civil
society movement.

The campaign group has
taken office space in Dublin
city, appointed a director,
Deirdre Duffy, as well as a
h e a d of  co  mm  un  ic  at i o n s ,
Amy Rose Harte.

“The more conversations
we ha  ve wi  th  pe  op  le  , th  e
more people are provided
with the evidence, with the
f a c t s  th  at  re  a l  ly  do  pu  t
w o m e n ’ s  n e e d s  at  t  h e
centre,” said Ms O’Connor.

“So, it is about trying to
h a v e  as  m a  ny  o f  t h  o s  e

c o n ve r s at i o n s as  we ca  n, 
over the next 10 weeks.”

T h e ‘y  es  ’  ca  mp  ai  gn  in  -
tends to drive a largescale
online message through so-
cial media, as well utilising
re g i o n a l ne w s p a p e r s an  d
radio. This includes using
F a c e b oo k , Tw  it t e r , In  st a -
gram, and Snapchat during
t h e  c a  mp  a i gn  ,  sa  id  Ms 
O’Connor.

“We will be hitting it on all
fronts,” she said.

The group says it hopes to
raise €500,000 after launch-
ing later this week.

“It is going to be all down
to volunteers and fundrais-
i n g , ” sa  id  Ms  O ’ Co  nn  or  ,
st  re  ss  in  g th  at  pe  rs  on  -t  o- 
person conversations would
be a key strategy, as opposed
to postering or billboards.

“It will be about remind-
ing people what is the reality
of the situation, the reality
of women bei ng for ced to
t r a ve l , an  d th  e re a l i t y of 
being on your own in your
bedroom, taking the abor-
tion pill and being very un-
sure about who to tell and
not being able to go to your
doctor.”

The group also intends to
approach all political par-
ties.

This week, the Dáil will
continue to debate the refer-
endum, its wording, as well
as issues around Govern-
ment proposals to allow un-
restricted abortion up to the
12th week of pregnancy.

D á i l  ti  me  ha  s be  en  se  t
aside, over three days, for de-
bate, including up to mid-
night tomorrow. The latest
p o l l , ta  ke n th  is  we e ke n d ,
shows that support for abor-
tion up to the 12th week of
pregnancy, in the event of re-
peal, stands at 55%, with 45%
ag ainst, when undecideds
are removed.

Editorial: 10

Orla O’Connor: Reality of women
being forced to travel.

Breast cancer patients may be
spared side-effects of chemo

will be tested in more ad-
vanced breast cancer models
in the laboratory, helping to
fine-tune it for possible pa-
tient trials at a later date.

Funds raised for the Irish
Cancer Society’s Daf fodil
Day this Friday will help it to
fund this and its many other
projects. It has spent €25m
o n ca  nc  er  re s e a r ch si  nc  e
2010 and more than 100 re-
s e a r c h e r s  ar  e  cu  r r  en  t l  y
being funded.

Donations can be made on-
line at cancer.ie/daffodilday
or by texting ‘Daff’ to 50300.

The Irish Cancer Society
will receive at least €3.60 of
the €4 billed to those who
send a text.

Niall Murray

Patients with an aggressive
form of breast cancer could
b e  sp  ar  ed  un  ne  ce  ss  ar  y
ch e m o t h e r a p y , th  an  ks  to 
Irish research.

Researchers at the Royal
College of Surgeons in Ire-
land hope their work, which
is at an early stage, could en-
a b l e wo m e n wh  o ar  e un  -
li  ke l y to  re  sp  on  d we l l  to 
chemotherapy to avoid its
side effects.

Led by PhD student Fe-
d e r i c o Lu  ca  nt  on  i,  wh  o is 
funded by the Irish Cancer
Soci ety, the research has
identif ied a mathematical
formula to predict the effec-

tiveness of chemotherapy
on cells with triple-negative
breast cancer.

This type of breast cancer
is diagnosed in more than 250
people in Ireland each year,
i s  mo  re  co  mm  on  am  on  g
younger women, and is diffi-
cult to treat.

Using this formula, the
RCSI team now predicts that
these cells may respond to a
new drug already being used
to treat some leukaemia pa-
tients.

W h i l e ch e m o t h e r a p y is 
currently the only form of
drug treatment available to
triple-negative breast cancer
p a t i e n t s ,  so  me  pa  t i  en  ts 
suf fer side-ef fects without

any of the desired outcomes.
“We hope that, if success-

ful in further testing, our re-
search may one day allow
doctors to give women more
tailored and effective treat-
ments, and spare the harsh
side-effects of chemotherapy
in women who are unlikely
to respond well to it,” said
RCSI professor of physiology
Jochen Prehn.

Prof Prehn is supervising
Mr Lucantoni’s research and
i s di  re  ct  or  of  th  e RC  SI  ’s 
Centre for Systems Medi-
cine.

Following recent publi-
cation of the findings, in Na-
ture’s ‘Cell Death and Dis-
ease’ journal, the formula

UK must
agree on
border
deal
Juno McEnroe
Political Correspondent

Tánaiste Simon Coveney is
expected to warn today the
Brexit negotiations cannot
move on unless Britain signs
off this week on the backstop
deal to ensure there is no
hard border when it leaves
the EU.

The EU and Britain are
still divided on the conten-
tious issue of the North but
progress is needed if talks
are to move ahead on a Bre-
xit transition deal and a fu-
ture trade agreement.

Mr Coveney will meet EU
B r e x i t ne  go  ti  at  or  Mi  ch  el 
Barnier in Brussels today.
This follows intense negoti-
ations last week between the
EU and British sides, ahead
of a leaders summit later this
week.

Britain needs the crucial
transition deal, to soften any
blows to business and allow
a smooth exit by December
2020 or preferably beyond
t h i s EU  de  ad  li  ne  . Fu  tu  re
trade talks are also a key de-
mand.

This all hangs on agreeing
to the draft December with-
d r a w a l  tr  ea  ty  ,  wh  ic  h in  -
cluded the backstop clause to
guarantee there would be no
n e w bo  rd  er  in  th  e No  rt  h
even with a disorderly Bre-
xit.

EU officials have signalled
that without agreement on
withdrawal, there will be no
transition agreement, a posi-
tion which will be decided by
EU leaders, including Taoi-
seach Leo Varadkar, at the
summit in Brussels on Fri-
day.

The Irish Examiner under-
stands no changes have been
made to the December with-
drawal text. However, Ire-
land is seeking an incentive
c l a u s e  in  th  e  ne  w tr  ad  e
framework which would see
it changed if Britain agreed
to stay in the single market
and customs union.

Ms Murphy added: “This
kind of behind-the-scenes
political intercession reeks
of clientelism. Rather than
putting the matter to rest, Mr
Varadkar’s latest version of
events raises more questions
that must be answered.

“Was the minister’s email
to the head of Fáilte Ireland
decisive in the agency’s deci-
sion to subsequently make a
submission objecting to the
windfarm?”

S h e sa  id  th  e sa  ga  hi  gh  -
lighted a need for transpar-
ency in relation to planning.

exactly what I did.”
T h e Su  nd  ay  Ti  me  s  ha  s

also reported that Mr Varad-
k a r pa  ss  ed  a se  pa  ra t e re -
q u e s  t  fr  om  Mr  Tr  um  p ’ s
hotel, for state aid in footing
a €1m storm damage bill in
early 2014, to another min-
ister. Opposition parties are
set to raise the planning de-
bacle in the Dail this week.

S o c i a l  De  mo  cr  a t s  co  -
leader Catherine Murphy
said there was grave concern
about Mr Varadkar’s med-
dling in planning, at the be-
hest of Donald Trump.

s u b s e q u e n t l y ob  je  ct  ed  to 
windfarms in west Clare. In
late 2014, the council refused
p e r m i s s i o n fo  r th  e wi  nd  -
farm. Mr Varadkar has de-
fended his actions, saying
they were “entirely within
procedure”.

“I did what was entirely
appropriate, which was to
pass on those concerns to the
relevant statutory agency,
and I did so in writing,” he
said. “That’s what any tour-
ism minister should do. If an
investor raises an issue, you
should pass it on and that’s

Mr Varadkar is under fire
after his admission in the US
last week that he called the
council, when he was min-
ister for tourism, after Mr
T r u mp co mp lained ab out
the windfarm plans close to
his Doonbeg golf resort.

A s mi  ni  st  er  ,  Va r a d k a r
emailed Failte Ireland’s CEO
in early 2014, asking the state
agency under his remit to
“review the planning appli-
cations” for Clare.

I n a su  bm  is  si  on  to  th  e
council, noting the Doonbeg
resort, the tourism agency

Juno McEnroe
Political Correspondent

Taoiseach Leo Varadkar’s in-
tervention in the planning
process for a windfarm, at
the behest of Donald Trump,
has triggered claims that the
move reeks of “clientelism”.

T h e co  nt  ro  ve r s y is  ex  -
pected to be raised in the Dáil
t h i s we  ek  an  d wi  nd  fa  rm 
developer Michael Clohessy
— wh  os  e pr  oj  ec  t  wa  s re  -
jected by Clare County Coun-
cil — says he may consider
legal action.

Varadkar windfarm move ‘reeks of clientelism’

Gardaí at the scene of the fatal stabbing at Shannon Knights pub,
Shannon, yesterday morning. Picture: Eamon Ward

CCTV examined after
fatal nightclub stabbing

An autopsy took place on
Sunday, said Supt Galvin.

He said: “The post-mortem
will determine the course of
the investigation.”

The scene at Shannon was
p re s e r ve d fo r a te  ch n i c a l
examination.

A s pa  r t  of  th  e  in  ve  st  i - 
gation, gardaí in Shannon
are appealing for witnesses
o r  a n  yo  ne  w i t h  an  y  in  -
formation and, in particular,
would like to speak to any-
one who was in the Shannon
Knights nightclub on March
1 7 / 1 8 to  co  nt  ac  t  th  em  in 
Shannon on 061 365900.

town centre as well.
He said gardaí knew which

part of the nightclub the al-
tercation took place in but
did not want to say where for
operational reasons.

Supt Galvin said the gar-
daí believed the deceased
man and the man in custody
knew each other.

H e  sa  id  :  “T  he  in  ve  st  i - 
gation will confirm that and
h o w mu  ch  th  ey  we  re  ac  -
quainted with each other.”

T h e su  pe  ri  nt  en  de  nt  de  -
clined to say if a knife had
b e e n re  co  ve r e d fr  om  th  e
scene.

He had turned 23 last month.
The injuries suf fered by

t h e se  co  nd  ma  n we r e de  -
scribed as non-life threaten-
ing and he remains in hospi-
tal.

A 19-year-old man from
Limerick city was arrested
by ga  rd  aí  fr  om  Sh  an  no  n
St  at i o n in  re l at i o n to  th  e
fatal stabbing.

H e wa s de  ta  in  ed  un  de  r
Se  ct  io n 4 of  th  e Cr  im  in a l
Justice Act, which allows for
24 hours’ detention, exclud-
ing rest breaks.

Members of the garda con-
ducted a forensic examin-
ation at the venue, which
had been sealed off.

Commenting on the inves-
tigation, Supt John Galvin
said that gardaí were exam-
ining CCTV footage from in-
side the nightclub.

He said the footage could
be vital in the investigation.

“We are hoping that it will
be of benefit to us but until
we actually see it and ana-
lyse it, we won’t know,” he
said.

Supt Galvin said that gar-
d a í  wi  l l  al  so  be  vi  ew  in  g
CCTV footage from Shannon

Cormac O’Keeffe
and Gordon Deegan
G a r d a í in  ve s t i g a t i n g th  e
fatal stabbing of a Limerick
man at a Shannon nightclub
believe CCTV footage could
be vital in their inquiries.

The deceased was named
loc ally as Ja mie Hig gins,
ag ed 23, from Mungret in
Limerick city.

He was one of a group of
men from Limerick attend-
ing the Clare venue on Satur-
day night.

A second man, ag ed 22,
also received stab injuries
after violence erupted in the
Shannon Knights club in the
early hours of Sunday morn-
ing.

Staf f aler ted gardaí and
emergency services just be-
fore 2am, saying there had
been a stabbing.

When gardaí arrived, the
two injured men were lying
on the floor of the club. Am-
bulance staff conducted CPR
and the two men were taken
to hospital.

M r  H i gg  in  s  w a s  p r o - 
nounced dead at University
Hospital Limerick at 3.35am.

Fear of court action delay
to Bandon drainage works

o n so  me  ot  he  r do  cu  me  n- 
tation.

Plunkett Taaffe, solicitor
for Rivus Ltd, said there was
some “anxiety” and pressure
in relation to the hearing as
the works were cur rently
s u s p e n d e d on  th  e pr o j e c t
until May 1 for the fishing
s e a s o n  an  d  th  er  e  wa  s  a
worry that a further delay
could be caused by the court
proceedings.

Mr Taaf fe also said that
the document that had not
been produced on the first
day of the hearing, that was
s o u g h t by th  e co  ur  t,  ha  d
b e e n a pr o s e c u t i o n do  cu  -
ment.

“There is serious pressure
in relation to this,” said Mr
Taaffe.

Judge Dorgan said there
were two things that were
key to the case — flooding in
Bandon and the fish in the
river.

She adjourned the matter
until next Friday, March 23,
when it is hoped a date will
be set for the remainder of
the hearing.

ing heard the prosecution
case.

This case included alle-
gations that as many as 400
fish may have been killed in
the incident, although the ac-
tual figure and the circum-
stances of the incident were
contested.

T h e  h e a r i n  g  w a s  a d  -
journed when Judge Mary
Dorgan said that she needed
m a t e r i a l  re  la  t i  ng  to  th  e
contract for the project and,
m o re sp  ec  if  ic  a l ly  , th  e el  -
ement of the contract in re-
lation to fish and maintain-
ing fish in the river during
the works.

The works were described
by one witness as one of the
biggest jobs of its kind cur-
rently being undertaken in
Europe.

At Bandon District Court
last week, Judge Dorgan was
told that while more docu-
mentation had been handed
in to court — including the
entire Environmental Im-
pact Statement relating to
the drainage project — there
still needed to be agreement

Noel Baker

A court has heard concerns
that major drainage works
on the Bandon River could
be delayed unless an action
brought by Inland Fisheries
Ireland against three con-
tractors on the project is re-
solved.

Looby Partners Water Ser-
v ic e s Lt  d,  Ri  vu  s Lt  d,  an  d
Wi l l s Br  os  Lt  d ar  e be  in  g
prosecuted by Inland Fisher-
ies Ireland (IFI) over an al-
leg ed incident on May 10,
2 0 1 7 , du  ri  ng  wo r k on  th  e
Bandon flood relief scheme
in Co Cork.

All three companies face
t w o  ch  ar  g e  s  u n  d e  r  t h  e
Fisheries (Consolidation)
Act 1959 as amended, of in-
j u r i n g  or  d i s t u r b i ng  a
spawning bed, a bank of shal-
low where the spawn or fry
of salmon, trout, or eels may
be, and of injuring or dis-
turbing the spawn or fry of
salmon, trout, or eels.

The three defendants are
contesting the charges.

The first day of the hear-

Gardaí appeal over
missing teenager

Elisha Gault is missing from her
home in Clonmel.

Gardaí in Clonmel, Co
Tipperary, are appealing for
the public’s help in tracing a
14-year-old girl who has been
missing since St Patrick’s Day.
Elisha Gault was last seen at
her home in Carrick-on-Suir at
around 10pm on March 17.
She is described as 5ft 10in to
6ft tall with blue eyes and dyed
blonde hair.
Her family and gardaí are very
concerned for Elisha and are
appealing for anyone who has
seen her or can assist in
locating her to contact Clonmel
Garda Station 052 617 7640,
the Garda Confidential Line at
1800 666 111, or any Garda
station.

Foreign affairs talks
on Ukraine, Syria
The EU Foreign Affairs Council
will today discuss the situation
in Ukraine, as well as develop-
ments in Syria and Iran, and
attend an informal lunch with
the foreign minister of the
Republic of Korea.
Tánaiste and Foreign Affairs
and Trade Minister Simon
Coveney said ministers will
also have the opportunity to
discuss the recent nerve agent
attack in Salisbury.
“Ireland fully supports the UK’s
efforts to ensure the perpetra-
tors of this heinous crime can
be held accountable. All EU
member states are in complete
solidarity with the UK on this
issue, which will be discussed
at the European Council later
this week,” he said.

Crisis in numbers of
GPs, says Shortall
Social Democrats co-leader
Róisín Shortall TD has strongly
criticised the Government over
a “crisis” in the numbers of
general practice doctors.
“Overall the main problem is
that there is little confidence in
the Government’s commitment
to reform of the health service.
“This is the main reason for the
haemorrhage of our highly
trained medical staff where
many are voting with their feet
and emigrating,” she said.

Garda appeal again
on Mary Boyle
Gardaí have made a renewed
appeal for information on
one of the country’s longest
missing persons cases, on
the 41th anniversary of her
disappearance.
Schoolgirl Mary Boyle disap-
peared on this day in 1977 from
Cashelard, Ballyshannon, C0
Donegal, aged six.
The Garda investigation re-
mains live and ongoing.
Gardaí say they are requesting
anyone who has “tangible
evidence” to help advance the
investigation to please come
forward”. Gardaí can be
contacted at Ballyshannon
Garda Station on 071 985 8530
or the Garda Confidential Line,
1800 666 111.

Pope and Rosser
launch Kinsale 7s
Rugby pundit Brent Pope and
Irish international women’s
player Tania Rosser helped
launch the 30th-anniversary
Heineken Kinsale 7s at a recep-
tion at the Macdonald Kinsale
Hotel.
More than 8,000 visitors are
expected in Kinsale over the
May bank holiday weekend
for Ireland’s largest rugby 7s
tournament.
This year’s charity partner is St
Gabriel’s School in Bishop-
stown, Cork, a special school
for pupils aged four to 18 years
with intellectual disability and
additional medical conditions.
Funds raised at the Heineken
Kinsale 7s will contribute to rec-
reational and sports facilities.

Irish rugby player Tania Rosser
launched the Kinsale 7s.

Second annual
Music Cork event
Major players in the music
industry are again set to
descend on Cork for a three-
day event incorporating live
shows and talks on issues
facing the sector.
The second annual Music Cork
event will take place in the
Clayton Hotel, Cork Opera
House, and venues across the
city from April 25 to 27.
Speakers lined up to share
their experiences of signing
artists and cutting record deals
include artist and repertoire
heads at a number of major
record labels.

Trail blazers

Athletes Dominic McInerney, Mark King, and Jackie Toal clamber over a stile as they compete in the Slí Gaeltacht Mhúscraí Ultra trail race on
St Patrick’s Day. The 70km route from Kealkill, on to Gougane Barra, and finishing at Millstreet, is a section within Co Cork of the 500km
Beara-Breifne Way, much of the course consisting of open mountain terrain, forest trails, and country roads. Picture: Valerie O’Sullivan
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Everything turns out Grand in the end

commitment and hard work
combined with creativity
and flair will inspire count-
less young people to take up
sport and seek to challenge
themselves.”

Mr Varadkar said that the
victory was all the more
special given the Grand Slam
was secured on St Patrick’s
Day.

“They showed great skill
and determination, not only
in tough conditions, but
throughout the whole tour-
nament to become cham-
pions” said Mr Varadkar.
“They have set an impres-
sive example of what can be
achieved in sport through
focus, hard work and an un-
breakable team resolve,.

“Their will to win for each
other has been particularly
prevalent throughout the
tournament. I wish to also
congratulate the coaching
staff, the wider backroom
team and the players’
families and friends who
have supported and encour-
aged the team on their
special journey.”

Editorial: 10

Speaking of the Taoiseach,
both he and President
Michael D Higgins also ex-
tended their congratulations
to Joe Schmidt’s team.

President Higgins de-
scribed the win as a “fantas-
tic achievement and source
of encouragement, not only
for the team and their
coaches, but for all of us
who enjoy and support Irish
sport”.

“This historic achiev-
ement — winning an Caith-
réim Mhór — is the greatest
prize in European rugby and
a much-deserved accolade
for this talented Irish team,
which has shown exemplary
determination and cohesion
throughout this Six Nations
campaign,” said President
Higgins.

“Saturday’s performance
and the tremendous team ef-
fort throughout the tourna-
ment have ensured this
superb Irish team have se-
cured a place in sporting his-
tory and will be remembered
for generations to come.

“Their example of what is
possible when talent, skill,

this is to everybody in Ire-
land and we feel every bit of
that,” said Best.

Teammate Rob Kearney
said yesterday’s celebrations
topped the scenes in
Twickenham following the
final whistle.

“It was probably a little bit
subdued, we were probably
on a bit of a comedown after
all the adrenaline, but today
is really brilliant,” said
Kearney.

And Kearney became the
talk of social media last night
following an unfortunate
gaffe by Sports Minister
Shane Ross.

Posing for a photo in the
Shelbourne with Kearney
and Jonny Sexton, Mr Ross
seemed to confuse the form-
er with his brother when
tweeting the picture.

“Congratulations and
welcome home this evening
to superstars Jonny Sexton
and Dave Kearney,” he post-
ed to Twitter.

Kearney, however, saw
the funny side.

“You’re welcome Leo,” he
replied.

Joe Leogue

Ireland’s victorious Grand
Slam rugby team have over-
come significant opposition
in the past couple of months -
so a small bit of snow wasn’t
going to come between them
and their celebrations.

A planned homecoming at
the Aviva Stadium was post-
poned due to the adverse
weather conditions, but the
champagne was not kept on
ice as the team eventually
arrived in the Shelbourne
Hotel to toast the third clean
sweep of the tournament in
Ireland’s history.

Captain Rory Best told the
waiting press pack at the
hotel that the reception and
support afforded to the team
has been appreciated.

“The amount of support
we’ve been given, both ob-
viously in Twickenham and
then coming home here, is
incredible.

“Obviously it was disap-
pointing we couldn’t do the
homecoming [in the Aviva]
because of the weather, but I
think we know how special

Waterpark RFC fans Holly Monaghan, Noreen
O’Donnell, and Niamh O’Donnell from Faithlegg,
Waterford. Picture: Patrick Browne

Caian and Donnacha Barry were out for the match
in Galway. Photo: Hany Marzouk

Fans outside Ray O’Mahony’s pub in Bandon, Co Cork, celebrating the Grand Slam. Picture: Denis Boyle

Andy O’Sullivan, right, from Killarney and his family celebrate Ireland’s Grand Slam victory at the Pig and Whistle Irish pub in New York City. Photo: Niall Carson/PA

Maureen McGinty, Achill, flanked by Cork women Lisa Fitzgerald and
Niamh Mohally outside Twickenham. Picture: INPHO/James Crombie

Peter and Hilary O’Meara of Mallow RFC, and William O’Brien from
Ballincollig RFC at Cork Airport. Pic: Larry Cummins

Rugby fans in The Boston Bar, Bantry, celebrating Jacob Stockdale’s
try.  Pic: Tony McElhinney

Marie Widger from Waterford with children JJ, Jack, Lottie, and
Kerry at Waterpark Rugby Club.  Picture: Patrick Browne
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Reach for the Stars…Killarney Scorchers Cheerleading Club, who head to the US in June to represent
Ireland for the first time, at the town’s St Patrick’s Festival parade. Picture: Valerie O’Sullivan

Glenflesk GAA Club at the Killarney parade in the town.
Picture: Valerie O’Sullivan

Oscar jumps out of his bin at the Killarney St Patrick’s festival
parade. Picture: Valerie O’Sullivan

Vikings David Roche and Jordan Griffith sharpen their swords at Waterford City St Patricks Day parade.
Picture: Patrick Browne

Evie Malone, Ava Barrett and Lizzy Drohan from Waterford Youth
Arts in the city’s parade.  Picture: Patrick Browne

The David Hennessey Stage School in the Waterford City St Patrick’s
Day parade. Picture: Patrick Browne

James Twomey, aka ‘The Unicycle Man’, and Michael Wright, aka ‘The Mad Hatter’, on Main Street,
Cappoquin, Co Waterford, during the annual St Patrick’s Day parade. Picture: Dan McGrath

Taking part in the St Patrick’s Day parade in Killarney, Co Kerry. Picture: Don MacMonagle

Giving the crowd a scare at the St Patrick’s Day parade in Dublin. Picture: Allenkielyphotography.com

Alexander Kaiser of Limerick
Dragons. Picture: Brian Arthur

Hong Ying brandishes a huge fan during the Limerick parade.
Picture: Sean Curtin

Sing out with Strings in Limerick
parade. Picture: Sean Curtin

Luxe presents its ‘Cirque de Lune’ with a highly skilled aerialist
in the Limerick parade. Picture: Sean Curtin

The St Patrick’s Day parade on O’Connell Street, Dublin was a hive of activity. Picture: Stephen Collins

Calvin Burke and Tyler Kiely of West End Youth Centre Limerick looking colourful in the St Patrick’s Day
parade in Limerick City. Picture: Brian Arthur

Cold fails
to deter
the crowds
at parades
Olivia Kelleher
and Niall Murray
Women who have repre-
sented Cork politically at
local and national level
served as a collective group
of grand marshals at the
St Patrick’s Day parade in
the city.

They were among 3,000
people who took part in the
parade, watched by up to
50,000 spectators who lined
the streets on a bitterly cold
day in the city.

As organisers marked
100 years since the vote was
granted to some Irish
women, MEP Deirdre Clune,
former minister of state
Kathleen Lynch and former
lords mayor Catherine
Clancy and Mary Shields
held placards bearing the
images of women who had
ploughed the political path
before them.

Among those remembered
on placards were one-time
Sinn Féin leader Mary
MacSwiney, and former
councillor and lord mayor
Chrissie Aherne, who was
represented at the parade by
her daughter, Irene Sarl.

Former deputy lord mayor
of Cork, Lorraine Kingston,
dressed as a suffragette for
the parade and said it was
wonderful to experience
such camaraderie with her
peers.

“I would like to think I
would I have done what the
suffragettes did but who
knows? It was also beautiful
to remember people like
Chrissie Aherne who was the
lord mayor when I was in
school,” she said.

“There is an added
pressure [to being a female
politician] and I think we
all understand that,” Ms
Kingston said.

Performance art group
Spraoi celebrated the history
of the suffragettes with two
large floats. Other partici-
pants in the Cork city parade
included Dowtcha Puppets,
the CIT Samba Band, repre-
sentatives of the Congolese,
Lithuanian, Mexican and
Nigerian communities, the
CIT and UCC Vietnamese

Society and the Jersey City
Police Emerald Society.

Members of the Middle
Parish and Coal Quay
Historical Society dressed in
traditional ‘shawlie’ garb.

Before travelling to Dublin
for a Saturday-night TV
appearance on the Ray
D’Arcy Show, the Barrack
Street Band added to their
long record of appearances
in the Cork city parade.

Parades around Co Cork
were also a huge success on
St Patrick’s Day. More than
100 floats, bands and march-
ing groups participated in
one of Munster’s biggest
events in Mallow.

After Bandon’s parade
brightened faces and spirits,
the town had more great
news yesterday when word
spread of a €250,000 Lotto
win. Ross Twomey, owner of
Bandon Books, was thrilled
to learn the shop sold the
ticket that won top prize in
Saturday night’s Lotto Plus 2
draw.

There was similar good
news for SuperValu in Midle-
ton, Co Cork, which sold a
ticket that is now worth over
€219,000 with five of the six
numbers in the main draw.

Millstreet scored a signifi-
cant coup with Daniel
O’Donnell serving as grand
marshal, and accompanying
Millstreet Community
Singers and his wife Majella
on a few songs.

Members of the commu-
nity from the Philippines
took part in festivities in
Skibbereen, where the area’s
diversity was also celebrated
by pupils from Scoil Phá-
draig Naofa carrying flags of
the 24 countries represented
in its classrooms.

Philanthropist Tom
Cavanagh served as grand
marshal at the Fermoy
Parade. The participants
included Fermoy Scout
Group, Three Counties
Motorcycle Group and Fer-
moy Community Pre-School.

One of the shortest
parades in the county was
in Cape Clear with the
festivities kicking off after
the midday ferry from
Baltimore.
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St Patrick’s Day celebrations

The St Patrick’s Day parade in Listowel, Co Kerry, where football clubs, dancers, and bands all marched
through the town. Picture: Domnick Walsh

Speeding along the streets of Listowel, Co Kerry in the parade.
Picture: Domnick Walsh

Gerard Enright, Listowel, waves to the camera during the parade.
Picture: Domnick Walsh Hitching a ride in the St Patrick’s Day parade in Listowel, Co Kerry. Picture: Domnick Walsh

Ray McInerney, principal, and pupils from Ennis National School in
the St Patrick’s Day parade in Ennis, Co Clare. Picture: Eamon Ward

Waving the tricolour and streamers at the St Patrick’s Day parade in
Ennis, Co Clare. Picture: Eamon Ward

Mark Hamill, ‘Star Wars’ actor and guest of honour, enjoys the action at the St Patrick’s Day parade in
Dublin. Picture: Sam Boal

Macnas Street Art in Limerick
City. Picture: Brian Arthur

Courtney Brown and Orlaith Byrne Cassidy of Spotlight Stage School
at the St Patrick’s Day Parade in Limerick City. Picture: Brian Arthur

Macnas in Limerick City.
Picture: Brian Arthur

Making new friends at the St Patrick’s Day parade in Ennis, Co Clare. Picture: Eamon Ward

Macnas street performers add colour to the St Patrick’s Day parade in Limerick City. Picture: Brian Arthur

The force
is with
parade
warriors

The sight of Liam Cunning-
ham leading the St Patrick’s
Day horde was surely an
omen that winter was
coming, again.

The Irish actor, who plays
the wizened and weary
warrior Davos Seaworth in
Game of Thrones, led the
Dublin parade as its grand
marshal, in what was a
bitterly cold day that took
few prisoners.

Brave souls, whether
taking part or watching on,
had to contend with a scythe-
like wind that cut through
both clothing and bone.

It was a foretaste of what
was to descend overnight in
Dublin and along the east
coast as a fresh wave from
the East deposited a layer
of white, with the snow,
often in blizzards, pelting
down until lunchtime yester-
day.

Cunningham said he was
“incredibly grateful” for the
honour and recalled being on
his dad’s shoulders 50 years
ago on the corner of Abbey
Street to watch the parade,
and he was now leading
it.

He was joined by another
warrior, one that brought
wide-eyed Padawans out in
their droves, dragging their
shivering mums and dads
with them.

Mark Hamill strode the
streets of Dublin in style,
bringing his energy and wit
with him.

And he didn’t balk at the
weather — no surprise given
that, as Luke Skywalker, he
was exposed to temperatures
of -60 degrees Celsius on the
Planet Hoth.

“Today the whole Galaxy
is Irish,” he tweeted on the
day, alongside pictures.

One captured Skywalker
with the words, “Kiss me, I’m
a Jedi”.

Another was an image of
Yoda with the Jedi master’s
trademark way of talking:
“Irish I am not, but very
green I am”.

Hamill was the Dublin

parade’s first international
guest of honour and he was
invited to watch the festiv-
ities from the presidential
stand.

The guest of honour role
was in recognition of the
Irish diaspora and those
with links to Ireland who
have made a significant
impact abroad.

Hamill spent considerable
time in Kerry for the
shooting of footage at Skellig
Michael, which was used
briefly in The Force Awakens
and for lengthy sections of
the latest movie, The Last
Jedi.

His great-grandmother
Elizabeth Keating was born
in Kilkenny in 1873, before
emigrating to the US as a
teenager.

Hamill met President
Michael D Higgins and his
wife Sabina at the stand, and
subsequently tweeted: “I met
Ireland’s President Michael
Higgins as guest of “honour”
at Dublin’s epic #StPatricks-
Day2018 Parade, had a thril-
ling, unforgettable experi-
ence AND avoided creating
an international incident.
All things considered, a
Win-Win.”

Public buildings were lit
up in green, including Áras
an Uachtaráin, Leinster
House, the Four Courts, the
National Gallery of Ireland,
Christchurch Cathedral and
City Hall.

Festivities continued into
the afternoon with Ireland’s
claim for the Grand Slam in
Twickenham against Eng-
land.

A dominant Ireland
claimed their third ever
clean sweep, with their last
Grand Slam success back in
2009.

The Grand Slam game co-
incided with the famous St
Patrick’s Day Parade in New
York, where the Taoiseach
Leo Varadkar along with his
partner Matt Barrett took
part in an event that until
recently had banned LGBT
groups from marching.

The Taoiseach said it was a
pleasure to be walking down
Fifth Avenue in the parade:
“(It’s) a sign of change and a
sign of great diversity, not
just in Ireland but among the
great community here as
well.”

C o r m a c
O’Keeffe
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Participants in the Cork City St Patrick’s Day parade from the School of Asian Studies at UCC create a colourful spectacle with their Chinese
dragon. Picture: Darragh Kane

Falun Dafa drummers in their vibrant costumes entertain the crowds at City Hall on St Patrick’s
Day. Picture: Larry Cummins

One of the larger-than-life entries in the Cork City St Patrick’s
Day parade.

Making Moves performers in full flight at the Cork City St Patrick’s Day parade. Picture: Darragh Kane
S c e n e s  f r o m  t h e  C o r k  C i t y  S t
Patrick’s Day Parade.

Chloe Zung Coughlan gets a hug from Elmo of Sesame Street at the
St Patrick’s Day parade in Cork city.

Niamh Higgins from Montenotte gets into the spirit of St Patrick’s
Day at the Cork parade. Picture: Darragh Kane

Isla Yore of Lissarda, Daisy McSherry of Mallow, and Lia Kenny of Cork
watch Cork’s St Patrick’s Day parade. Picture: Darragh Kane

St Patrick’s Day participants from Bright Lights Studios, Fermoy; Tara
Lawton, Karina Rest, and Natalia Nowak. Picture: Larry Cummins

Oliver Leahy, 11 months, of Ballyphehane, enjoys his first St Patick’s
Day with mum Laura and grandmother Martina. Picture: Larry Cummins

Valerie and Eimear Down of Ballinlough wrapped up warm to
watch the Cork parade. Picture: Darragh Kane

The Dowtcha Puppets entry in Cork’s St Patrick’s Day parade,
which is organised by Cork City Council. Picture: Darragh Kane

The Hendrickson Silver Dancers take part in the Cork City St Patrick’s
Day parade. Picture: Darragh Kane

Telan Abdullah and Ruth O’Riordan of Cork Figure
Skating Association. Picture: Larry Cummins

Kate O’Donovan of the Rising Sun School of Karate
at the Cork parade. Picture: Darragh Kane

Chloe O’Leary of Blackrock gets into the spirit of
the parade in Cork City. Picture: Darragh Kane

Neil and Sam McSherry of Mallow got a good view
of the Cork parade. Picture: Darragh Kane

Aaron and Ava Murphy from Donnybrook put their heads together for St Patrick’s Day costume ideas at
the Cork city parade. Picture: Darragh Kane

Dancers wearing Mexican costumes add a splash of colour to the Cork
parade. Picture: Larry Cummins

Marking 100 years of votes for
women. Picture: Larry Cummins

Members of Cork City Judo Club give a demonstration at Cork’s St
Patrick’s Day parade. Picture: Darragh Kane

Lord Mayor Cllr Tony O’Connell with his family Georgina, Deborah, and Michelle travel in style in the Cork
St Patrick’s Day parade. Picture: Darragh Kane
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‘Last Jedi’ wins big
at Empire Awards
Star Wars: The Last Jedi was
the big winner at the Rakuten
TV Empire Awards, scooping
the coveted ‘best film’ prize.
Daisy Ridley was named ‘best
actress’, for her performance in
the latest instalment of the
space saga, and Rian Johnson
won best director.
Star Wars legend, Mark Hamill,
who reprised the role of Luke
Skywalker, was also at the
ceremony, in London, where
he was presented with the
prestigious Empire Icon trophy.
The box office smash also
won in the costume design and
visual-effects categories.
The awards celebrate films
from the past year and are
voted for by movie fans.

Daisy Ridley: Picked up the ‘best
actress’ award. Picture: PA Wire

Facebook: Claims
will be investigated
Facebook said yesterday it was
conducting a “comprehensive
internal and external review” to
determine if the personal data
of 50m users, which was
reported to be misused by a
political consultant, still
existed.
The company said that it was
determining the accuracy of
allegations that a researcher
gave Cambridge Analytica
inappropriately obtained Face-
book user data, starting in
2014. Paul Grewal, a Facebook
vice-president and deputy
general counsel, said it was
committed to “vigorously
enforcing our policies to pro-
tect people’s information.”

Bid to have Florida
suspect committed
Officials were so concerned
about the mental stability of the
student accused of last
month’s Florida school mass-
acre that they decided he
should be forcibly committed.
But the recommendation in
2016 was never acted upon.
A commitment under the law
would have made it more diffi-
cult if not impossible for Niko-
las Cruz to obtain a gun legally.
Cruz is accused of the shooting
rampage that killed 14 students
and three school employees.

Russian election

‘I feel like my vote’s been taken from me’
Catherine Wylie

An exiled Russian business-
man was among anti-Putin
protesters at the country’s
London embassy to vote in
the presidential election.

Yevgeny Chichvarkin, 43,
a mobile phone tycoon, who
l e f t Ru  s s i a fo r th  e  U K in 
2 00  8 , s a i d  the K  re m l i n is 
b eh  in  d  t h e po  is  on  in  g  i n
S a  l i  s b  u r  y , a d d i n g a
“change” is needed.

Mr Chichvarkin, who now

runs a wine shop, said the
relationship between the UK
and Russia is worse than
during the Cold War.

The businessman led anti-
Putin chants in front of the
Russian embassy, in Notting
Hill.

He said he left Russia due
to “serious pressure from
Russian authorities”, and on
the subject of whether he
was afraid about being so
vocal, he said: “I feel that I
have to.”

Asked if he thinks he is
being watched, he said: “Of
course: a lot of people who
work for FSB are around;
of course.” But the entrepre-
n e u r a d d e d :  “We  n e ed 
change. We, as the world, we
need change.”

Mr Chichvarkin said the
Kremlin’s reaction to the
Salisbury incident is “the
normal reaction of crimi-
nals”, and asked if he believ-
es the Kremlin is behind the
incident, he said: “Yes. For

sure.” Among the protesters
was Victoria Dubenkova, 30,
who moved to the UK from
Moscow.

“I believe that the current
elections are fake. I feel like
m y vo t e ha  s  b e e n t a k e n
away from me. And this is
the only way I can be honest
to myself,” she said.

Ms Dubenkova said Brit-
ain should take “more seri-
ous” measures against Rus-
sia, adding that it is “highly
likely” that the Kremlin was

behind the Salisbury attack.
Commenting on a  tweet

posted by the UK Russian
embassy yesterday — a pic-
ture of fictional detective,
Poirot, with the caption “In
absence of evidence, we defi-
nitely need Poirot in Salis-
b u r y ! ” —  M s Du  be  nk o va
said that joking about an
incident in which people al-
most died was “very inap-
propriate”.

She described the state-
backed RT TV channel as a

“propaganda machine”, and
said Britain should limit
RT’s presence.

Also among the protesters
was Paulina Konkina, 23,
f r o m M o s c ow  .  S h e s a i d :
“Russia is my country, it’s
my home country, so I really
want what’s best for it, and I
don’t think Putin is what is
best for it.”

Ms Konkina said Russia’s
reaction to the Salisbury
incident has been a form of
“bravado”.

A woman queuing to vote,
Julia, 56, credited Putin with
b u i l d i n g R u s  s i a  f rom  
scratch. She does not think
the Kremlin was behind the
Salisbury incident: “Who
wants to do such a thing be-
fore the election? It’s like to
put a gun to your head, basi-
cally, before an election.”

A n o t h e r wo m a n in  t he 
queue, Vera, 53, said: “I just
feel that the accusations are
so completely unsubstanti-
ated and ridiculous.”

Attack denied
Russia’s president Vladimir
Putin last night dismissed
British accusations of
Russia’s involvement in
ex-spy Sergei Skripal’s
poisoning as “nonsense”,
adding that Moscow is ready
to co-operate with London in
the probe.
Mr Putin referred to the
attack on Mr Skripal and his
daughter Yulia as a
“tragedy”, but added if the
British claims that they
were poisoned by the
Soviet-designed nerve agent
were true, the victims would
have died instantly.
He said it was “nonsense” to
think that anyone in Russia
could have staged such an
attack before yesterday’s
presidential vote and before
the World Cup that Russia is
set to host this summer.
In his first comments about
the poisoning, the Russian
leader said Moscow was
ready to co-operate with
Britain in the investigation.
It followed British Foreign
Secretary Boris Johnson’s
claims that Russia has been
stockpiling the nerve agent
used in the Salisbury spy
attack for a decade.
Independent inspectors will
arrive in the UK today to test
the substance used in the
attack.
Mr Johnson told BBC One’s
The Andrew Marr Show: “We
actually have evidence within
the last 10 years that Russia
has not only been investigat-
ing the delivery of nerve
agents for the purposes of
assassination, but has
also been creating and
stockpiling Novichok.”

Victorious Putin set for another six years as president
Vladimir Isachenkov
and Jim Heintz

Vladimir Putin has won a fourth
t e r m a s R us  si  a ’ s   pr e s id  e nt ,  
adding six years in the Kremlin
for the man who has led the
world’s largest country for all of
the 21st century.

Mr Putin addressed thousands
of people who rallied outside the
Kremlin yesterday to thank them
for their support and promised
new achievements.

Speaking to a crowd who at-
tended a pop concert marking his
election victory, Mr Putin hailed
those who voted for him as a “big
national team”, adding that “we
are bound for success”.

He said that the nation needs
unity to move forward and urged
the audience to “think about the
future of our great motherland”.

He then led the enthusiastic
crowd to chant “Russia!”.

Results from more than half of
precincts showed Putin winning
over 75% of the vote, with Commu-
nist candidate Pavel Grudinin and
ultra-nationalist Vladimir Zhiri-
novsky trailing far behind with
about 13% and 6%, respectively.

The vote was tainted by wide-
spread reports of ballot-box stuff-
ing and forced voting, but the com-
plaints will likely do little to
undermine Mr Putin.

The Russian leader’s popularity
remains high despite his suppres-
sion of dissent and reproach from
the West over Russia’s increas-
ingly aggressive stance in world
affairs and alleged interference in
the 2016 US election.

Mr Putin’s main challenge in
the vote was to obtain a huge
margin of victory in order to claim
an indisputable mandate.

The Central Elections Commis-
sion said Mr Putin had won about
73% of the vote, based on a count of
30% of the country’s precincts.

Russian authorities had sought
to ensure a  larg e turnout to
bolster the image that Mr Putin’s
so-called “managed democracy” is
robust and offers Russians true
choices.

By 5pm Moscow time, author-

ities said turnout had hit nearly
52%.

Mr Putin had faced seven minor
candidates on the ballot.

His most vehement foe, anti-cor-
ruption campaigner Alexei Naval-
ny, was rejected as a presidential
c a n d i d a t e b e c a u s e  h e w as 
convicted of fraud in a case widely
regarded as politically motivated.

Mr Navalny and his supporters

had called for an election boycott
but the extent of its success could
not immediately be gauged.

The election came amid escalat-
ing tensions between Russia and
the West, with reports that Mos-
cow was behind the nerve-agent
poisoning this month of a former
Russian double agent, Sergei Skri-
pal, in Britain and that its internet
trolls had mounted an extensive

campaign to undermine the 2016
US presidential election.

Britain and Russia last week an-
nounced tit-for-tat diplomat expul-
sions over the spy case and the US
issued new sanctions.

Russian officials denounced
both cases as efforts to interfere in
the Russian election.

But the disputes likely worked
in Mr Putin’s favour, reinforcing
the official stance that the West is
infected with “Russophobia” and
determined to undermine both Mr
Putin and traditional Russian
values.

The election took place on the
fourth anniversary of Russia’s
2014 annexation of Crimea from
Ukraine, one of the most dramatic
manifestations of Putin’s drive to
reassert Russia’s power.

Crimea and Russia’s subse-
quent support of separatists in
eastern Ukraine led to an array of
US and European sanctions that,
along with falling oil prices, dam-
aged the Russian economy and
slashed the ruble’s value by half.
But Putin’s popularity remained
strong, apparently buttressed by
nationalist pride.

In his next six years in office, Mr
Putin is likely to assert Russia’s
power abroad even more strongly.

Just weeks before the election,
he announced that Russia has
d eve l o p e d a d va n c e d nu  cl e a r
weapons capable of evading mis-
sile defences.

At home, Mr Putin will be faced
with how to groom a successor or
devise a strategy to circumvent
term limits, how to drive diversifi-
cation in an economy still highly
dependent on oil and gas and how
to improve medical care and social
services in Russian regions far re-
moved from the glitter of Moscow.

Russian president Vladimir Putin gestures after speaking to supporters during a rally near the Kremlin in Moscow yesterday.
He has won a fourth term as Russia’s president. Picture: AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko
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Vladimir Putin was one of the first of 107.3m voters across 11
time zones to use one of 97,000 polling stations to vote in Rus-
sia’s faux presidential election yesterday. Assured of re-elec-
tion for another six-year term, he was supremely confident
and assured the state news agency RIA-Novosti: “I am sure of
the correctness of the course that I propose for the country.”

Spoken like a true demagogue and an inspiration to the
dictators-in-waiting riding the wave of anger changing
Europe’s political landscape. It is unlikely any foreign actor
dedicated significant social media resources to try to in-
fluence the election as any impact they might have would not
change the result. The outcome, known before the election
was called, will be accepted as if an alternative could not exist
or even be imagined. Any non-Russian who might consider
interfering might be dissuaded too by the possibility of a visit
from a roving Novichok squad.

At this level of politics, persuasion need not be that lethal
to be effective. On Saturday, US president Donald Trump —
described with an increasing chill factor as “the Russian can-
didate” — had his personal lawyer say he hoped the sacking
of former FBI deputy director Andrew McCabe would prompt
Rod Rosenstein, who leads the Russia investigation, to end
the inquiry. The lawyer spoke just hours after Trump gloated
that firing McCabe was a “great day for democracy”. In this
narrow context, the only difference between Putin’s Russia
and Trump’s America seems to be that Mr Brennan, a former
CIA director who called his president a “disgraced dema-
gogue” might not survive in a country where opponents of
the regime often suffer unexpected health problems.

That Mr Trump made those intimidating, thuggish re-
marks just hours after he met Taoiseach Leo Varadkar is
coincidental but it is also a reminder of the kind of behav-
iour tacitly endorsed by a star-struck visit to the White House
by our Government’s leader. That may not be the intention
but it is certainly an unfortunate consequence.

It is also an unfortunate consequence that Facebook and
other social media have facilitated the undermining of
democracy by offering its enemies free rein on their univer-
sal platform. Facebook chief Mark Zuckerberg is under in-
creasing pressure — though what that might translate into
remains to be seen — from a House of Commons committee
after it was revealed a British data firm had been suspended
by the social networking site amid allegations it harvested
personal details from more than 50m users, some of which
may have been used to steer political campaigns.

Those issues will play out in the debate leading to the
summer referendum on the Eighth Amendment — especially
as, last week, the Broadcasting Authority pointed out that its
remit did not extend to social media and that it was powerless
to intervene. Acknowledging that lacuna, Facebook is to in-
troduce fake news alerts on its pages for Irish users ahead of
the vote. The mega platform will launch an “educational” tool
to help users recognise false news and propaganda. In the
absence of anything traditionally described as impartiality,
that seems a modest enough exercise in truth preservation.

Trying to
expose the
puppeteers

Growing power of social media

Twickenham Grand Slam

An inspiring
achievement
Coming so quickly on the heels of the conquest of Chelten-
ham by Irish raiders, Saturday’s magnificent Grand Slam at
Twickenham created the kind of feel-good atmosphere that
the Government’s Special Communications Unit can only
dream about. Sport, once again, showed that it can cheer the
heart and generate the kind of justified pride that sustains
most of what is good about society and, in turn, each of us. It
was, for a small, often peripheral country, inspirational.

That it came just as some of Britain’s National Hunt com-
munity, overwhelmed by Irish success at Prestbury Park,
vented their spleen by suggesting that cheating and doping
played a part in the Irish strike rate — how else could British
horses be so dominated, after all? — added another layer of
pleasure to an already over-flowing celebration. English
rugby was, thankfully, more gracious in defeat.

Despite closing out the Grand Slam with possibly the youn-
gest Irish backline ever, it might tempt fate to diary date
next year’s World Cup final (November 2) but it is possible to
look forward to Sunday, September 22, 2019, when we open
that campaign against Scotland, with some confidence.

Irish coach Joe Schmidt has shown what can be achieved
by ruthless application, relentless planning, and analysis.
The players won the day but he won the war. There is a
powerful lesson in that for our ailing public institutions.
Hopefully it might be absorbed.

Diluting worker protections

A poor decision
Some of the issues challenging establishment politics are the
many changes around work, work security and hard-won
protections designed to protect employees from those who
might exploit them. A labour court ruling that racehorse
training yards and stud farms are not regarded as agriculture
and may not enjoy any derogation from the Working Time
Act is one area where those issues are playing out.

The bloodstock industry has expressed concern about the
impact the ruling might have on work practices. The sector
has done so successfully and the Minister for Agriculture
Michael Creed has sought cabinet approval for an exemption
for the industry from legislation which protects stable staff.

How disheartening it is that once again our Government
backs the most powerful players at the expense of workers
who are not, by any standard, overpaid.

Rules are rules and unless they are applied equally they
become options to be disposed of at will and the weakest will
suffer the consequences. The minister and the Government
are backing the wrong horse on this issue.

“The radio
was always on in
her kitchen.
Always tuned to
current affairs
programmes

Mrs Linders gives home make-over
TV programme its best outing yet
LET’S just put it on the

record, here. I knew Mary
Linders was a star long
before Dermot Bannon

discovered her and ended up beat-
ing a hard bag of flour with a rolling
pin at her instruction.

Mary Linders was the heart of a
recent edition of Room to Improve,
and if you didn’t catch it, use the
bank holiday to go on RTÉ Player
and find it. The date was March 11,
and it’s probably the best outing
the programme has had, thanks to
Ma Linders. That’s not to disregard
her daughters Marian and Anne,
but the two of them know the score
by now: The minute their mother
enters the conversation, everybody
else might as well hang up their
conversational boots.

In the programme, my battered
Martello tower appears a couple of
times. In a small way, in the back-
ground to the shots of the house on
the Quay. Mrs Linders is a physi-
cally distant next door neighbor,
her house separated from mine by
her son’s mobile home park.

When we moved in, roughly 12
years ago, I noticed the little green
cottage at the corner and thought
no more of it. My husband, how-
ever, decided to make an uninvited
visit, which wasn’t easy, because
what looked like the front door
wasn’t. But he persevered, went
around the back and knocked.

“I’m your new neighbor,” he told
the white haired, apron-clad, flour-
dusted woman who answered. “Are
you good for a cup of tea?” Was she
what. Tea. Fresh scones out of the
oven and a bullying welcome (“Sit
down there, no not there, there.”)
The initial encounter started a
best-mates relationship. One of the
questions she asked him, that first
day, was about his wife. Me. Was I
into gardening? Tom laughed and
shook his head. Couldn’t be less
into gardening, his wife. Was he
into gardening? No. Why? Because
her late husband had laid out the
gardens around the Martello, and
she knew where every bulb and
root was and more or less get the
hell out of her way and she would
restore the gardens to their former
glory. At the time, they looked like
Berlin after the Second World War.

A few days later, she marched
in with a headscarf on her and a
cigarette in her mouth, trowels and
buckets in her big capable hands,
and took over, giving the odd affec-
tionate instruction to one of a
bundle of yappy Pomeranians that
accompany her everywhere.

If you got her to sit down for a
cup of tea, it was like a tutorial in
national politics or international
relations, she was so well-inform-
ed. The radio was always on in her
kitchen. Always tuned to current
affairs programmes, and she read
— and continues to read — the
newspaper every day as if she was
going to have to do an exam on its
contents.

She also created an annual traf-
fic jam in the one road leading past

her house. This she did by having
marquees erected in her garden
coming up to the August bank holi-
day for her three-day annual sale,
at which customers who knew their
stuff could buy a bargain suit, a
carton of biscuit packets, a solid
mahogany dining room suite, a Le
Creuset saucepan, a slightly dented
high chair for a child, or something
electronic. Manufacturers were
bullied to contribute and any man
with a van she happened to know
got pressed into collecting those
contributions.

During those three days, rain or
shine, her glamorous daughters,
dressed like they were auditioning
for a harem, would run a wheel of
fortune in the middle of the sale.
They would greet you with a hug
and an eye-roll: Look at what Ma is
makes us do. Ma had a charity in
Albania to do with prisoners to
which she was dedicated with a
dogged determination that de-
manded this year’s proceeds be
considerably larger than those of

morning to fold, package and pre-
pare unsold men’s clothing for a
container which would deliver
them to the prisoners in Albania.
That’s because she has no time to
waste on stress or pressure. She
may and undoubtedly does cause
stress to other people, but her atti-
tude is that they should man up
because the objective is bigger than
they are.

As far as she’s concerned, the
road from The Quay, where she
lives, and Donabate, where she
goes to Mass, is fruitful hunting
ground for lifts. It’s not that she
stands on the grass marking, well
out of danger, and advances a ten-
tative thumb. Her style is to stand
right in the middle of the road,
facing cars headed for Donabate,
and stop them by bodily obstruct-
ing their passage. The first time it
happens to a driver, it takes a few
minutes for their heart to return to
where it should be, but thereafter,
Mrs Linders demanding a lift is a
predictable part of the journey,

between 9.30 and 10 in the morning.
And if you expect gratitude, you are
barking up the wrong tree and
missing the point of the encounter.
What else would you do other than
take her to to the church, since
you’re going to pass it anyway?
Gratitude would be redundant.

OLDER people who have
been big personalities in
their time tend to overact.
They evoke Philip Lar-

kin’s line about “pretending to be
me”. They present radio and TV
producers with a problem, because
they can never answer a question
with an unadorned sentence — the
sentence demands of them that
they sell the historic context for
their wisdom as well as the wis-
dom. Mrs Linders doesn’t do any of
that stuff. She doesn’t need appro-
val or appreciation and so can sit
silent, hand automatically stroking
a hip-close dog, while conversation
eddies around her, until it’s time
for her to deliver her killer line —
like telling Dermot Bannon all that
was missing from the refurbished
house was a Latin lover for her.

The reaction to the programme
was one of fascination, not so much
with the building as with the
woman who has lived in the little
green cottage for decades, back to
when she was raising her family
while working as a nurse in St Ita’s
mental hospital. A woman who, in
the face of every challenge, simply
kept on keeping on, demanding
what she needs to live a powerful
life and be the best neighbour a
nybody ever had.

Watch the programme. Not for
the house. For her.

the previous year, even if achieving
this goal required that her volun-
teers (including immediate and ex-
tended family) die in the attempt.
She was omnipresent during the
sale, fixing displays, finding miss-
ing items and barking at customers
and volunteers alike.

At the end of each evening, the
volunteers would be fed like fight-
ing cocks by Mrs Linders, es-
pecially the last night, when most
of them were ready to fall over from
exhaustion. It’s a fair bet that Mary
Linders was the only one of them
who was up at dawn the following

Terry
Prone

Mary Linders was the star of a recent
broadcast of home improvement show
‘Room to Improve’ with architect
Dermot Bannon. Picture: RTÉ
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Marching order
Would a heterosexual Taoiseach
march with his wife in the Saint Pa-
trick’s Day parade, or is it another
inappropriate public statement?

Joe Mason
29 Merrion Court

Cork

Discounting lies at
the cost of the truth
The possibility of a politician lying is
almost 100% but most are by exagger-
ation — we will lower the unemploy-
ment rate by… or by omission as they
introduce a new tax that wasn’t men-
tioned before or just the usual election
lies — what a pretty baby or I love this
town. These lies are so common that
we discount them but the cost is we
also discount the truth.
President Trump is reported to have
admitted in an audio recording that he
lied to Canadian President Trudeau
even though he thought he was a
“nice guy”. Although economics at
that level is confusing and can be mis-
read you shouldn’t mislead a ‘friend’.
These are friends that may be needed
at a future time and they must be able
to trust what is said.
It is also reported that the ratings for
Trump’s TV show The Apprentice were
inaccurate. The accuracy of ratings in
the TV world is often a source of con-
fusion and disbelief but numbers are
numbers. TV ratings don’t matter as
we don’t care about their accuracy but
if there was a lie, then a lie is a lie. I
can’t claim to have never lied but I al-
ways try to tell the truth; once a funda-
mental characteristic of most people.

Dennis Fitzgerald
Vic Melbourne

Australia

A timely tip — or
a day too late?
Daily Telegraph, (March 17) Quick
Crossword, 10 Across, ‘Do hush Leo’
(anag).

Cal Hyland
Rosscarbery

Co Cork

Still provincial after
peaceful events
Would it be too much to ask RTÉ to
stop using the term “in the North”
when referring to Northern Ireland?
We have had three peace-defining
events in the 20 years since the Good
Friday Agreement was signed.
First up was the Ulster rugby team get-
ting the support from all Ireland in the
final of the 1999 Heineken Rugby Cup
played in the old Lansdowne Road.
Many supporters admitted that it was
their first cross-border visit.
The second was the visit of the English
rugby team to Croke Park in February
2007. The unbelievable atmosphere
and the respect shown to both an-
thems was almost tangible.
The final and most decisive event was
the visit of Queen Elizabeth in May
2011.
From the solemnity and reverence in
the Garden of Remembrance to the
belly laugh with fishmonger Pat
O’Connell in the English Market in
Cork, the visit brought the relationship
of our two islands to a new level. The
usual tiny band of misguided “republi-
cans” protested at each of these
events, some violently.
With the DUP playing into the disrup-
tive hands of Sinn Féin and both
showing complete disregard for the
Good Friday Agreement, RTÉ’s use of
“in the North” is tantamount to refer-
ring to “them up there”. This is hardly
giving “parity of esteem” so much
sought after in the Good Friday Agree-
ment and gives succour to these mis-
guided people. Incidently I write this
as a southern republican (spelled with
a small ‘r’).

Pat Conneely
Cedarwood Rd

Dublin

Pride in our Grand
Slam champions
Captain Rory Best and the Grand
Slam champions represent all that is
great about our island. Shoulder to
shoulder to make us proud.

Robert Sullivan
Bantry

Co Cork

sioned by the Iona Institute) on my
journey to work. This image was
presented as a way to cause distress
to people who may have had or may
be thinking about having an abortion.
I am absolutely disgusted at the use of
this and similar images in this manner.
Spare a thought for all the women and
families who have suffered miscar-
riages, still births, and more. Do they
really need to be assaulted with these
images? Where is the Catholic com-
passion from the Iona Institute?
The Eighth does not stop abortions. It
removes all rights that a woman has
over her body while pregnant. Abor-
tions will continue with or without the
Eighth, the only difference being that,
without the Eighth, women would be
able to avail of medical care in their
own country instead of being cast out
to foreign shores like criminals.
Trying to make people feel guilty or
ashamed by displaying giant images
of foetuses, for what is no doubt an
utterly heartbreaking and life-chang-
ing decision, does not follow the Cath-
olic ideologies that the Iona Institute
purports to follow. I say shame on you,
Iona Institute, for attempting to cause
more harm than good in this situation.

Rebecca Clifford
Turloughmore

Galway

McAleese is no
equality champion
Mary McAleese’s self-portrayal as a
champion of women’s equality is a
hollow edifice. It is no skin off her nose
whether or not the Roman Catholic
Church ordains women. It will make
not a whit of difference to her enjoy-
ment of her generous state pension. If
she were really passionate about
equality she would consider campaig-
ning for a living wage for all homeless
or economically disadvantaged
women. Even a guaranteed income of
20% of Mrs McAleese’s presidential
pension would ensure a decent
quality of life for the most impover-
ished of those she claims to represent.

James Hogan
Thurles

Co Tipperary

know which side this BAI decision will
favour. Disgraceful!

John O’Brien
Charleville

Co Cork

Resist the rhetoric
and repeal the 8th
I agree with Mary Lou McDonald that
the term ‘abortion on demand’ is an
offensive one. However, the term
tells us more about its user than the
fictional women they hope to conjure
in people’s minds. It is a sexist term
and belongs to the same rhetoric that
put women in laundries in the not so
distant past and puts women on
planes to access healthcare today.
A yes’in the referendum is a yes to
trusting and respecting women.
Repeal the Eighth Amendment.

Clare Daly
Sterling Gardens

London
(formerly Wexford)

Pro-life politics in St
Patrick’s Day parade
I attended this year’s St Patrick’s Day
parade in Cork. Unfortunately, one of
the floats decided to use the parade
to air their pro-life views regarding the
upcoming referendum.
I thought it was completely inappropri-
ate and distasteful, especially to do
this at a community event on a day
where we are supposed to be celebra-
ting our heritage and culture, nothing
else. It is not a political event. I have
heard of instances of this occuring
elsewhere in other parades around
the country.
Regardless of people’s views on this
subject, the parade should not have
been regarded as a forum to air them.

Laura Woods
Ballincollig

Co Cork

Distressing image
from Catholic Iona
Last week I was confronted with an
image of an 11-week-old foetus on a
giant roadside billboard (commis-

Repeal of 8th
will lead to
abortions
on demand
Since the Broadcasting Authority of
Ireland (BAI) has now advised that
broadcasters do not have to give
50:50 airtime to debate the Eighth
Amendment, we all should keep in
mind what is truly at stake. Repeal will
mean giving politicians a blank
cheque to make any laws they want
on abortion.
This referendum is the last chance
we’ll have to make our voices known.
Repeal would leave unborn babies
with no protectio. Repeal will lead to
unrestricted abortion.
Dr Ruth Cullen of the Pro-Life Cam-
paign said Taoiseach Leo Varadkar
was stating the obvious when he said
that unrestricted abortion in the first
three months of pregnancy would be
in place quickly if repeal happened,
highlighting that what is being pro-
posed by the government is abortion
on demand and nothing else.
We need to be aware this is not re-
strictive abortion or a little bit of abor-
tion, though it may be dressed up as
such as the campaign progresses,
while the repeal side tries to sanitise
the effects and impact of abortion.

Frances Kelleher
Killarney

Kerry

Disgraceful BAI
debate decision
It was bad enough that we had the
biased Oireachtas Committee hearing
on abortion, where 28 pro-repeal wit-
nesses were invited before the Com-
mittee compared to just five pro-life
speakers, but this is followed up by
the BAI giving the green light to broad-
casters not to give 50:50 time cover-
age to both sides of the debate.
As the National Union of Journalists
has a pro-choice policy, I think we
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Unlike other animals, humanity has voluntarily limited its reproduction, meaning the
Earth and its people will survive as fertility rates fall across the globe, writes Noah Smith

Some of the most spectacularly
wrong predictions in history
have been made by those who
claim that overpopulation is

going to swamp the planet.
Thomas Malthus, a British economist

writing in the late 1700s, is the most
famous of these. Extrapolating past
trends into the future, he predicted that
population growth would inevitably
swamp available food resources,
leading to mass starvation.

That didn’t happen — we continued
to develop new technologies that let us
stay ahead of the reaper.

In 1968, Stanford biologist Paul
Ehrlich wrote The Population Bomb,
warning that unchecked population
growth would lead to mass starvation in
the 1970s. He was just as wrong as Mal-
thus. Global population did surge, but
food production managed to keep up.

So far, the prophets of overpopu-
lation have been defeated by technol-
ogy. But human ingenuity alone can
never deliver a final victory in the
battle to feed the world — eventually,
population growth will overwhelm the
Earth’s ability to provide calories.

That’s why in order to put Malthus
and Ehrlich finally to rest, a second
component is needed — lower fertility
rates. To save both the environment
and themselves, humans must have
fewer kids.

Fortunately, this is happening.
During the lifetimes of Malthus and
Ehrlich, humans still tended to have
large families, with each woman bear-
ing an average of five children over her
lifetime. But shortly after Ehrlich’s
book, that began to change.

The total fertility rate is just an esti-
mate, based on the number of children
women have been having. When the
rate is lower than about 2.1, it means
total population will eventually stabi-
lise and decline.

The world is approaching that magic
level, thanks to a phenomenon known
as the fertility transition. In most coun-
tries, total fertility falls from a high
level of about six or seven children to
two or below, and stays there.

Once smaller families become the
norm in a country or region, they very
rarely go back up. There are a number
of theories for why this happens.

The shift from agriculture to urban
life means less incentive for families to
have kids to work on farms. Urban life
also increases the cost of raising a kid.
Higher education levels for women,
freeing them from traditional gender
norms, are probably a big factor as well.
None of these factors are temporary.

In other words, the fertility transi-
tion probably represents the ultimate,
final victory over the Malthusian
threat. The supergiant countries of
China and India have been especially
important in this process.

Still, as overall world fertility has
fallen, overpopulation concerns have
shifted from global to regional. If some
regions continue to have big families
forever, they will eventually outgrow
the regions with limited population
growth, causing the overall world
fertility rate to go back up.

People who worry about
overpopulation are now concerned that

Born to survive: Humans
defuse population bomb

some cultures will simply always have
more kids.

So far, those concerns seem to be un-
founded. A decade ago, many believed
that Muslim culture, with its emphasis
on traditional gender roles, would defy
the fertility transition.

But then fertility rates in majority-
Muslim countries plunged. Iran, Saudi
Arabia, Bangladesh and Indonesia have
mostly completed their fertility transi-
tions, while Egypt’s and Pakistan’s are
under way.

As an aside, it’s worth noting that
these World Bank estimates of total fer-
tility rates tend to err on the high side

— the CIA, which also tracks fertility,
places Pakistan’s number all the way
down at 2.62.

So now the worry has shifted to sub-
Saharan Africa. With a fertility rate of
about five births per woman, it’s the
only region of the globe that has not yet
made the jump to small families. But
even here, there are signs of change in a
small but growing number of countries.

Countries such as Nigeria, Ethiopia,
Tanzania and the Democratic Republic
of the Congo still have very high fertil-
ity rates. But if these last holdouts fall,
the global triumph of small families will
be complete.

overflowing with people for decades to
come, and many of those people will
want to migrate to wealthy, aging coun-
tries in search of better economic op-
portunities, or to escape wars.

That migration pressure will be a
touchy subject for many nations, as the
recent refugee wave in Europe has
shown.

But it’s looking like the dire predic-
tions of Malthus and Ehrlich will never
come to pass.

Unlike other animals, humanity has
voluntarily limited its reproduction.
The population bomb has probably
been defused.

Bangladesh 20 and Iran only 10.
Of course, it’s worth noting that

lower fertility won’t immediately de-
fuse the population bomb.

The number of people in a country
continues to rise for years after young
people stop having lots of kids — a phe-
nomenon known as population momen-
tum. Thus, the United Nations continu-
es to project that global population will
rise from about 7.6bn today to more
than 11bn by the end of the century.

Nor will lower global population
growth mean the end of all demo-
graphic problems.

Much of sub-Saharan Africa will be

Fortunately, there are two other pat-
terns that suggest Africa will not buck
the trend and overpopulate the world.

First, there’s a strong association
between fertility and income levels —
once a country passes about €5,000 in
per capita annual GDP, it almost never
has a high fertility rate.

Rapid growth in a number of African
countries means that this level will be
in reach within a few decades. Also, the
transition appears to be happening
much faster than in the past — it took
the UK 95 years to drop from a fertility
rate of six children per woman to
three, but it took Botswana only 24,

Fertility transition occurs in counties when total fertility falls from a high level of about six or seven children to two or below, and stays there, meaning total population will eventually stabilise and decline. Picture: PA

Increased migration in
the developing world
has weakened
communities
and the bonds
that ensure
survival. Apps
can replace
this loss of shared data
and help guarantee
food security, writes
Leah Samberg

and other variables, are uprooting
farmers everywhere. While people have
always left their homes in search of
safety or opportunity, a record number
of people are on the move.

All of these changes are negatively
affecting traditional social structures,
which communities depend on for
survival. Insufficient attention is being
paid to these structures’ role in ensur-
ing food security. If global hunger is to
be eradicated, the underpinnings of
rural resilience must be supported,
expanded, and diversified.

One of the best ways to do this is
by investing in new technologies that
enable farmers to connect with in-
formation and institutions that can de-
crease uncertainty and mitigate risk.

According to a 2017 working paper by
the CGIAR Research Program on
Climate Change, Agriculture, and Food
Security, some of the most promising
innovations in rural agricultural are
technology- and service-based. With ac-

IN 2015, when the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals
were adopted, the clock began
ticking on an ambitious goal: ending

global hunger by 2030.
That seemed achievable; during the

previous 15 years, the number of under-
nourished people had been halved, a
staggering achievement, attributed to
international investment in agricul-
tural and economic infrastructure.

And then the world got hungrier,
again; in 2016, the number of people
without enough to eat increased to
815m, up from 777m the year before.
What happened?

Part of the answer is as old as
civilisation: droughts, floods, conflict,
and displacement have hurt harvests
and weakened output. But a more intan-
gible factor is no less important: many
of the networks on which farmers have
traditionally depended to cope with
these disasters have been lost or de-
graded.

Ending global hunger is not just
about breeding drought-resistant corn;
it is also about having a plan for when
that corn fails anyway. In other words,
it is as much about reimagining social
networks as it is about deciding what
goes into the ground.

For the world’s poorest smallholder
farmers and pastoralists, unpredict-
ability is the only constant. To mitigate
risk, people in rural areas have always
relied on their personal networks for
information to help them weather
crises, improve productivity, and limit
crop losses.

In return, these relationships have
facilitated the exchange of information
and goods, diversified diets,
strengthened farming techniques,
and guarded against hunger.

Today, though, farmers’ personal
networks are weakening. Farms are
being hit more frequently by severe
weather, and violent conflict is increas-
ing in poverty-stricken regions; these,

cess to data, markets, and financial ser-
vices, farmers can plant, fertilise, har-
vest, and sell products more effectively.

At the moment, these types of inno-
vations are not featured prominently in
most hunger-alleviation strategies. But
that is slowly changing, especially as
more people in emerging economies
connect to mobile networks, and as
apps designed to collect and share
agricultural information become in-
creasingly accessible.

For example, in Egypt, Sudan, and
Ethiopia, local extension services are
delivering real-time weather data to
vegetable farmers, via SMS. In West

Africa, private companies, such as
Ignitia, are expanding the accuracy and
precision of SMS weather alerts to
remote farmers.

In Mongolia, rural herders receive
information about disease outbreaks to
help them maintain the health of their
livestock. And farmers throughout the
Global South are turning to SMS-based
services for technical support that
allows them more easily to adopt new
crops and growing techniques, with
benefits for both natural resources and
household income and nutrition.

Connectivity also improves the func-
tioning of markets by allowing farmers

higher-value market sectors. Mobile
payment systems are also facilitating
remittances from urban to rural areas,
an increasingly important component
of rural livelihoods.

The mere existence of this technology
will not end hunger. The challenge is to
broaden access to all of these tools, and
to ensure that they meet the needs of
the farmers who use them.

This demands that mobile technol-
ogies take into account differences in
gender, education, and resource levels
among farmers, and that they are re-
sponsive to changing circumstances.
The impact and success of these tools
and programmes should be monitored
and evaluated, with ineffective ap-
proaches being improved or replaced.

I’ve conducted research in rural
communities around the world, and one
of the features they all have in common
is the difficulty that farmers and
pastoralists confront in accessing
reliable information about markets,
weather, and financing.

With neighbours on the move, and
climate change a growing concern,
traditional information networks are
no longer sufficient. Farmers every-
where, but especially in developing
economies, need the support of digital
communities.

For hundreds of millions of people,
information is the difference between
food security and hunger. But, amid the
triple threats of climate change, violent
conflict, and mass migration, how that
information is gathered and shared is
changing.

Farmers’ personal networks are now
global and online. To feed a rapidly
changing world, we must use new
technology to re-imagine the oldest
form of risk-mitigation: community.
■ Leah Samberg is a research scientist
with the Global Landscapes Initiative at the
University of Minnesota’s Institute on the
Environment.
■ Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2018.

and herders to access accurate price
information, co-ordinate transport and
other logistics, and facilitate easier
exchange of perishable, but nutritious
foods, such as animal products and
vegetables.

Mobile money and price information
also enable pastoralists to adjust herd
sizes to changing environmental condi-
tions, while enabling farmers to secure
seeds and fertiliser for future harvests.

Furthermore, by enabling the quick
and secure transfer of funds, mobile-
banking services allow producers to
access markets more efficiently, reduce
their transaction costs, and tap into

Sharing information can be difference between life and death

An Ethiopian girl prepares food for her family at Sesion camp for refugees at Kenya’s border town with Ethiopia. While people have always
left their homes in search of safety or opportunity, a record number of people are on the move. Picture: Brian Ongoro/AFP/Getty
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Burke. Intriguingly, despite her in-
ternational acclaim, there’s not a
whit of self-importance about this
North Roscommon born, London-
based artist, who humbly describes
herself as ‘a leatherworker.’ What’s
Úna’s core message for students?:
“You can go wherever you want and
do whatever you want, so long as you
don’t allow your mind to stop you.
Provided you are thick-skinned and
hard-working enough, you can make
it happen.”

She’s passionate about encourag-
ing youngsters to forge their own
paths: “Often students are taught
that there’s one way of doing things.
This can be limiting. When I started
out I was taught that designers draw,
then make. That approach didn’t

work for me. As I’m a hands-on per-
son, I started with the material, then
came back to the drawing-board.”
Úna wants kids to know there’s not
just one way to do things. To them
she says: ‘Tune into what works for
you, then allow that to lead your path
and process.’”

She has done just that, as has Soulé
and Sarah Keane, with the latter hav-
ing an impressive career journey
spanning the legal and sporting pro-
fessions; arenas typically dominated
by men.

Asked whether it’s a man’s world,
she replies: “That has never been my
experience. I accept that some areas
are traditionally more male domi-
nated and I would not belittle the
challenges around that. However, it’s

my view that things are changing for
the better.

“It needs to be less about the one
trailblazer and more about critical
mass if we really want our young
people to believe they can achieve
their goals.” As for whether there’s a
glass ceiling, she says: “I think there
are a lot of people out there, who
don’t see these ceilings and we need
to protect that, as this attitude frees
them to pursue their goals in a very
healthy way.

“For me, it’s often about one step at
a time, following your passion, stand-
ing up for what you believe in, treat-
ing people right, working hard and
making yourself ready for the oppor-
tunities that might come your way.
‘Being ready’ I believe, can be very

challenging. Having a good mentor,
who’ll someday show you that the
next step for you, is actually two to
three steps further on than you en-
visaged yourself, is almost a must.”
Her drive and resilience is apparent,
not least in the way she overcame the
public-speaking challenges she faced
as a student.

Describing the ‘significant steps’
she took to do that, she says: “They
totally transformed my life and ca-
reer.”

Positive and pragmatic to the core,
she says: “Young people have huge
potential. But things won’t always be
easy. It’s important to understand
that this doesn’t mean that you can’t
achieve your dreams.”
■ aib.ie/events/future-sparks-festival

W
hen you’re young and
school-going, career choice
can be a gnarly topic, es-
pecially when punctuated
by talk of points, pressure

and parental expectation. The fact
that the subject generally focuses on
college options, brings little joy to
anyone.

On March 22, the AIB Future
Sparks Festival sets out to inspire
Ireland’s young people. Students at-
tending the event at Dublin’s RDS
will experience workshops and en-
gage with artists, business leaders
and entrepreneurs, keen to inspire
and encourage them to reach their
career potential, whether on the
traditional paths or the roads less
taken.

Sarah Keane, president of the
Olympic Council of Ireland, will be
one of the event’s many motivational
speakers, as will Úna Burke, whose
exquisitely crafted leather designs
have been worn by the likes of Rihan-
na, Lady Gaga and Taylor Swift, and
whose arm-bracelet was proudly
worn by Jennifer Lawrence in The
Hunger Games.

Soulé, is another who’ll inspire Ire-
land’s young at the career festival.
Born in London and raised in the
North Dublin seaside town of Bal-
briggan, the singer songwriter’s in-
nate charisma, talent and electronic
dance tunes have garnered her a
cool, two million streams on Spotify.

In Soule’s view, the biggest chal-
lenges facing young people in Ire-
land, are not knowing what they
want to do after school and not hav-
ing the right support: “School guid-
ance counsellors often don’t know
what advice to give to kids wanting to
work in the arts. That should
change.” The fact that this sassy,
savvy 23 year old is so open about the
hurdles she overcame in her journey
into the music industry, makes her
an excellent choice to inspire stu-
dents at a crossroads in their lives:
“Everyone has obstacles. Mine
centred around self-esteem and diffi-
culty believing in myself.

“For me it was a long process get-
ting over those issues. Now that I
have, I want to inspire young people
to have positive views about them-
selves. I want them to love them-

Soulé (top), Sarah Keane (top tight) and Una Burke (right): all three have excelled in their chosen careers and will speak at AIB Bright Sparks.

Unsure of your
career path?
Artists, business
leaders and
entrepreneurs
will gather in
Dublin this week
to inspire
Ireland’s young
people, writes
Rita de Brún

selves.
“To them I say: ‘Push hard if you

want something. Don’t give up. Even
if you fall 1,000 times, get up again, as
that may be the time when you reach
your goal.’” Her sentiments are
somewhat echoed by Sarah Keane,
who says: “From my personal experi-
ence, the main challenges facing
young women are generally those we
put in front of ourselves. Women
sometimes need to be taught to grasp
opportunities and believe they’re
good enough for them, in a way that
perhaps men do not.”

MAKE IT HAPPEN
One who has not only grasped ca-

reer opportunities but created her
own is the massively talented Úna

‘You can go
wherever you
want and do
whatever you
want to do, so long
as you don’t allow
your mind to stop
you. You can
make it happen

Faces
of the
future
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as I possibly can. I keep my
story updated and try to post
a photo daily,” said Rachel.

Keith says he enjoys step-
ping back from social media.

“While I understand and
appreciate its necessity in
allowing me to travel the
world full time while getting
paid, there’s still a lot to be
said for leaving your phone
in the apartment and setting
off for the day,” he said.

The couple agrees their
online presence has given
them many new opportun-
ities. “It has definitely
opened a lot of doors for us,
and gaining a large following
adds an element of credibil-
ity.” However, they warn it
can be difficult to work while
travelling. “You have to be a
lot more fastidious about not
‘being on holiday’. This is
our life. Although it’s super
exciting to arrive in a new
place, we’re still working. We
view our Airbnb as our rent
and get groceries and cook,
the same as if we were living
at home.” They said this ap-
proach is necessary to save
money while they are travel-
ling. “If we spent money like
tourists everywhere we
went, this would not be poss-
ible.”

“Rachel’s Insta is @forth-
estoryvacations. She tries to
give people the inside scoop
on a city and only visits one-
off businesses in the process.

“I post about full-time af-
fordable travel and minimal-
ism (we both share one suit-
case). Rachel posts about
cool, unique things to do in
each city, and tries to do
everything worth doing
while we’re there.”

Keith and Rachel take dif-
ferent approaches to social
media. “I use social media
regularly, as I am showing
my followers and potential
clients as much of every city

H
usband and wife Keith
Bohan and Rachel
Rogers travel full-
time after giving up
their desk jobs in 2016.

Galway-born Keith met
Rachel, who is from Kansas
City, while they were both
working in New York in 2012.

They both eventually
moved to Galway but the
travel bug had set in. Rachel
quit, starting a travel com-
pany while Keith was offered
the option to work remotely.

“We both work full time,
just without being anchored
to an office, or even country,
I suppose. We don’t see it
ending anytime soon,” Keith
said. “We began planning a
life of full-time travel. In No-
vember 2016, coincidentally
the day after Trump got
elected, we flew to Paris. We
have been travelling since
then, a month in every city
and almost exclusively
Airbnb.”

The pair mainly share
their travels on Instagram.

“Instagram is definitely
our main platform. Mine is
@keithbohan. I’m not as ac-
tive - or professional - as Ra-
chel but like to have the craic
and have a decent follow-
ing,” Keith said.

DENISE O’DONOGHUE

KEITH BOHAN &
RACHEL ROGERS

ONLINE LIVES

underground when the inter-
net makes everything visible
all of the time — there’s no
place left to ferment. Every-
thing is monetised, sanitised,
commodified.

Would punk happen now?
Would rave?

This is not to diss Millen-
nials and Generation Z, in
whom all hope lies but, as the
Spectacle continues to blind
us, their task — saving the
world — seems about as
likely as a pop star torching
their fortune to make a state-
ment.

young cultural revolution-
aries today? Filtering their
Instagram feeds, worrying
about student debt, wonder-
ing if they will ever be able to
move out of home, sick of
being patronised about avo-
cado toast and house de-
posits, focused on gender
pronouns, and being ground
down by austerity. Punch
drunk from a combination of
previous generations ran-
sacking everything, and the
narcissism that comes with
being born digital natives.

You can’t have a cultural

Malcolm McLaren hurled
the boyband from hell at the
world, and the world
swivelled slightly. “It’s the
task of artists to create situ-
ations which confront the
Spectacle,” writes Marchant.
“And show it for what it
merely is, ie a spectacle. Art
is only valid if it wakes up the
individual to their plight,
and helps to destabilise the
Spectacle. The revolutionary
liberation of the individual
leads to the revolutionary
liberation of society.”

But where are all the

tacle would be your phone,
social media, money,
politics, television, adverts,
films, pop music. It would be
Brexit and Trump and Putin
and the Kardashians. All the
swirling noise and fanfare
that blasts and numbs us
daily.

“Keep it spectacular,”
writes Marchant. “And truth
doesn’t matter anymore, and
the ruling classes can retain
power.”

So in 1976, amid the blokey
sludge of prog rock and the
inoffensiveness of disco,

E
ver wanted to know
more about, say, Marx-
ist ideas of alienation or
the situationists, but
couldn’t face reading

actual Marxist or situation-
ist theory? Well now you
don’t have to. A very helpful
man called Ian Marchant has
done it for you, and put it all
in a book, A Hero For High
Times, whose subtitle is A
Younger Reader’s Guide To
The Beats, Hippies, Freaks,
Punks, Ravers, New Age
Travellers and Dog-On-A-
Rope Brew Crew Crusties Of
The British Isles, 1956-1994.

Now, as a retired raver, i
am definitely not a younger
reader — that ship has not so
much sailed as circumnavi-
gated the globe — yet de-
crepitude has not granted me
the patience to digest raw
theory.

Life is short. I remain,
however, curious about what
stuff means — like what on
earth is situationism, and
how it differs from Existen-
tialism and all the other
isms. Why the Sex Pistols
were presented by Malcolm
McLaren as a situationist
happening, or why the KLF
setting fire to a million quid
in 1994 was, suggests Mar-
chant, “the greatest situ-
ationist stunt of all.”

According to the situation-
ists, we live in a hyper-capi-
talist world where we are
kept in constant state of dis-
traction by what founder
Guy Debord called the Spec-
tacle. These days the Spec-

Would punk happen
now? Would rave?

Outside the box
Suzanne Harrington

Follow Suzanne on Twitter: @soozysuze
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Digital detox – for two

gruntled four year old at 8am is not
what a rushed, exhausted and social
media barren mother needed.

I can now see how her addiction to
Kids YouTube and my phone is not
harmless. She became stubborn, un-
helpful and angry at the fact that she
couldn’t watch the same mindless
surprise egg video for the hundredth
time.

T
he day I got my phone back, all
shiny and new looking, I’m em-
barrassed to admit, it went
everywhere with me. I dared
not put it down on the off

chance there was something I needed
to see on Facebook or read on
Twitter. The fear of missing out is
very real and I realise this is my big-
gest failing when it comes to needing
my phone.

I’d like to be able to say that my two
weeks detox meant I am more aware
of my habits and that I’ve changed. I
haven’t, not fully at least. I still check
my email and social media accounts
before I get out of bed in the morning.
I almost always have my phone close
by and I’ve set up more notifications
because it seems I can’t have too
many.

But I am now aware of my daught-
er’s overuse of my phone and this I
have culled dramatically.

“Can I have your phone Mammy?”
“Sorry Sweetie. It’s still not working
properly.”

A humph and a disapproving glare
and her attention is distracted else-
where. Two hours later she asks the
same question forgetting my original
answer but once again I utter the
same plausible excuse. I get the same
reaction.

She’s four so I’m getting away with
these white lies but for how long? She
hasn’t had my phone since I got it
back and I intentionally keep it out of
her sight so the lure to it is not there.
She’s asking less as the days wear on
but she’s still itching to get her hands
on it again.

My constant no’s are, in a way, my
attempt to reprogramme her. Per-
haps I should reprogramme myself
first.

I
t seems as though my phone has
its tight little antennas dug into
me. I “need” my phone as much as
the next person needs their’s.
Like most people, I’ve forgotten to

bring it with me on a night out and
there have been days when I acciden-
tally left it at work. It was temporary
so the separation was bearable, albeit
with a slight scratching underneath
the skin until I was able to paw all
over the screen again.

For some, the need to have their
fingers grazing their mobile at all
times is very real. An incessant panic
hits when it’s lost, out of reach or the
battery screams 3% with no charger
nearby. Nomophobia, the fancy word
for the fear of being without a phone,
is completely understandable and is
quite common. We’re a society in
need of constant recognition, vali-
dation and connection after all.

I felt the reality of this phobia a few
weeks ago when my beloved Sam-
sung decided it needed a tune up.
After giving me some garbled error
that no reset could override, off it
went to fulfil the duties of standard
warranties. As quick as the error ap-
peared, I was phoneless. Contactless.
Empty. Anxious.

“For at least ten days,” the girl in
the phone shop said. Ten days. Two
weeks with weekends. Surviving
without a phone is easy, right? No
calls, no texts, no Twitter or Face-
book at the swipe of the screen.

“It’ll be fine,” I thought as I handed
over my phone for a fortnight of no
contact. No, it’s not all that easy. Det-
oxing from your phone, I discovered,
comes with panic, anxiety and para-
noia. And I wasn’t the only one who
suffered the loss of my phone. My
four year old daughter did too. No
YouTube, no Netflix, no games.

Sad to say, the withdrawal symp-
toms were very real, starting very
quickly. I was barely home when I
reached into my pocket, my fingers
grasping at loose tissues and coppers
but no phone. A heart stopping, pan-
icked moment. Then realisation and
anxiety that all calls, texts, social
media, contact with the outside world
had stalled.

For my daughter, who routinely
asks to use my phone, there was con-
fusion and annoyance that her fa-
vourite toy was no where to be seen.

I wasn’t expecting to feel so lost or
isolated. I didn’t imagine I’d be des-
perate to check my Twitter or email.
We have no landline but I didn’t think
I’d worry about whether someone
needed to contact me or what I’d do in
an emergency. But I did, repeatedly.
Anxiously.

Throughout all of my worries, my
itches and my desperate need to stay
in contact, what was worse was my
daughter’s reaction. She felt the loss
almost as much as I did, drawing in-
ward when she didn’t get to use it.

‘A disgruntled
four year old
at 8am is
not what a
rushed
and social
media barren
mother needed

Geraldine Walsh and daughter Allegra
Walsh, age 4.

without a mobile and I saw how my
internet addiction was spreading to
my daughter. “Can I have your
phone Mammy?” “Sorry darling, it’s
gone for repair.” To which I heard a
chorus of disappointing moans and
groans. In an instant she thought I
was the worst mother ever who was
obviously being mean and keeping
the phone from her on purpose. A dis-

When Geraldine Walsh’s phone broke, it meant a two-week enforced digital detox – for her and her four year old

I’m one of those mothers who
never saw any harm in giving her
little one her phone in the mornings
at breakfast. I make no apologies for
the fact that Netflix or YouTube at the
dining table speeds things up before
the school run. And yes, she may get
my phone when we’re out for some-
thing to eat and probably more times
than I’d care to admit. Two weeks

R
EGULAR readers know this
column is frequently about no-
thing at all. It won’t come as a
surprise when I say that the
big news this week was that I

dyed a pair of boots. But read me out.
Like any columnist worth his salt
there is a small point.

The dyed boot was caused by a
printer. First let’s talk about
printers. As time goes by, my printer-
frustration has been replaced with a
sneaking admiration for the humble
A4 home printer. I just love its sheer
orneriness. In a world where every
iteration of technology wants to be
intuitive, eager to please, like a dog, a
printer doesn’t give a hoot. A printer
is a cat, staring at you and smirking.
I’m waiting for the movie where the
evil villain is thwarted by a paper
jam or a warning that he’s bought
knock-off ink and HP/Epson/Fujitsu
are not one iota happy about it and
they’re watching the house from
across the road in what looks like a

bread van.
But even I was surprised by this

particular printer curveball. I was
carrying it to a new location and the
presence of a child, a Jumperoo, a
nappy-bag and a bib wedged under a
door necessitated me squeezing
around a door and therefore tilting
the printer on its side while carrying
it. 

Now, I don’t blame the printer for
this bit. I guess ink has to live some-
where within a printer. I suppose I
thought it was ‘sealed’ in some way.
In fact it appears to have been lying
in a tray like water for the birds. So
when I tilted the printer, I spilled
black ink on my jeans, my shoes, a
curtain, a child’s playmat, a chair
and finally all over my own right
shoe making a pure hames of it and
unusable for polite society. As spil-
lages go, it’s not exactly Exxon Val-
dez but still, a pain in the hoop.

When life hands you ink-stains, it’s
buy or dye. I did both. I bought black

dye in Hickeys. I cleaned the boots
with white spirit and I dyed them.
Black plus brown equals dark brown.
And they look nice. Let’s not get car-
ried away. This might be the last time
I ever dye something. I am not about
to launch a 450-issue Marshall Ca-
vendish monthly magazine called
Domestic God: Knacky Stuff for the
Beta Male. (First episode is 50cent
with free bottle of dye and each sub-
sequent issue costs €11.)

But it felt good. It felt good not to
throw something away. Not to give
up on an object and just replace be-
cause that’s what we always do. After
coffee cups and promotional pens
from the rebranded mortgage pro-
vider, clothes are another environ-
mental catastrophe. Fast fashion
means we are killing the planet in an-
other way while the planet is dis-
tracted dealing with ocean plastic
weighing more than fish.

The Chinese are fed up with us try-
ing send them nappies in a recyclable

plastics container. Our dumps are
filling up with millions of tons of tops
that looked nice in the shop. The
charity industry will get fed up of our
clothes too eventually. We bring bags
and bags of stuff. Some worn, some a
mistake.

We just can’t go on buying all this
shite and then throwing it away. I
don’t want to hark back to the days of
one pair of Dingo Jeans for mass and
then animal pelts and school slacks
for the rest of the week but there’s no
doubt your average average person
consumed a lot less clothes 20 years
ago.

Even extending the life of a gar-
ment for nine months apparently re-
duces its environmental impact by
20-30%. (Obviously the dye eats into
that but gimme a break OK.)

I haven’t dyed and gone to heaven
but is a tiny mental health boost — an
infusion of the hormone ‘sustainable-
rone’ in not throwing away. And I’ve
a new coloured boot, to boot.

Colm O’Regan

“

Opening Lines

In a world where
every iteration of
technology wants to
be intuitive, eager to
please, like a dog, a
printer doesn’t give
a hoot. A printer is a
cat, staring at you
and smirking
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Dr Naomi Lavelle

T
his question comes in from a
very curious girl called Kayla;
she would like to know why we
cry?

WHY DO WE CRY?
Crying (of the emotional kind) is a

uniquely human thing and scientists
are still researching why we do it. Is
there an evolutionary advantage to
letting tears stream down your face?
Does it change the way we feel? Why
do we sometimes cry for joy as well
as sadness?

DIFFERENT TYPES OF TEARS
Crying is a complex process; we

actually produce three different
types of tears. Basal tears are
produced constantly in order to keep
the eye lubricated.

Reflex tears are produced in
response to an irritant and to help
clear that irritant from the eyes
(this one explains why we cry when
chopping onions). When we talk
about crying we are usually refer-
ring to the third type of tears we hu-
mans produce, the emotional ones.

IS THERE AN ADVANTAGE TO
CRYING?

So why do we cry in response to
fear, sadness or pain? One strong
theory is that we do it to communi-
cate with others, letting people
around us know we are sad or
injured or to show submission,
signalling that we are not a threat.
As well as letting others know
our intentions or needs, crying can
also help us express empathy and
increase our bonds with others. This
theory does support the fact that
there is an evolutionary advantage
to shedding tears.

HOW DO WE MAKE TEARS?
We produce tears in tears glands

(they are also called lacrimal glands)
and they are located just above each
eye. The tears then travel to each eye
via little ducts that open behind our
upper eye lids.

Our tear ducts are constantly
producing tears, to keep our eyes
clean and moist, but we don’t usually
even notice.

When we blink we wipe the tear
fluid over our eyes, keeping them
moist. This fluid is then drained off
from the eyes through more ducts. It
is only when we start producing a lot
more tears that we start to notice
them. The ducts that drain the fluid
away cannot cope with all the extra
tears and they start to run down our
cheeks.

The regions of the brain that
control tear production in the tear
glands are the hypothalamus and
basal ganglia. Both of these areas
play a role in controlling our
emotional responses.

WHAT ARE TEARS MADE OF?

Different tears have different
compositions. Reflex and basal tears
are mostly made up of salty water.
They also contain enzymes that kill
bacteria and vitamins and minerals.

Emotional tears also contain
proteins, called hormones that can
change how we feel.

BACK TO WHY WE CRY
So why do we cry? Apart from

cleaning our eyes, clearing irritants
and helping to communicate feelings
of sadness, happiness or empathy
with others, crying probably has a
direct effect on our emotional state
as well.

Emotional tears contain several
hormones that are produced at times
of stress. Crying may be a way of
removing these stress hormones,
reducing their levels in the body and
calming us down.

Crying can produce physical
changes in our body too; when we
cry our heart rate changes and our
breathing is altered.

Sometimes we cry because it
makes us feel better and that sounds
like as good a reason as any.

■ Naomi is a science communicator
and mother to three inquisitive children.
She can be found at sciencewows.ie
■ Feel free to email your questions to
drhowsciencewows@gmail.com

APPLIANCE
OF SCIENCE
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up homes elsewhere, although they
would not have the luxury of old
foundations to build on, and the
reassurance of building on nests that
had supported full-term hatchings and
rearings in years before.

The bay shore around, above, and
beyond the village is unusually well
forested having been the residence of
the Earl of Shannon, descendant of
Richard Boyle, the major planter of
southwest Cork, who, like other land-
lords, had grown trees (ironically, the
usual verb is ‘planted’) all around his
personal domain. “The house of the
planter is known by the trees...” as
Austin Clarke’s poem puts it.

W
hen I get home, I’ll visit those
devastated woods and view
that solitary nest high on
that lone beech tree even
before I go to the cliffs to see

the ravens.
Our neighbours, the Kevin and

Beth Hanly, heron-masters (or heron
servants) in our absence, report that
during the snow, Ron, the heron that,
in 2011, we rescued as a scrawny,
flightless fledgling wandering lost and
threatened on the floor of our local
wood and raised ‘hands-off’ to juvenile
and airborne status in our garden,
didn’t appear for his usual free lunch
for three days during the heavy snows.

Only in the mating season does he
absent himself for more than a day.
Where would he have sheltered?
Would he have canoodled up with his
this-year’s partner somewhere deep in
the snow-free canopy of a sheltering
Scots pine? When I arrive home this
week, I’ll ask him. He won’t tell me,
and we’ll never know how herons ride
out blizzards. It’s something I’d really
like to know.

alike, this springtime how could they
survive?

Trees in other places on the south-
ern shore of Courtmacsherry Bay
had weathered the storms of October,
and our ‘indigenous’ herons, cruelly
dispossessed by the heavens, could set

like canopies over them; they will sit
like this for hours, and overnight;
whatever it takes to protect the
progeny, whatever is within their
power, they will supply. However, in
the face of the wrath of the heavens, as
experienced by nature and mankind,

completed by February 21 and on May
5, I noted: “Five ravens all fledged and
started flying. Herons standing beside
nests.”

The nests the herons were standing
beside were, of course, their own, built
on the crowns of beech trees 20m-plus
tall, again traditional sites, in the local
woods.

My wife and I and other local
heron-watchers have wondered how
the colony will fare this year. All those
massive nesting trees were knocked
like ninepins by Hurricane Ophelia
and Storm Brian, and when I left on
February 9 only one nest had been
built, with a parent bird daily on
sentry duty beside it. How did this bird
fare during the deluges, storms and
blizzards?

In heavy rains, ravens will sit on
their eggs, spreading their big wings

T
he ravens have built their nest
at their traditional site at
Coomalacha, on the Seven Heads
in West Cork, as they do every
year. I’m glad to hear this.

It’s a well-sheltered ledge on the
north side of a steep cove the narrow
mouth of which faces east, its
back turned to the prevailing
sou’westerlies. Nevertheless, it must
have been as wild as the Gates of Hell
during the recent Arctic weather.
Smart birds, the pair didn’t attempt to
nest until it was all over. They must
have felt it coming.

I’ve been watching these birds for 20
years and kept records for 17. During
my Raven Watch years, they’ve always
built in February, and the chicks have
flown by the second week in May. It
will be interesting, given the late start,
to see when they’ll be fledged and
flown this year.

As I write this in La Gomera in the
Canaries on April 13, I make a note to
go out to the cliffs to see how they’re
getting on when I’m at home later
this week for St Patrick’s Day. I’d
hardly forget anyway. Also, I’ll be at
home from the third week of April, so
I’ll be able to monitor the fledging and
flying of the brood.

The millennium year saw five
chicks “glossy feathered” on April 14.
In 2001 it was May 2 before the two,
only, chicks were fledged, while in 2002
there were “four fully feathered, big as
adults” ready to leave on April 24. Last
year three were in “full feather” by
April 28.

Regarding when they start, I see the
nest is usually built and lined in the
second week in February, but was
already in construction on January 22
in 2005. A typical nesting and rearing
cycle was 2013 when the nest was

Heron-masters intrigued by blizzard-battling Ron

Ron the heron takes a walk. We’ll never know how herons ride out blizzards.

W
andering around Horse Island,
visitors must take the utmost care
lest they suffer the same fate as
the numerous sheep that have
fallen headlong to their doom

down deep mine shafts.
There are several of them on the island,

the remnants of the once-thriving copper
industry on the island which operated from
1820 to 1874 as well as all along the Mizen
Peninsula and which employed thousands
of people.

The Topographical Dictionary Of Ireland
in 1837 reported that the mines yielded very
pure ore and were extensively worked by
the West Cork Mining Company. The ore
was sold in Swansea “at a high price”.

Horse Island, Oileán an Chapaill, is one
of nine Horse Islands in Ireland. The Co
Cork island lies 500m off Rosbrin between
the villages of Ballydehob and Schull in
Roaringwater Bay in the Mizen Peninsula.
In 1841 the population peaked at 137 people,
most of whom were employed in the mines.

Of the old population the last man to live
on the island was Paddy McCarthy who left
in 1965. He bought a farm at Rosbrin, raised
his family, and still farms there today. He
says it was a tough life on Horse Island. He
says people tend to have a romanticised
view of what life was like on the islands in
those days.

“I hear the youngsters romanticising
about it but I wouldn’t like anyone belong-
ing to me to have to live there, it was too
hard to make a living.”

In Paddy’s time, there were five families
on the island.

“Myself and my mother Bridgie Regan,
were the last off the island,” says Paddy.
“My brother Connie was trawling and he
was there too that day. Joe Jones from
Skibbereen left earlier, and Florrie
McCarthy left just before us. There were
nine of them and they lived next door.”

His parents Jeremiah and Bridgie
farmed and fished and one source of in-
come was selling butter at Tom Vaughan’s

shops in Dereennatra and Ballydehob. As
there were no fridges and the butter could
melt before it was brought for sale, it pres-
ented a challenge to get it to market in a
saleable condition. An ingenious solution
was found.

“It was a quarter of a mile from where we
lived to store the butter,” says Paddy.
“There were three mine shafts there. There
was very cold water on the level coming in
from the beach where they were able to
harden and store the butter before selling it
in Ballydehob. It was hard way of making a
shilling.”

As small boys Paddy and his brother
Connie attended school at Rosbrin.

“My father would ferry us over to school
and he’d collect us in the evening. In
November the weather would often be too
bad though.”

Day-to-day life for the young lads was
spent helping on the farm.

“We would do jobs for the parents but
we’d be doing the mick often. I had birds’
nests and I’d go and see them a couple of
times a day.”

Of course life had its downsides with
drowning an ever-present threat for the
fishermen. Then one of paddy’s sisters
died. She was buried on the mainland at

Stouke, as there was an old piseog that if
they changed the family grave (from
Schull) they wouldn’t get sick or die any
more. But two more sisters died anyway.

For entertainment the lads would some-
times visit the mainland.

“We used to go to Ballydehob for a bit of
dancing some nights,” he says. “There was
an old dance hall there. And in to the Town
Hall in Skibbereen too.

“We had a radio with a wet battery, that
would have to be taken out and charged. We
had the radio since the early 50s. We lis-
tened to RTÉ or Radio Luxembourg or the
BBC and you’d learn about current affairs.
And we’d play cards as well.”

Today, Horse Island is privately owned
by Dubliner Adrian Fitzgibbons.

“The island is completely private includ-
ing its pier,” says Adrian.

“However, access to the island’s beaches
from the sea is no problem. Indeed, small
flotillas of boats can be found moored off
the beaches during the summer with many
people having picnics etc.”
■ How to get there: Pleasure craft can visit the
beach only.
■ Other: Thanks to the Skibbereen
Heritage Centre for arranging the
interview with Paddy.

Horse Island in the foreground which once had a thriving mining industry. From 1820 to 1874
hundreds of people were employed at copper mines on the island. Picture: Terri Kearney
Inset: The last of the old population to leave the island, Paddy McCarthy from Rosbrin, Co Cork.

Dan MacCarthy
dan.maccarthy@examiner.ie

Mine of information on islandMine of information on island

Blasket a
victim of
success?

I
T’S commonplace nowadays to hear con-
cerns about the impact of large numbers
of visitors on wild places. Croagh Patrick,
in Co Mayo, where there’s glaring erosion
from the footfall of tens of thousands of

pilgrims, is an example.
However, almost a century ago, there were

similar worries about an influx of tourists to
the Great Blasket Island, in Co Kerry, after
the island and a few of its inhabitants became
quite famous following the publication of a
number of books in the 1920s about life there.
A literary wave hit the island, it could be said.

More recently, nature lovers highlighted
threats to wild birds on Skellig Michael, in Co
Kerry, because it was chosen as a location for
the shooting of Star Wars films. Already,
numbers going to Skellig are limited and the
same will happen on the Great Blasket if plans
to designate it a national historic park (al-
ready about 20 years in gestation) ever come
to pass. There are organised boat trips to the
Blasket, which many visitors take, while its
mystique continues to grow.

The Blasket library is also expanding and
the latest book is a biography of Tomas Ó
Criomhthain, author of the memoir, An
tOileánach (The Islandman), and other works.
He spent his entire life on the island and was a
jack of all trades; a carpenter, stonemason,
fisherman, turfcutter, gardener, rabbit
hunter and someone who, along other island-
ers, salvaged shipwrecks.

“You can’t live on the scenery,” he once
said, memorably, saying that a person had
to be a multi-tasker to survive in such an
environment.

In the biography, The Blasket Islandman,
author Gerald Hayes says the island’s grow-
ing fame and corresponding rise in visitor
numbers became a problem. The influx be-
came something of a nuisance, interfering
with the islanders’ daily work and people
galore calling to see Ó Criomhthain’s house.

Ó Criomhthain wrote that, on holidays,
people could be seen making for the islands in
boats from every direction.

“They don’t leave either without their
dinner. Someone said that you’d think that
the islanders were paid by the Government to
prepare tea for them every Sunday and holi-
day,’’ he noted wryly.

One observer, Mairin Nic Eoin, felt tourism
was contributing to the erosion of the native
lifestyle that had made the island popular in
the first place.

Much of the island, abandoned in 1953, is
now owned by the Office of Public Works,
which is also restoring the old village.

Conservation works have also taken place
to several other historic houses on the island
and further works are planned. Around 10,000
people land each year, but it doesn’t yet have a
public toilet, but one is planned.

Donal Hickey
donal.hickey@examiner.ie
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Resilient
ravens
show
species
reversal

A
ccording to the law of entropy, change
occurs in only one direction. You can’t
get coal back from cinders, nor is it
any use crying over spilt milk. Every-
thing is moving relentlessly towards

a state of total disorder. The universe will
cool to a uniform temperature everywhere.
Sometime, in the far distant future, great
heaps of amorphous ‘stuff’, drifting silently
in pitch-black darkness, will be all that
remains of our world.

Evolution mirrors entropy in the way it
proceeds; populations tend to fragment into
races over time. Each line goes its separate
way, most soon dying out. Others become
species in their own right and then they too
fragment. Does the opposite ever happen?
Can divided sub-populations come back
together and merge? ‘Species reversal’, or
‘reticulate evolution’, is rare but Anna
Kearns of the Smithsonian Genomics centre
says two lineages of raven “have been caught
in the act” of reuniting in north America.

The common raven, the world’s largest
crow, exists on both sides of the Atlantic. It’s
not a migrant, so Old and New World ones
don’t encounter each other. Long separated
by the ocean, and living in very different
environments, each of the two populations
developed its own unique characteristics.
However, all common ravens alive today,
including Irish ones, are deemed to belong to
a single species.

Eighteen years ago, Kevin Omland of the
University of Maryland began examining
raven mitochondria. By studying these
power sources of the cells, he hoped to find
evidence that there had once been separate
Old and New World raven types. Analysing
data from hundreds of specimens, he
managed to identify distinct lineages. It
seems that, between one and two million

years ago, the raven population split three
ways. Each group followed its own evolution-
ary path, becoming a distinct species. The
descendants of one of them, the white-necked
raven, still live in Mexico and the southern
US. Omland called the other two types
‘Holarctic’ ravens and ‘Californian’ ones.
The Holarctics evolved in what are now
Alaska Russia and Norway, while the
Californians lived further south.

Two of Omland’s research students, exam-
ining raven mitochondria in the southern
US, found evidence that the Californian and
Holarctic lines merged. The vagaries of
ancient climate change brought the two
groups back together. Instead of each one
doing its own thing the two populations
interbred.

They have been producing viable hybrids
for “at least tens of thousands of years”. This
according to the authors, writing in Nature
Communications, is the strongest evidence
yet found of ‘species reversal’.

These results are of special interest
because we ourselves are products of ‘lineage
fusion’. Homo sapiens first appeared in
Africa around 200,000 years ago. It’s known
that at least three other types of human
were alive then. The Neanderthals roamed
much of Europe and Asia until about 30,000
years ago. Remains of the less well-known
Denisovans, who lived in Siberia, also
date from that time. A third, even more
mysterious, hominid has left traces in
modern human DNA.

For reasons unknown, all of these other
humans became extinct. Or did they? In a
weird sense they didn’t disappear, at least
not completely. Analysis of our genome
shows it contains chunks of DNA from all
three of the other hominids. It seems that our
ancestors, like those of the American ravens,
interbred with their distant cousins. We too
are composite beings.

■ Anna Kearns et al. ‘Genomic evidence of
speciation reversal in ravens’.
Nature Communications. March 2018.

Richard Collins
richard.collins@examiner.ie

Two lineages of raven ‘have been caught in the
act’ of reuniting in north America.

THE ISLANDS OF IRELAND

14 Irish Examiner
Monday, 19.03.2018

Horse Island, Co Cork

РЕЛИЗ ПОДГОТОВИЛА ГРУППА "What's News" VK.COM/WSNWS



15Irish Examiner
Monday, 19.03.2018

Music still makes him smile

I
T’S been almost fifty years since
Don McLean penned American
Pie, the song that launched his
career. A string of hits, including
‘Vincent’, an homage to the artist

Vincent Van Gogh, helped cement his
reputation as a gifted song writer.

Now, at 72, McLean shows no sign
of slowing down. As part of his 2018
tour he’s gearing up for a visit to
Ireland when, he’ll introduce fans to
his latest album, Botanical Gardens.
Taking time out from a busy sched-
ule, McLean starts the conversation
with a trip down memory lane.

“You know, I’ve so many fond
memories of Ireland,” he says, in a
lazy American drawl.

“My first trip over was in 1972
when I stayed at the Gresham Hotel,
in a grand top floor suite. Sup-
posedly, Liz and Dick [Elizabeth
Taylor and Richard Burton] also
stayed there. I remember the place
being bigger than my house and had
lovely peat fireplaces which I enjoyed
very much. The show was held in a
movie theatre across the street from
the hotel. We had a great night but
afterwards, when I returned to the
Gresham, the whole audience was
there. Over three thousand people
had surrounded the building. It was a
welcome I never forgot.”

The young star was even more
impressed by Ireland’s talent. “My
favourite Irish performers were the
original Clancy Brothers. I know all
their songs,” he says. “I even had the
chance to play banjo on several
tracks of one of their albums, Clancy
Brothers Greatest Hits. It was quite a
thrill for the young Don.”

Unfortunately, his own debut
album, Tapestry, proved a less exhil-
arating experience.

“Getting Tapestry out there was
the hardest damn thing I’ve ever
done,” he says. “I was adding songs
in, then taking them out again, it was
incredibly stressful. One minute the
record company liked it and I’d think
I had a deal. Then they changed their
mind and I’d have to start all over
again. I think the problem was that
each song was so different and they
didn’t know what to make of it. In the
end Tapestry found a home with the
greatest record man of all time – Alan
Livingstone at Mediarts. He believed
in me and thought I had talent. I’m
not sure I’d have been a success with-
out him.”

Livingstone’s show of confidence
is a sharp contrast to his father’s
attitude at home.

“My father had Scottish roots and
was a very down to earth kind of a
guy,” he says. “He thought music was
more of a distraction, not something

to choose as a career. He wanted me
to work in an office but, I was deter-
mined to do my own thing.”

McLean might have dreamed of a
music career but his early aspir-
ations seem somewhat limited.

“Well I knew when I got my guitar
that I could write songs. My thought
was that maybe I could get on stage

as an opening act,” he explains. “I
knew if I could do that, I’d definitely
make an impact. You know, make
them realise I was there. But I never
imagined anything much beyond
that.”

As it turned out, McLean’s songs
have set the benchmark for success.
Hits like ‘American Pie’, ‘Vincent’,
‘Castles in the Air’ and the beautiful
ballad ‘And I Love You So’ all share
the same elusive component that
makes them timeless. So what is the
magic formula?

“Oh I don’t know,” he laughs. “It’s
impossible to say because, really, all
songs are unique. You put them out
there and they take on a life of their
own, you never know what’ll happen.
But there are some basic ingredients.
Firstly, you need a strong melody,
that’s the most important thing.
Then you’ll have to have a good
chorus that captures what you want
to say. Next come the lyrics that tell
the story.”

He pauses before adding... “And
you’ll also need a lot of luck!”

Over the decades, the star has seen
many changes in the music scene.

“It’s not the same now. But then
it’s a different world now. Back in the
1950s and ’60s, when I was growing
up, life was much quieter. There
were less cars and, not everyone had
a phone or a television. If people
wanted to watch something on the
TV, they’d go round to someone who
owned one and watch it there. Even
in our house, there’s wasn’t a lot of
dialogue. It meant we had to time to
think. Now, it’s constant mayhem
and noise. People spend time chasing
useless information, attention spans
are shorter, there’s no time to just sit
and be quiet so it’s bound to have an
impact on music.”

The conversation turns toward his
latest album, Botanical Gardens.

“The really is a great album,” he
says. “It was inspired by the
Botanical Gardens in Sydney,

Australia. I was walking through
them and thinking about being
young. So, I guess you could say the
album is really a story about dream-
ing. It’s about youth and romance.

“You know, I think that romance is
one of the things we’ve lost today.
People are so technologically
minded, they forget about the beauty
in life.

“They believe in sex rather than
romance and don’t understand the
best part of life is its poetry. We ig-
nore the lovely and focus on ugly as-
pects like crime and violence. I like to
think this album is one of the prettier
things.”

McLean’s personal life hasn’t been
without incident. In 2016, he pleaded
guilty a domestic violence charge
against his then wife Patrisha
McLean, and the charges were subse-
quently dismissed when he fulfilled
the terms of a plea agreement. The
couple were subsequently divorced.

When he isn’t writing or touring,

McLean enjoys spending time at his
home in the state of Maine. “In my
professional life, I’m on stage, sur-
rounded by people, screaming and
shouting at me, sometimes they even
throw things,” he chuckles.

“But, in private, I like to get away
from everyone. I love being in the
countryside, spending time with my
children and two lovely grand-
daughters. Sometimes I’ll be around
my horses but the thing I enjoy most
is browsing around shopping for an-
tiques.

“I’m very into Oriental rugs at the
minute. I don’t know what it is but
whether its mundane things like
fixing the roof or buying a gorgeous
old table, I love making my home
beautiful.”

■ Don McLean’s upcoming gigs in
Ireland include Vicar Street, Dublin, May
20-23; University Concert Hall Limerick,
June 1-2; and Marquee, Cork, June 14

Don McLean playing
i n  V i  c a  r  S t  r e  e t  i n 
2015. The Marquee in
Cork features among
h i s  up  co  mi  ng  to  ur 
dates in Ireland.

Picture: G. McDonnell /
VIPIRELAND

‘My favourite
Irish performers
were the original
Clancy Brothers.
I know all
their songs

As Don McLean
gets ready for an
Irish tour, he tells
Lorraine Wylie
why he’s still
making records
almost 50 years
after his
debut album

1|theatre|
WAITING FOR GODOT

Druid bring their production of Beckett’s
classic to Cork as part of an extensive
Irish tour.
■ Everyman, Cork, Tues-Fri

2|album|
JACK WHITE

The former White Stripe is never less than
interesting on an album that occasionally
strays into the realm of bonkers as he
continues to push rock music’s bound-
aries.
■ Boarding House Reach, out Friday

3|theatre|
Grief Is The Thing With Feathers

The latest collaboration between Enda
Walsh and Cillian Murphy begins its run at
the Black Box in Galway before moving to
Dublin.
■ Black Box, Galway, until March 24

4|gig|
LEE ‘SCRATCH’ PERRY

The reggae legend plays four dates in Ire-
land over the next week.
■ Thursday, Cyprus Avenue, Cork

5|festival|
Dingle International Film Festival

Black ’47 and The Camino Voyage are
among the new Irish films being shown at
the annual event in the Kerry town.
■ dinglefilmfestival.com, Thurs–Sun

Des O’Driscoll

5 THINGS
TO DO
THIS WEEK

Creating images of the healing power of plants
was then known, when the disease
swept England in the 19th century.

“My love of plants is to do with how
they create an environment for us,
and the well-being and little patches
of heaven they give us access to,” she
says.

Sergy is not a herbalist, and
deliberately steered clear of untested
traditional folk medicines, the better
to delve into the hard science that has
gone into isolating and synthesising
plant molecules for medicine.

“I wanted to celebrate plants that
made major drugs,” she says.

“Obviously, there are many herbs
that have been used and plants that
have been studied, but I wanted to
show how important plants are in our
lives even when they’re invisible.”

Sergy’s exhibition includes books,
photographs, photographic collages,
audio recordings of interviews, plant
cuttings and a large greenhouse
installation, lit from within by LED
lighting.

In the section on metformin, it also
contains three self-portraits, reveal-
ing her personal connection to the
drug.

One, Sweets Orgy, is derived from a
1987 performance piece involving
photography, shows Sergy covered in
sweets. It’s an image that predates
her own diagnosis with Type 2 dia-
betes.

“Why I chose that imagery then, I
don’t know,” she says. “It became this
premonition of becoming diabetic, be-
cause diabetes is in my family.”

■ The Fox Got You is at the Lewis
Glucksman Gallery in UCC until
March 28

Environmental Sciences (BEES) to
display her work in UCC.

Her eyes light up when she tells the
story of the plants she’s studied: she
describes how aspirin was discovered
by an English vicar searching for
marsh-loving plants to cure the
symptoms of “the ague”, as malaria

my practice: now, I’m both
a gardener and an artist.”
Approached via what she de-

scribes as “the serendipity of the
internet”, Sergy, who has toured The
Fox Got You in hospitals and botanic
gardens in the UK, was invited by
UCC’s school of Biological, Earth and

Sergy’s career can be divided into
three distinct phases. As a young
woman, she arrived in the UK from
her native Switzerland to study
contemporary dance, and worked in
performance arts, with an emphasis
on the body, feminist aesthetics and
medical imaging. But in her 40s,
following a knee injury, she found
herself drawn more and more to-
wards photography and away from
the physically punishing medium of
contemporary dance.

“I stopped performing,” she
says. “I finished one show and
didn’t have an idea for an-
other, so I thought it was a
sign to move on. I told myself
I could go back to performing
and adapt if I wanted to.”

A self-taught photographer,
Sergy began to focus on visual
arts. “Then,” she says, smiling,
“I fell in love with plants.”

“I needed to earn more money, so I
started gardening for people and I
realised I knew nothing, so I trained
in horticulture and that has shifted

P
LANTS save lives. Aspirin
comes from willow bark,
chemotherapy drug Taxol has
its origins in the Pacific Yew
tree, and digoxin, a medicine

commonly used to treat cardiac
arrhythmia, comes from foxgloves.

A new exhibition in the Lewis
Glucksman gallery at UCC explores
the plant origins of six important
medicines. The artist behind the
work has ample reason to respect the
role plants play in medicine: as a
diabetic, her life depends on
metformin, a medicine with origins in
goats rue, a plant commonly found
growing on waste ground in the UK.

“When I was making the artwork I
thought, this is my story,” Francoise
Sergy says. “I wanted to celebrate this
plant that made the drug that’s so
important to me.”

In an intensive three-year project,
Sergy spoke to patients, scientists and
clinicians, photographed labs, grew
the plants from seed, and witnessed
experiments. The result, The Fox Got
You, is a large-scale body of work that
pushes against the increasingly
permeable membrane between arts
and sciences without ever being
transported across it.

Sergy is one of a growing number of
artists to embrace this cross-over
between arts and scientists, dubbed
STEAM.

“I’m not a scientist, but I’m very
good at asking questions,” Sergy
says. “As an artist, you can have an
overview, an umbrella vision that
brings people together. Sometimes
I’m not really explaining the science
but making it more emotional and
visual; I guess I’m telling the story.”

An exhibition at
the Glucksman
highlights how many
medicines have
come from the the
natural world,
writes Ellie O’Byrne

The Greenhouse from the the Fox Got You exhibition at the Glucksman at
UCC; inset, photographer/scientist Francoise Sergy.
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Republicans urge Trump to let Mueller do his job
Susan Cornwell and
Doina Chiacu
Republican senators warned
US president Donald Trump
yesterday not to fire special
counsel Robert Mueller, and
said the president must let
federal investigators looking
into Russian meddling in the
US election do their jobs.

The Republican president
has renewed his Twitter
attacks on both the Federal
Bureau of Investigation and
Mueller’s probe since the

f ir ing  on  Friday  o f  the
bureau’s  former deputy
director Andrew McCabe,
two days  before  he  was
eligible to retire on a full
pension.

Republican senator Jeff
Flake, who has criticised
Trump, said the president’s
latest comments appeared to
be aimed at the f iring of
Mueller. Republican senator
Lindsey Graham said i f
T r u mp were  to  d ismiss
Mueller it would mark “the
beginning of the end of his

presidency”. AshLee Strong,
spokeswoman for Republi-
can house speaker Paul
Ryan, said: “As the speaker
has always said, Mr Mueller
and his team should be able
to do their job.”

The comments  under-
scored the risks for Trump
if he goes too far to thwart
the federal probe. “I don’t
know what the designs are
on Mueller, but it seems to be
building toward that (firing
him),  and I  just  hope i t
doesn’t go there, because it

can’t. We can’t in Congress
accept  that,”  Flake told
CNN’s State of the Union.

“So I would expect to see
considerable push-back in
the next couple of  days,
urging the president not to
go there.”

In a series of tweets over
the weekend, Trump accused
the FBI leadership of lies,
cor ruption,  and leaking
information. He called the
Russia probe a politically-
motivated witch hunt. “The
Mueller probe should never

have been started, in that
there was no collusion and
there was no crime,” he said.

Yesterday, he attacked
former FBI director James
Comey and McCabe, top
officials who were involved
in the Russia probe and
subsequently fired.

The  U S  int e l l i g e n ce
community has concluded
that Moscow conducted an
influence campaign aimed at
swaying the 2016 presiden-
tial election to Trump over
D emocr at ic  c andi d at e

Hillary Clinton. Mueller is
investigating the Russian
meddling and any possible
collusion with the Trump
campaign.

On Saturday, Trump’s
personal lawyer John Dowd
urged the Justice Depart-
ment of f icial overseeing
Mueller, Rod Rosenstein, to
“bring an end to alleged
Russia collusion investi-
gation manufactured by
M cCab e’ s  bo s s  Ja m es
Comey.”

Republican US Represen-

tative Trey Gowdy criticised
Dowd in an interview with
Fox News Sunday.

“I think the president’s
attorney, frankly, does him a
disservice when he says that
and when he frames the
investigation that way,”
Gowdy said. “If you have an
innocent client, Mr Dowd,
act like it.”

White House legislative
affairs director Marc Short
said the Trump team was
fully co-operating in the
Mueller investigation.

Rebels in
Ghouta
negotiate
with UN
■ Militia opposing Bashar al-Assad
pledges to guarantee civilian safety
Suleiman al-Khalidi
and Lisa Barrington
The main rebel group in the
southern pocket of Syria’s
opposit ion-held eastern
Ghouta said yesterday it was
negotiating with a United
Nations delegation about a
ceasefire, aid and the evacu-
ation of  urgent  medical
cases.

“We are engaged in ar-
ranging serious negotiations
to guarantee the safety and
protection of civilians,” said
Wael Alwan, the Istanbul-
based spokesman for Failaq
al-Rahman.

“The  most  impor tant
points under negotiation are
a ceasefire, ensuring aid for
civilians and the exit  of
medical cases and injured
people needing treatment
outside Ghouta.”

But a general evacuation
of civilians and rebels was
not on the table, he said.

In a month-long assault,
pro-Syrian  gover nment
forces have marched into
much of eastern Ghouta, the
last major insurgent bastion
around Damascus.

Troops have splintered
Ghouta into three besieged
zones in one of the bloodiest
offensives of the seven-year
war, with rebels facing their
worst defeat since the battle
of Aleppo in 2016.

A number  o f  pat ients
requiring urgent medical at-
tention have been evacuated
from the northern pocket
and some aid has entered
there. This has not yet hap-
pened  in  the  southern
pocket.

Figures close to the two
main rebel groups — Failaq
al-Rahman in the south and
Jaish al-Islam in the north —
have  to ld  Reuters  d is -
cussions are underway for
the transfer of Failaq al-Rah-
man and Jaish al-Islam fight-
ers to opposition-held areas
in northern and southern
Syria respectively.

After a morning of calm,
shelling and ground battles
resumed across  eastern
Ghouta yesterday afternoon,
the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said.

The United Nations office
for the coordination of hu-
manitarian affairs (OCHA)
said on Thursday at least
20,000 people had left eastern
Ghouta in the past week,
most  from the southern
pocket through the Ham-
mouriyeh area. The Observ-
atory said about 50,000 had
left the southern pocket in
the past 72 hours and thou-
sands left yesterday.

Yesterday, president Bas-
har al-Assad visited army
positions in Syria’s eastern
Ghouta, Syrian state media
reported.

“In the line of fire in east-
ern Ghouta. . .  president
Assad with heroes of the Sy-
rian Arab army,” a caption
said next to photographs of
Assad in a crowd of men in
military gear, some perched
on top of tanks.

The Syrian army opened a
corridor near Hammouriyeh
this week and civilians have
been making their way out
towards army positions on
foot, hauling their belong-
ings with them.

OCHA said conditions for
those remaining in eastern
Ghouta are dire: “There is
limited food, with reports of
the usual ration of bread for
one day being consumed
over the period of a week to
10 days; insufficient sani-
tation and hygiene support
for those living in base-
ments, and increased risk of
communicable disease.”

Meanwhile ,  Turkish
forces and their Syrian rebel
allies swept into the north-
western Syrian town of Afrin
yesterday, raising their flags
and declaring control after
an eight-week campaign to
drive  out  Kurdish  YPG
forces.
■ Reuters

No fears
ahead of
bridge
collapse
Zachary Fagenson

Engineers and state and
university officials met
hours before a new pedes-
trian bridge collapsed in
southern Florida, killing
six people, but concluded a
crack in the structure was
not a safety concern,
Florida International Uni-
versity said.

The meeting last Thurs-
day involved FIGG, which is
the private contractor for
the overall bridge design,
the school, Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation offi-
cials and Munilla Construc-
tion Management, which
installed the $14.2m
bridge.

A FIGG engineer “con-
cluded there were no safety
concerns and the crack did
not compromise the
structural integrity of the
bridge,” the university said
in a statement.

About three hours after
the meeting ended, the
950-ton bridge collapsed,
crushing vehicles stopped at
a traffic light on the eight-
lane roadway below.

Six people died, including
five whose bodies were re-
covered on Saturday as
workers pulled out vehicles
from the rubble, officials
said.

Authorities found what
they believe to be the last
body on Saturday, Miami-
Dade Police Department
director Juan Perez told a
news conference.

“We’re going to go once
again and make sure that
there’s nobody else down
there, but we’re pretty confi-
dent that no one’s left,” he
said.

Four of the victims found
on Saturday were identified
by police as Rolando Fraga
Hernandez, Oswald Gonza-
lez and Alberto Arias and
Alexa Duran.

Another victim, who died
in a hospital after the
collapse, was identified by
police as Navarro Brown.

The National Transpor-
tation Safety Board is inves-
tigating the reasons for the
bridge’s collapse. News of
the meeting between engin-
eers and officials followed a
revelation late on Friday
that the engineer overseeing
the bridge, which linked the
university campus with the
city of Sweetwater, had
called a state official two
days before the collapse to
report cracks.

However, the voicemail
message from FIGG’s lead
engineer Denney Pate, in-
cluding his assertion the
cracking posed no safety
issue, was not retrieved
until last Friday, a day after
the tragedy, according to the
state transportation agency.

Pate did not immediately
respond to email queries.

Scheduled to open in 2019,
the bridge would have pro-
vided safe passage over a
canal and six lanes of traffic
and created a showpiece
architectural feature con-
necting the campus of FIU
with the community of
Sweetwater, where many
students live.
■ Reuters

Xi propaganda in full swing
the main stage by three
m ember s  o f  the  a rme d
forces. Other pictures on
state media showed ordinary
people standing in applause,
in front of television screens
around the country, at Xi’s
re-appointment.

The government has pres-
ented this month’s parlia-
ment session, and its contro-
versial removal of presiden-
tial term limits, as widely
welcomed, despite criticism
evading the censors and
seeping onto Chinese social
media. The web pages of
state media have supported
the government, even as the
comments sections have
either been disabled or only
show supportive remarks.

Late on Saturday,  the
People’s Daily WeChat ac-
count went live with a game,
where players have 20 sec-
onds to press the screen as
many times as they can to
register a ‘like’ for all the
government’s achievements
of the past five years, Xi’s
first term in office.

The top-rated comment
yesterday was one in which a
user said he had pressed
‘like’ 181 times.

made repeatedly in state
media coverage.

State television showed
images, from the floor in the
Great Hall of the People, of
some legislators in tears,
after Xi swore an oath to the
constitution. His re-election
was described as a “solemn
and sacred, historic mo-
ment”.

In a moment of high politi-
cal theatre, a copy of the con-
stitution was carried onto

would re-elect Xi as presi-
dent, especially following a
constitutional amendment a
week earlier. That lifted
presidential term limits,
meaning Xi can stay on in-
definitely.

While the amendment was
passed with just six dis-
senters — two ‘no’ votes,
three abstentions, and one
invalidated ballot — none of
the roughly 3,000 legislators
voted against Xi, a point

Ben Blanchard

With pictures of ecstatic
citizens standing in applause
and of happily tearful legis-
lators, China’s propaganda
drive has kicked into high
gear, following Xi Jinping’s
unanimous reappointment
as president.

Xi’s face dominated the
front pages of major Sunday
newspapers, many carrying
the same editorial from the
ruling Communist Party’s
official People’s Daily. The
editorial used language redo-
lent of Mao Zedong to say Xi
was a “leader loved and re-
spected by the people” and
“helmsman of the country”.

“The voyage of a great
country cannot do without a
helmsman,” the paper wrote.

The military’s of f icial
People’s Liberation Army
Daily pledged its loyalty to Xi
in its editorial, saying his
election would ensure the
country’s long-term peace
and stability. Xi is also head
of the armed forces,  the
world’s largest.

There  wa s  never  any
doubt  that  the  larg ely
rubber-stamp parliament

Chinese president, Xi Jinping, taking an oath of allegiance to the
constitution. Picture: Ju Peng/Xinhua via AP

A member of a military music band yawns, during an oath-taking ceremony yesterday, at a meeting of China’s National People’s Congress at
the Great Hall of the People, in Beijing. The president, Xi Jinping, was unanimously reappointed. Picture: AP/Andy Wong

North Korea leader ‘committed to denuclearisation’
“threaten regional and glo-
bal security”, the declaration
added, calling for the “com-
plete, verifiable, and irre-
versible denuclearisation” of
the nation.

Tensions have eased in
recent weeks, coinciding
with North Korea’s partici-
pation in the Winter Olym-
pic s ,  i n  t h e  Sout h ,  l as t
month.
■ Additional reporting by
Associated Press

“We strongly urge the
DPRK to immediately, and
fully, comply with its obli-
gations, under all relevant
United Nations Security
Council Resolutions,” the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (Asean) and
Australia said, in a joint dec-
laration, using the initials
for North Korea’s official
name.

The country’s nuclear and
ballistic missile development

grammes and urged “irre-
versible” denuclearisation.

North Korea is pursuing
its weapons programmes in
def iance of  UN Security
Council sanctions and has
boasted of its plans to devel-
op a missile capable of hit-
ting the US mainland.

It defends the programmes
as a deterrent against per-
ceived invasion plans by the
US, which stations 28,500
troops in South Korea.

and that Kim had “conveyed
that commitment.”

She told American TV net-
work CBS’s Face The Nation
that “he’s given his word”
and it’s “the first time that
the words came directly”
from the North’s leader.

Southeast Asian countries
and Australia said yesterday
they held “grave concerns”
about escalating tension
caused by North Korea’s nu-
cl ear  and  miss i le  pro-

was committed to ridding the
Korean Peninsula of nuclear
weapons and was willing to
halt nuclear and missile
tests.

North Korea has not pub-
licly confirmed the summit
plans, and a meeting place is
not known.

South  Korea ’s  Kang
Kyung-wha said Seoul has
asked the North “to indicate
in clear terms the commit-
ment to denuclearisation”

Tom Westbrook

South  Korea ’s  fo re ign
minister says North Korea’s
leader has “given his word”
that  he  is  committed to
denuclearisation, a prime
condition for a potential
summit with US president
Donald Trump in May.

Mr Trump has agreed to
what would be historic talks
after South Korean officials
relayed that Kim Jong Un

German minister says EU
‘patronising’ on migration

Seehofer criticised the EU
for its inability to control its
external borders and for
what he called a “moralis-
ing” tone towards eastern
European states who have
refused to take in asylum
seekers under an EU-wide
quota system.

Su ch  an  at t i tude  wa s
“counter-productive,” said
Seehofer.

energy,” he told Die Welt.
SPD deputy leader Ralf

Stegner told Die Welt his
party would not allow the co-
alition to “shift to the right”.

Johannes  Kahr s ,  a
member of parliament and
spokesman for the SPD’s
conservative wing, accused
Seehofer of using his new
ministerial post to carry out
a Bavarian state campaign.

state elections in Bavaria.
But members of his own

conservat ives  and  the
centre-left Social Democrats,
junior partners in Merkel’s
“grand coalition”, accused
Seehofer and others of sow-
ing unrest with the new gov-
ernment just days after it
was sworn in.

Bernd Althusmann, who
heads conservatives in the
northern state of Lower Sa-
xony, urged the government
to get to work instead of fo-
cusing on tensions among
the coalition partners.

“We’re  not  going  to
increase trust in the ability
of this difficult coalition to
govern through fights and
publicity stunts, but rather
through earnestness and

Merkel had already re-
buffed Seehofer last week,
saying that Germany’s four
million Muslims belonged to
the country, as did their re-
ligion.

Seehofer, a former Bavar-
ian premier, repeatedly criti-
cised Merkel for her hand-
ling of the 2015 migration
crisis. He has ratcheted up
his rhetoric in recent days,
keen to help his party win
back voters who defected in
large numbers to the far-
right Alternative for Ger-
many (AfD) in the September
24 national election.

Seehofer is taking a more
hardl ine  s tance  on  mi -
gration, security and the EU
as his party prepares for a
bruising fight in October

Andrea Shalal

Germany’s interior minister
drew fire from across the
political spectrum yesterday
after accusing the European
Union of taking a patronis-
ing stance towards eastern
EU members  about  mi -
gration.

The remarks by Horst See-
hofer, a member of Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel’s CSU
Bavarian allies, put him at
odds with Merkel and her
centre-left Social Democratic
coalition partners.

His comments, reported by
the newspaper Die Welt am
Sonntag, came days after he
sparked a public outcry by
saying Islam did not belong
to Germany.

Germany’s Horst Seehofer, whose remarks on the EU put him at odds
with Chancellor Angela Merkel. Picture: AP /Markus Schreiber

Zimbabwe goes
to the polls in July

after a meeting with South
African President Cyril Ra-
maphosa on Saturday night.

Mnangagwa, 75, said the
elections would be free of
the violence that gripped
previous polls and which
was one of the reasons for
strained relations between
Zimbabwe and the West.

“I have already invited all
political parties in Zimbabwe
to a roundtable where we all
commit ourselves to non-vi-
olence,” he added.

Mnanaggwa will have to
announce a date in an offi-
cial notice.

H e  ha s  sa i d  he  wo uld
invite Western observers,
who had been banned under
Mugabe’s rule.
■ Reuters

Zimbabwe’s first presiden-
tial and parliamentary elec-
tions since the end of former
strongman Robert Mugabe’s
long rule will take place in
July, President Emmerson
Mnangagwa has said.

The polls will be the first
major test of the new leader,
who took power in Novem-
ber after a de facto military
coup forced the 94-year-old
Mugabe to resign.

They will also be the first
without Mugabe’s name on
the ballot since indepen-
dence from Britain in 1980.

“As a nation, party and
government, we are looking
forward to very peaceful,
transparent and harmonised
elections in July this year,”
Mnangagwa told reporters

Vogue Williams is
expecting a baby

Vogue Williams and Spencer
Matthews. Picture: PA Wire

TV presenter and model Vogue
Williams and Made In Chelsea
star Spencer Matthews are
expecting their first child. The
couple, who met in early 2017
while filming Channel 4 show
The Jump, recently announced
that they were engaged.
Ms Williams, 32, tweeted:
“Couldn’t be more delighted to
announce that we are expect-
ing our first baby! Being with
you @spencermatthews is the
best thing that has ever hap-
pened to me...”
Mr Matthews tweeted: “So...
I’m going to be a father!
Couldn’t be happier to be shar-
ing these times with the love of
my life @voguewilliams.”

Seven sentenced to
die for shrine killing
A court in Bangladesh
sentenced seven militants to
death yesterday for killing a
shrine worker in 2015.
Bangladesh, a Muslim-majority
country of 160m people, is
facing growing militant
violence.
Shrine caretaker, Rahamat Ali,
60, was hacked to death in
November, 2015 in the north-
ern district of Rangpur. Six
others accused of the attack
were acquitted.
The convicted men were
members of the Jamaat-ul-Mu-
jahideen Bangladesh group.
Police believe the group, which
has pledged allegiance to
Islamic State, was responsible
for the July 2016 killing of 22
people in a restaurant.

Croatia declares
flood emergency
Croatia declared a state of
emergency yesterday, in its
central Kosinj valley, after the
Lika river flooded, cutting off
road access to about 500
people and leaving some
villages without electricity.
Mihael Kurtes, an official in the
Perusic municipality, said the
water level was rising by 5cm
per hour. Twenty houses have
been flooded, with others at
risk. Floods have been caused
by melting of heavy snow.

California gets first
female LGBT leader
California will see history made
on Wednesday as Toni Atkins
becomes the first woman and
first lesbian to hold the top job
in its senate.
A former assembly speaker, Ms
Atkins is taking over the post of
senate president for the time
being from fellow Democrat
Kevin de Leon as the chamber
gears up for election season
and faces thorny challenges.
These include a reckoning over
sexual misconduct, a loss of
the Democratic super-majority,
and an icy relationship with the
state assembly.
Ms Atkins, whose colleagues
describe her as measured, said
she is not focused on making
headlines.

Theron opposes
arming teachers
Actress Charlize Theron says
the idea of arming teachers,
after recent US school shoot-
ings or of “adding more guns”
to the situation, is “so
outrageous”.
The South African said: “I have
a very personal experience
with gun violence. I lost my
father to gun violence.”
She added: “I just don’t under-
stand when people try to make
the conversation, the argument
that the fix is more guns. It is so
outrageous to me.”
Theron addressed the Global
Education and Skills Forum, in
Dubai, at the weekend.
Theron said people should
“listen to our kids” to solve the
problem.

Charlize Theron: ‘Lost my father
to gun violence’. Picture: AP

President revokes
state of emergency
Sri Lanka president Maithripala
Sirisena said yesterday that he
had lifted a nationwide state of
emergency imposed on March
6 following buddhist-muslim
clashes.
“Upon assessing the public
safety situation, I instructed to
revoke the state of emergency
from midnight yesterday,”
Sirisena said on Twitter.
He declared a state of
emergency to curb communal
violence after buddhists and
muslims clashed in Kandy. Two
people were killed and proper-
ties and mosques damaged.
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■ Tuesday, March 20:
■ Central Bank announces its
counter cyclical capital buffer
for banks.
■ Central Bank director of
policy and risk, Gerry Cross,
speaks at Dublin University
Law School.
■ Bellway posts interim
earnings.
■ Wednesday, March 21:
■ Federal Reserve chair
Jerome Powell holds news
conference on US interest rate
decision.
■ IFG posts full-year earnings.
■ Kingfisher posts full-year
earnings.
■ Thursday, March 22:
■ Central Bank publishes
quarterly figures on residential
mortgage arrears and
repossessions.
■ Oireachtas Finance
Committee hearing on
proposed sale of non-
performing loans to vulture
funds: Permanent TSB CEO
Jeremy Masding at 9.30am;
Allied Irish Banks CEO Bernard
Byrne at 11.30am.
■ CSO publishes industrial
production figures for January.
■ Friday, March 23:
■ AIB shares trade
ex-dividend.
■ Kingspan shares trade
ex-dividend.

Irish startup makes same-day delivery a retail reality
ing in the National Finals of
Ireland’s Best Young Entre-
preneur in April, and they’re
also in the running for the
National Enterprise Awards.

We B r i n g g  w h  i c h  h a s
just launched in Auckland,
New Zealand, operates in
eight cities in Ireland, UK,
Australia. Mr Hickey says
t h e co  mp  an  y ai  ms  to  in  -
crease that number in 2018
up to 35.

D e l i ve r i e s ha  ve gr  ow  n
from being in the hundreds
a t  th  e en  d of  20  16  to  th  e
hundreds of thousands in the
l a s t  qu  ar  te  r  of  20  17  ,  Mr 
Hickey said.

W h ile We B ring  g is cu  r-
rently an urban-centric ser-
vice, if retailers were to open
up local distribution hubs,
its technology would allow it
to be introduced in smaller
towns and rural areas.

minutes well I know where
I’m going to buy it,” he says.

He said WeBringg differs
from a traditional courier
service in a number of ways.
The platform can integrate
w i t h  a n y  e -c  o mm  e r  c e 
platform or app seamlessly
p u l l i n g  d a t a ,  s u ch  a s 
 cu s t o me r ad  dr e s s , go  od  s,
price, pick-up location and
order number.

Drivers are crowdsourced
making the platform easily
scalable, and the platform
is transparent; customers
get live tracking and direct
c o m m u n i c a t i o n wi  th  th  e
drivers, with point-to-point
delivery.

The company launched in
2016 and received funding
from its Local Enterprise Of-
fice in Fingal which helped
increase its team from four
to 27. The startup is compet-

pass background checks and
h a ve co  mp  le  te  fl e x i b i l i t y
around when and how they
work. “We’ve everyone from
retirees, students, stay-at-
home parents who are doing
it after the school run. What
that gives us is a guaranteed
fleet because there’s always
someone available to do the
job.”

 As  we  l l  as  s i  gn  in  g  up 
drivers, WeBringg is helping
to educate retailers about
h o w ha  vi  ng  a  sa  me  -d  ay 
delivery option can differ-
entiate their brand from its
competitors. He said that
s a m e - d a y de  li  ve r y is  no  t
replacing next day or two or
three-day service.

“It’s actually increasing
orders. It’s a different need.
If that online store can’t send
it to me for four days, but
this one can send it in 90

We B r i n g g  i s  o f fe  r i n g  a
service to retailers. Chain
stores like Power City and
independent outlets, such as
flower shop Joy’s Flowers
and Martin’s Off Licence, as
well as online shop Gifts.ie
are already on board.

How retailers choose to
o f fe  r th  e se  rv  ic  e is  up  to 
them, Mr Hickey says. Some
are offering it as an option at
checkout, while others are
advertising it on their web-
site as a unique selling point.
It charges a flat rate of €8.59
per delivery within 10km
a n d €1  .3  5  pe  r  ki  lo  me  tr  e
thereafter.

WeBringg takes a commis-
sion from the charge, with
the lion’s share going to the
driver. This is a big incentive
to get drivers onboard the
Uber-style platform, he says.

Drivers are required to

friends, Mr Hickey and his
co-founder Sean Murray at a
house party. The financial
adviser, who had forgotten
to buy his wife a birthday
present, was wondering why
can’t you buy stuf f online
and get it delivered the same
way food gets delivered.

“It was that old cliché of
‘isn’t that brilliant idea so
s i m p l e ? ’ . It  wa s a ca  se  of 
stepping back and looking
a t so  me  th  in  g di  f f  er  en  tl  y
an  d  ha  vi  ng  th  at  ‘a  h  ha  ’
moment,” Mr Hickey said.

A m a z o n al  re  ad  y of  fe  rs 
a sa  me  -d  ay  de  l i  ve  ry  fo  r
members of its Prime service
in the US and UK. It’s only a
matter of time before the ser-
vice is introduced in Ireland,
Mr Hickey said. However, he
doesn’t see the service as a
direct competitor as Amazon
i s  a  m a r k e t p l  a c e  a n d

P o w e r on  yo  ur  ph  on  e or 
Netflix or Just Eat. It’s ‘give
it to me now’.”

T h e id  ea  fo  r We B r i n g g
was sparked during a con-
versation between lifelong

Ruth Doris

There’s no doubt that online
shopping has changed the
face of the retail industry.
We can now order almost
anything from clothing to
holidays, electronics and
gifts from the comfort of our
couches.

I r i s h co  ns  um  er  s sp  en  t
€5bn online in 2017, accord-
ing to the latest Consumer
Market Monitor.

W h i l e co  ns  um  er  s ha  ve
embraced the convenience
of e-commerce, a huge draw-
back is the two to five days’
wait to have the purchased
item delivered, according to
Alan Hickey, co-founder of
same-day delivery service,
WeBringg.

“We live in a time of in-
stant gratification,” he said.

“ W h e t h e r  i t ’ s  P a dd  y

Alan Hickey and Sean Murray of
WeBringg. Picture: Orla Murray

Dynamic duo

Eimear McLoughlin and Anne Boyle of People 1st, which was among the 137 companies honoured by Deloitte in the 10th year of its Best
Managed Companies Awards programme. A total of 22 new companies were added to the Best Managed network at a gala event in the
Convention Centre, Dublin. The 137 firms honoured this year have a combined total turnover of €12bn. Picture: Jason Clarke

Retail Excellence
appoints new boss
Retail representative body
Retail Excellence has said
Lorraine Higgins will take over
as chief executive in July. The
former senator, whose previous
roles included barrister and law
lecturer, will succeed David
Fitzsimons. Ms Whelan joined
Retail Excellence in January
2017 as head of public affairs,
and has been deputy chief
executive since July.

Irish-American
puts €1.5m in hotel
Irish-American hotelier Connie
O Reilly has said €1.5m has
been invested in the last year in
Co Cavan’s four-star Crover
House Hotel. Having increased
staff from 80 to 120 in 2017, the
hotel has invested €1.5m in
its renovation programme, he
said. The American-based
hotelier and restauranteur
bought the property in 1992.

William Fry head is
lawyer of the year
Managing partner of Dublin-
headquartered William Fry,
Bryan Bourke was named
European managing partner of
the year at The Lawyer Euro-
pean Awards 2018 in London.
The awards saw 200
submissions from 135 plus
firms in Europe in 24
categories. William Fry, has
around 460 staff. It also has of-
fices in London, New York, Sili-
con Valley and San Francisco.

New central bank
governor in China
China has named Yi Gang to
run its central bank, elevating a
long-serving deputy governor
with deep international links
to the forefront of efforts to
clean up the nation’s financial
sector.

Tariff backlash
a big worry for
Irish businesses
■ Response of other trade blocs to US move will hurt

2002, the US responded with
a rotating carousel of prod-
u c t s  ot  he  r  th  an  st  ee  l  to 
which it applied import tar-
iffs.

This is the justifiable con-
cern of Irish exporters, who
may get caught in the cross
hairs of a shoot-out between
the US, the EU, and other
trading blocks.

I n Ir  el  an  d,  th  e 45  0 em  -
ployees at Aughinish Alumi-
na plant, near Foynes, in
Limerick, will be concerned
that the dispute will put their
jobs at risk. That the owners
of Aughinish are the Russian
group, Rusal, is unlikely to
be seen in a favourable light
in Washington, amid claims
of Russian interference in
presidential elections.

But with the unpredictable
Mr Trump as head of state,
who knows? Rusal is the lar-
gest producer of aluminium
globally and its Irish facility
is the larg est alumina re-
finery in Europe, with size-
able exports to the US.

Meanwhile, US alumin-
i u m pr  od  uc  er  s  ha  ve  ap  -
plauded the Trump support
tariff, and Century Alumi-
num have committed to rest-
arting one of their facilities,
which will add 150,000 tonnes
of capacity annually at its
smelter in Kentucky.

Propping up inef f icient
plants with trade-protection-
ist measures has not worked
in the past , but when did
that get in the way of a good
political stunt?
■ John Whelan is a leading
expert in Irish and international
trade.

i s  Ch  in  a,  wh  ic  h de  ri  de  d
them as “a serious attack on
t h e no  rm  al  in  te  rn  at i o n a l
trade order”.

UK trade secretary, Liam
F o x ,  sa  id  th  e  Eu  ro  pe  an 
Commission will be direc-
ting the UK’s response to Mr
Trump’s steel tariffs, clarify-
i n g co  mm  en  ts  ma  de  la  st 
week, which suggested the
government was seeking a
separate exemption.

This latest trade dispute
must be cause for concern in
the UK, where prime min-
ister, Theresa May, has been
making strong pronounce-
ments on its ability to negoti-
ate an early free trade agree-
m e n t  wi  th  th  e  US  ,  on  ce 
Brexit kicks in, next year.

They now know that when
tariffs are needed to protect
American jobs and national
security, free trade agree-
ments count for nothing.

Europe has warned the US
will introduce retaliatory
t a r i f f s ag  ai  ns  t Am  er  ic  an 
p ro d u c t s , su  ch as  or  an  ge 
juices from Florida and Cali-
fornia, Harley-Davidson mo-
torbikes, Levi clothing, and
Kentucky bourbon.

The last attempt by the US
to illegally protect its steel
industry was in 2002, when
George Bush was president.
The EU responded by intro-
ducing a long list of US prod-
ucts with a tariff value that
would recover the €2bn they
maintained was the cost of
meeting the US tariffs.

We can expect an equally
long list of products to be on
the EU retaliator list this
time. And, as happened in

John Whelan
Analysis

U S  p re  s i  d e n t ,   D o n a ld 
Trump, stunned the world by
slapping steep trade tariffs
on foreign steel and alumin-
ium, drawing protests across
the globe, amid fears of an
international trade war.

Continuing the sharp de-
parture from a decades-long
d r i ve by th  e US  fo r mo  re
open, less-regulated trade,
he said that America had
been “ravaged by aggressive
foreign-trade practices”.

He announced tarif fs of
25% on imported steel and
10% on aluminium, which
are used in everything from
cars to construction, roads to
railways. For Ireland’s inter-
national traders, there is not
so much concern about these
initial tariffs, but more about
t h e  c o u n t e r  m e a s u r es 
 of  tr  ad  in  g  al  l i  es  ,  wh  os  e
friendly agreements with the
US have been tossed aside.

G e r m a n y ,  wh  ic  h ha  s a
large steel industry at risk,
was criticised by Mr Trump,
who revived a longstanding
gripe that European NATO
allies do not pay their fair
share. The German foreign
minister robustly replied:
“The EU must respond deci-
sively to US punitive tariffs,
which endanger thousands
of jobs in Europe.”

Japan said the moves may
gravely impact its economic
relationship with the US.
The real target of the tariffs

Central Bank vacancies ‘concerning’
“The market for high ly

qualif ied and experienced
people is buoyant across the
financial services sector and
this is undoubtedly having
a n im  pa  ct  on  re  gu  la  to  ry 
authorities including our
Central Bank.

He called on the watchdog
to raise the issue with Mr
D o n o h o e if  th  e va c a n c i e s
were impacting its role.

“If the Central Bank has
a n y  co  nc  er  ns  ab  ou  t  th  e
impact this issue is having
on its ability to perform its
functions, it needs to raise
these with the Minister for
Finance and offer up some
s u g g e s t e d so  lu  ti  on  s , ” Mr 
McGrath said.

agement roles filled in 2017.
Mr McGrath said: “The

t u r n o ve r of  pe  rs  on  ne  l at 
s en  io  r  le  ve  ls  wi  th  in  th  e
Central Bank is certainly a
so  ur  ce  of  co  nc  er  n.  It  ha  s
been apparent for some time
now that the Central Bank
is finding it increasingly dif-
ficult to attract and retain
people for the most senior
roles in the org anisation.
T h e va c a n c y ra  te  ac  ro  ss 
key functions of the bank is
unacceptably high.”

He said the Central Bank
and other financial regula-
tory authorities were suffer-
i n g  f r om  i n c r e a s in  g ly 
attractive roles in the private
sector.

regarding vacancies by Mr
M c G r a t h .  Th  re  e of  th  os  e
vacancies arose because of
personnel being transferred
to other priority areas, the
minister said.

O n g o i n g gr  ow  th  in  th  e
scale of the international
f i n a n c e se  ct  or  , ex  pa  nd  ed 
regulation and inspection
processes were some of the
r e a s o n s wh  y th  e Ce  nt  ra  l
Bank needed to recruit in
recent years, the minister
said. There were around 152
active roles being recruited
within the Central Bank in
November, with a recruit-
m e n t  t i  me  of  mo  re  th  an 
e ig  ht  we  ek  s  on  av  er  ag  e. 
There were 35 senior man-

Pádraig Hoare

Turnover in senior roles at
the Central Bank is a source
for concern with vacancies
in key roles unacceptably
h i g h ,  sa  ys  F i an  na  Fá  i l 
s po  ke  sm  an  fo  r  f i  na  nc  e , 
Michael McGrath. The claim
followed the revelation by
Finance Minister Paschal
D o n o h o e  th  at  th  er  e  ar  e
six senior managerial roles
vacant in the Central Bank.

There are also six senior
manag er roles within the
watchdog that are currently
filled on an acting basis, as of
mid-January, according to
the minister’s response to a
p a rl  ia  me  nt  ar  y  qu  es  t i  on 

Free trade pledge at G20 summit
G e r m a n  ch a n c  ell or  

Angela Merkel spoke with
Chinese president Xi Jinp-
ing about the proposed US
tariffs, and underscored the
importance of multilateral
co-operation on global trade.

The two leaders agreed to
work on solutions for excess
capacity in world steel mar-
kets within the framework
of the G20 group of indus-
trialised nations.

Trump wants to impose
duties on incoming steel
and aluminium. He also
threatened to levy a tax on
European cars if the EU did
not remove tariffs and trade
barriers on a range of goods.
■ Reuters

war with the EU.
German economy min-

ister Peter Altmaier warned
the US against trying to
d r i ve a we d g e be  tw e e n
Germany and the rest of
Europe with import tariffs,
and said a global trade war
would harm producers and
consumers.

Altmaier said he prepared
for his meetings with US offi-
cials in close co-ordination
with EU Trade Commis-
sioner Cecilia Malmstrom.

“We are a customs union
and act jointly. It cannot
be in the interest of the
US government to divide
Europe, and it also would
not succeed,” he said.

would continue talks to dis-
suade the US from imposing
planned punitive steel and
aluminium tariffs.

He said he would under-
score the importance of free
trade for the global economy
when he meets US treasury
secretary Steven Mnuchin.

Free trade had a decisive
role to play in securing
future growth, said Scholz.

“That’s why it would be
difficult if protectionism
played a bigger role,” he
said. Scholz said Germany
had a clear position on the
planned US tarif fs, and
hoped further discussions
w i t h US  of  fi c i a l s co  ul  d
help avert a looming trade

Germany and Argentina
want to uphold a pledge to
keep international trade
fre e at a su m mi t of th e
world’s largest economies
in Buenos Aires this week,
their finance ministers said.

A r g e n t i n a ’ s tr  ea  su  ry 
minister Nicolas Dujovne,
the host of the summit of
G20 finance ministers and
central bank governors, said
the aim was to reach an
agreement sustaining the
benefits of free trade.

His words were echoed by
Germany’s finance minister
Olaf Scholz.

Scholz said protectionism
could harm economic pros-
pects and said that Germany
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Imbalance in economy still a concern

EU authors, Siedschlag, Di Ubaldo and
Koecklin.

They have examined productivity
among Irish firms and have concluded
that between 2008 and 2014 an already
large productivity gap between Irish
and foreign-owned firms with oper-
ations here widened, in most sectors.

In the top 10% of Irish-owned firms,
productivity grew between 2008 and
2014, rising by 20% in manufacturing
firms and by 10% in elite service
firms.

But among the bottom 90% of Irish
firms — the great majority — produc-
tivity actually fell by 5% among
services firms and by 4% in the case of
manufacturers.

Productivity among the top 10% of
overseas-owned firm jumped by almost
40%. In the case of non-EU foreign
owned manufacturers (mainly US the
increase was 90%), the engine room of
Irish manufacturing is dominated by a
small group of largely US-owned firms.

The researchers did note that while
most innovative activity is carried out
by overseas based firms, the record of
Irish firms is improving.

Not all innovation need be costly. In-
novation extends not just to products,
but also to processes, to the organi-
sation and to the marketing activities of
the firms involved.

Wages are now on the rise and the
latest CIPD survey indicates that wages
in SMEs last year jumped by almost 5%,
having previously lagged those of
larger firms.

As labour costs inevitably rise — no
bad thing in itself — the pressure on
owners and managers to boost produc-
tivity across a number of measures can
only grow and as we all know, it is
occurring at a time when many mar-
kets face the prospect of disruption.

It is imperative that state agencies,
industry groups and strong firms step
forward to support our domestic base
through what looks set to be tricky
times.

This challenge could be as great as
the task the then government faced
back in 2011 when it set out to rebuild
the wider macro-economy.

wonders how Ireland can avoid another
boom to bust cycle. He talks of the need
to future-proof our competitiveness,
and warns in effect that one leg of the
Irish business chair is wobbly.

Indigenous firms rely on a narrow
range of products and services and on a
small number of export markets.

Smaller firms, which provide the
bulk of the jobs , are less productive, far
less likely to invest in innovation and
less likely to afford the management
talent needed.

Mr Clinch’s warnings are backed up
in a recent ESRI publication by three

aside, suggested that banks and their
senior managers were not delivering on
their promise to put the customer at the
top of their priority list.

SMEs have suffered more than most
from banking and other forms of
neglect, and as a result Ireland has
lacked the sort of regional industrial
spine of the sort that has existed in
western Germany since the 1950s.

Imbalances at the heart of Irish
business remain a source of ongoing
concern.

The chairman of the National
Competitiveness Council, Peter Clinch

and the tail risks, we should be aiming
for a fiscal buffer in the form of
surpluses. But do the voters and their
representatives possess the required
maturity?

Mr Lane welcomes the National
Development Plan and in particular,
the fact that the increase in spending is
to be gradual, reducing the risk of a
crowding out of other investment as
costs are bid up. In ramping up activity,
it is best not to slam the foot on the
accelerator.

The governor reviewed the state of
Irish banking and in a hard-hitting

As employment in Ireland approaches
levels last witnessed in 2007, it is time to
reflect on the sustainability of the
country’s remarkable rebound.

Governor of the Central Bank, Philip
Lane, an economist by trade, was on
hand last week to acknowledge that
there have indeed been great strides
— and to add a few words of caution.

In a speech delivered at the Irish
Institute of European Affairs, Mr Lane
pointed out that the structure of our
2.2 million workforce is much more
balanced than it was a decade ago when
one in nine worked in construction.
Today, the corresponding figure is one
in 16.

Numbers gainfully employed have
jumped 17% since 2012 while the
average working week has also risen —
from just under 35 hours to almost 37
hours.

This is happening at a time when the
eurozone has for now embarked on its
own recovery, with the jobless rate
falling from 12% to just over 9% in 2017.

However, amid the embryonic
celebrations comes the inevitable
words of warning.

As the ‘governor observes, the
Irish economy, small and open, is
“intrinsically volatile” and tail risks are
on the increase. He is an economist,
remember.

And here, he points to Donald
Trump’s tax reforms. The impact on
multinational treasury operations is
clear — the impact on productive
investment not yet so evident. There
are some worrying signs that invest-
ment in key sectors is on hold.

Then there is the proposed tax on
digital operations, perhaps deserved
but hardly welcome from an Irish
perspective.

Mr Lane also cites the prospect of
more protectionist measures and
inevitably, there is Brexit and the
impact already on the UK pound which
is hitting exporters’ bottom lines.

“Any trade friction will reduce
long-term living standards. Resources
will have to be diverted to set up logis-
tics. There will be extra transit costs.”

Add to that greater difficulties in
accessing markets and a possible
shrinkage in the availability of
imported products and inputs.

The governor accepts that more
public spending and lower taxes may
be possible, but cautions that given our
high level of debt, the stage of the cycle

Strong support is needed for our domestic base through what looks set to be tricky times — a
challenge that could be as great as that of 2011, writes Kyran Fitzgerald

Central Bank governor Philip Lane: The Irish economy, small and open, is ‘intrinsically volatile’ and tail risks are on the increase.
Photo: RollingNews.ie

WITH the launch of a hand-
made, high protein, high
fibre snack bar, Kerry
entrepreneur Niall Harty

is aiming to take a bite out of Ireland’s
fast growing sports nutrition market.

“The protein bar market in Ireland
had been growing by 200% year on year
since 2015, but many of the bars on sale
are highly processed and contain artifi-
cial sweeteners. We believe there is an
opportunity to target health conscious
millennials with high protein bars that
are 100% natural,” he said.

Identifying this niche opportunity
prompted him to set up Origin Bars in
2016 and launch a range of three prod-
ucts. Now a finalist in this year’s Ire-
land’s Best Young Entrepreneur (IBYE)
competition, the company has a staff of
three and is currently listed in 41 Super-
Valu stores in Cork and Kerry while
also selling in some health food stores,
Spars and Centras.

“This month we signed an agreement
with a wholesale distributor which will
distribute our products to health food
stores around the country,” said Mr
Harty, who aims to see Origin Bars on
sale in 100 outlets by the end of this
year.

With €15,000 Best Kerry Start win-
nings in the IBYE competition and sup-
port from both Enterprise Ireland and
the Kerry Local Enterprise Office, the
company is preparing for a move into a
6,500 sq ft facility next month which will
allow it to ramp up production and
develop sales.

A graduate with a BSc in manufac-
turing engineering management,
Mr Harty embraced a lifestyle change
in 2013 which resulted in him obtaining
a MSc in Food Science, Nutrition and
Health from UCD.

“In 2016, I researched protein bars
and the healthy snack market and de-
veloped several bars,” says Mr Harty,
who used a priming grant from his local
LEO and a small bank loan to establish
his new company at a 1,000 sq ft unit at
The Kerry Food Hub in Firies last year.

In February, the SuperValu Food
Academy agreed to trial his bars in four
Kerry stores.

“We launched our bars in Tralee,
Dingle, Castleisland and Listowel in
February last year and in January this

year Super-
Valu agreed
to take them
into an addi-
tional 32
stores in
Cork. We
expect to be
in all of them
within a few
months,” he
said.

During
2017, the
company
secured
€50,000 in
Competitive
Start Fund-
ing from
Enterprise
Ireland and
was also

selected to take part in Food Works —
an accelerator programme which helps
food companies to scale up and prepare
to export.

By the end of last year, Origin had a
staff of three, including one for produc-
tion. Ross McDowell, who previously
founded Stript Snacks, became a direc-
tor.

Because the bars are hand made, pro-
duction at Origin is a labour-intensive
process.

“Our products are hand rolled, hand
cut and packed by hand — we will con-
tinue with this until we build up the
business, but plan to seek investment
for equipment in the future, possibly
next summer,” said Mr Harty.

He says that although protein bars
have been around since the 1980s, it is
only over the last five years that they
have gone from being products eaten by
athletes and bodybuilders to main-
stream food items, which consumers
see as a healthier option than confec-
tionery bars.

In an increasingly crowded market,
Mr Harty says Origin aims to differenti-
ate itself as a producer of “clean protein
bars”.

“Our product have real ingredients,
almond butter, premium grass-fed
whey protein and no artificial ingredi-
ents — they are not glorified chocolate
bars filled with palm oil and artificial
sweeteners,” he said.

The Origin Bars, which come in three
flavours, sell for €2.99, which Mr Harty
says is competitive given that protein
bars typically sell for between €2.50 and
€3.50.

The company’s plans to move into a
larger unit at the Farranfore Industrial
Estate where it will have the capacity to
make several hundred thousand bars.
The goal for 2019 is a central listing with
SuperValu and by 2020, he says Origin
expects to be ready for export.

Once the preserve of
athletes, protein bars
are going mainstream
and Kerry-based
Origin Bars are
capturing market
share, says
Trish Dromey

Bigger
bite of
snack
market

Niall Harty, CEO, Origin Bars
is expanding his business.

Bord Bia, Tourism Ireland. They are
doing a very good job and are very
ambitious with their targets, look-
ing to double trade with Asia in just
a few years. But to do that, they need
resources.

“When FÁS went, we really threw
the baby out with the bath water. We
used to have engineering graduates
sent to Japan, who worked in the
best companies in the world. They
learned team spirit, corporate cul-
ture. This gave us inside ambassa-
dors in Japanese countries. Many
countries learned about Ireland
through these graduates for the first
tim e , in clu d in g ph  ar m a c e u tic a l
company Takeda. Greg Timmons
from Dublin became CEO in Ireland.
It was so successful, they opened a
second Dublin plant. We’re missing
that now,” he said.

An embassy in Manila, an Irish
version of the UK cultural institu-
tion British Council, and boosting
our financial services presence in
Asia, is critical, he said.

“I’d encourage financial services
in Beijing, Tokyo and Manila. An
embassy in Manila is crucial. We
need more staff on the ground in
China in relation to food, banking,
infrastructure. If we want Ireland to
win these contracts, we need people
there. Ireland always works better
w h e n al  l  ag  en  ci  es  ar  e wo r k i n g
tog ether in one building. It is a
resource issue but it would be mar-
vellous to have an Irish version of
the British Council, under a Brand
Ireland.

and that means huge opportunities.
Irish food and drink exports to

China have increased sixfold in the
last six years. China has become the
third largest market for Irish food
and beverages, and the second for
Irish dairy and pork products.

Yet problems remain that need
action, he said. There is still a lack of
awareness of Ireland in Asia, while
other European countries are ahead
of the curve.

“We have one Bord Bia person in
Shanghai and one in Sing apore.
We’re competing against Denmark
who have 50 to 100. That’s just not
credible. IDA, Enterprise Ireland,

relation to e-commerce and IT.
“You need policymakers, univer-

sities and all stakeholders to not
look to the past and say “this is the
way we have always done it”. You
need people who are dynamic and
forward-looking and action-orien-
tated. We can learn from each other.

“Irish people are halfway between
A m e r i c a n an  d As  ia  n.  We ha  ve 
individualism but we also have the
group collective. The philosophy of
Asia Matters is three words — re-
spect among equals. That should be
the beginning of any relationship.”

Trade between Ireland and China
is now worth about €16bn, he said

learning Asian philosophy from leg-
endary karate sensei Greg Manning
i n  Ma  yf  ie  ld  ,  Co  Co  rk  ,  as  we  l l 
as Asian cultural exper t Fr Joe
Rooney.

H i s  f a  sc  in  at  io  n  w i th  As  ia  n
culture eventually permeated his
personal life — he married a Japan-
ese woman and jokes that his family
is a “Little Japan in Ireland”.

The potential for Irish business
in lands like China, Japan, Korea,
Indonesia, Singapore and The Phil-
ippines is enormous, according to
Mr Murray. With global business
instability due to Brexit and the
T r u m p  ad  mi  ni  s t  ra  t i  on  ,  ma  ny 
executives in Asia are very worried
about risk management in global
expansion, particularly in the West
which means Ireland can be a safe
haven for investment, he said.

I t will take time and ef  fo r t to
cement relationships but the shared
c u l t u r a l  nu  an  ce  s  ca  n  wo  rk  to 
Ireland’s advantage, he said.

“This is not just about Ireland
selling to Asia. This is about the
broader European-Asian partner-
ship. You need to invest in China,
you need to put in time, go out there,
spend resources and most import-
antly fi nd a good par tner on the
ground. You get back what you put
in. It takes time and effort.

“Sometimes talking to Asians,
there is a perception that a colonial
mindset remains, with Westerners
engaged in the “let us educate you”
mode. There are many people in
A s i a  l i  gh  t  ye  ar  s  be  yo  nd  us  in 

H
e was asked to assist a Jap-
anese executive working in
Ireland with the language
barrier. Thirty years later,

C o r k na  ti  ve Ma  rt  in  Mu  rr  ay  is 
known as Mr Asia for his expertise
in business on that continent.

T h e  ex  ec  ut  iv  e  d i  re  c t  or  an  d
co-founder of Ireland’s only Asian
t h i n k - t a n k ,  As  ia  Ma  t t  er  s  ha  s
become one of the foremost author-
ities for Irish business looking to
expand in the likes of China, Japan,
Indonesia and The Philippines.

A non-profit and apolitical mem-
b e r s h i p in  st  it  ut  e,  As  ia  Ma t t e r s
works in close par tnership with
leading corporates and government
stakeholders. Chairman of Asia
M a t t e r s is  Al  an  Du  ke s ,  fo  rm  er 
finance minister.

Mr Murray said: “I was asked by
Mitsui in Ireland to assist a man
n a m e d  Ta  ke  sh  i  Ya k e d a ,  an  d  I
agreed. Getting to know Yakeda San
was unexpectedly wonderful. He
was a genius in his field yet was so
humble and respectful. I never met a
man so capable and so modest. We
became firm friends and I became
transfixed by the dignity of the Jap-

anese people.”
T h e

B i s h o p -
s t o w n
n a t i v e
b e g a n  to 
i m m e r s e
himself in
Asian cul-

t u r e ,   in - 
c l u d i n g

Doing business in
the Far East is all
about doing
business with equals,
Pádraig Hoare is
told by a man known
as Mr Asia, who says
it will take time and
effort to cement
relationships

Asia Matters chief executive, Martin Murray. The group is Ireland’s only Asian think-tank. There are huge opportunities for Irish businesses in the Far East but we need
people on the ground there, he says. Picture: Maxwells

Asia Matters executive director Martin Murray, Minister of State for Financial
Services and Insurance Michael D’Arcy, and PwC managing partner Feargal O’Rourke
at the launch of Asia Matters/ PwC report into Asian financial services.

Businesses advised to look to the EastBusinesses advised to look to the East

Thirty years of travelling back and forth to the Far East has given Martin Murray an
in-depth understanding of a vast region which is ripe with business opportunities
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Brazil tells markets it has improved meat safety standards
Anthony Boadle
and Ana Mano
Brazil has improved its food
s a f e t y s t an  d  a rd  s  a n d is 
working with trade partners
to prevent importers from
b a n n i n g Br  az  i l ia  n  m e a t
products in the fallout from a
2017 plant inspection bribery
scandal, Agriculture Min-
ister Blairo Maggi has said.

Speaking to reporters on
t h e si d e li ne s of th e La tin

America World Economic
Forum in Sao Paulo, Maggi
s a i d s o m e m ea  tp  ac  k i  ng 
plants could be banned by
importing countries due to
new investigations of plants
accused of evading safety
checks and bribing inspec-
tors to conceal problems.

Last week, Maggi’s minis-
try pre-emptively suspended
meat exports by plants in the
towns of Rio Verde and Mi-
neiros, in Goias state, and

Carambeí, in Paraná state.
All belong to food processor
BRF SA — the police’s main
focus in the third phase of
the so-called ‘Weak Flesh’
probe. The suspension con-
cerns shipments to 12 key ex-
por t markets that require
specific controls for the Sal-
monella spp bacteria, includ-
i n g So  u t h  A f r i c a , So  u t h
Korea and the EU.

“Europe is very critical of
Brazil since the first phase of

t h e We a k F l es  h  p r o b e , ”
Maggi said. “We’ve been tell-
ing them we raised the bar
and are enforcing stricter
controls.”

Asked whether the probe
could be expanded, Maggi
said that there are several
lines of investigation, and
new evidence may surface
from testimony given by in-
dividuals co-operating with
authorities through plea bar-
gain agreements.

Executives of BRF SA who
were released by police ten
days ago were told by Bra-
zil’s public prosecutor’s of-
fice that they will not be able
to return to their posts at the
company. A Brazilian judge
o r d e re d th  e i r  s u s p e n s i o n
from their activities in the
company to avoid the risk of
them interfering with an on-
going investigation that they
eng aged in fraud to evade
food safety inspections.

They were ordered to stay
away from the company and
a n y es  ta  b l is  hm  en  ts  B R F
dealt with, including labs.
Police had arrested former
BRF CEO Pedro Faria, the
company’s former vice presi-
dent Helio dos Santos and
other executives on charges
that they knew the company
eng aged in fraud to evade
food safety inspections.

All six people were set free
in the past week.

BRF shares posted their
biggest loss ever on the Sao
Paulo stock exchange after
the arrests that compounded
concerns about the fi rm’s
leadership after a 1.1bn reais
(€275m) loss last year in the
fallout from the ‘Weak Flesh’
investig ation into alleg ed
bribery of food-sanitation in-
spectors at BRF and other
Brazilian food processors.

Major shareholders have
been pushing to replace the

entire BRF board and chair-
man Abilio Diniz, a billion-
aire retail magnate, in the
wake of last year’s scandal.

Faria, BRF’s chief execu-
tive between 2015 and 2017,
a n d Do  s  S a n t o s , wh  o  r e-
signed last week as BRF’s
vice president of global oper-
ations, had spent the week in
p o l i c e cu  s t od  y  w i t h fo  ur 
other company officials in
Curitiba, Paraná state.

— Reuters

The fact that Brexit draft
guidelines specifically cite a
requirement for fisheries to
be included in a Free Trade
Agreement is an extremely
welcome breakthrough.

Years hence, March 2018
may be seen as a defining
month in the development
and sustainability of Irish
fisheries. Against all odds,
we have managed to secure a
commitment in the new draft
guidelines, published by the
European Council in the last
fortnight. Major industry
concerns of avoidance of sep-
aration from other sectors as
well as the retention of exist-
ing reciprocal access to fish-
ing waters and resources are
fully and unequivocally re-
cognised in that draft text.

The draft guidelines,
which sketch out the likely
course of negotiations on the
future relationship between
the EU and the UK, make
specific reference to fisher-
ies in article seven which
states: “Trade in goods, with
the aim of covering all sec-
tors, which should be subject
to zero tariffs and
no quantitative
restrictions with
appropriate ac-
companying
rules of origin. In
this context,
existing recipro-
cal access to fish-
ing waters and
resources should
be maintained.”

This good news
comes on top of
the transitional
guidelines from
the council on Ja-
nuary 29, which
stated that in the transition
period: “Specific consul-
tations should also be fore-
seen with regard to the fixing
of fishing opportunities
(total allowable catches) dur-
ing the transition period, in
full
respect of the union acquis.”

In conjunction with our
European Fisheries Alliance
(EUFA) colleagues, the Killy-
begs Fishermen’s Organi-
sation has lobbied intensely
to have these key commit-
ments included both in the
transitional arrangements
and in the phase two trade
negotiations. The European
Fisheries Alliance, a coali-
tion of fishing fleets in nine
EU countries — including
Ireland — directly impacted
by Brexit, accounts for some
18,000 fishermen with an
annual turnover of €20.7bn.

And EU chief negotiator
Michel Barnier reiterated
his message that the issue of
fisheries can’t be addressed
in isolation from the wider
trade agreement, which is
what KFO and EUFA have
stated from the outset. We
both firmly believe that the
unique nature of fisheries, a
shared resource, must be
considered within the con-
text of wider trade relations
as has now been set out in
the draft guidelines.

The KFO has always main-
tained that the €1.15bn Irish
fishing industry which sus-
tains more than 14,500 jobs,
must be a top priority for our
Government as Ireland faces
the enormity of Brexit draw-
ing ever closer. The level of
uncertainty and the scale of
the challenge facing Irish
fishermen has been causing
the industry many sleepless
nights since the British voted
for Brexit on June 23rd, 2016.

With Ireland sharing 47
out of its 50 Total Allowable
Catches (TACs) and quotas
stocks with Britain, it stands
to reason that Ireland would
suffer disproportionately if
talks on fisheries were ever
separated from trade talks .
As the map below outlines,
our industry is entwined
with Britain like no other,
with our two biggest fisher-
ies, mackerel and nephrops,
inextricably linked.

Earlier this month, I be-
lieve Theresa May jumped
the gun in reassuring British
fishermen they would be
able to have “fairer” access

to UK waters
once Brexit was
agreed. She said:
“We are also
leaving the Com-
mon Fisheries
Policy. The UK
will regain con-
trol over our do-
mestic fisheries
management
rules and access
to our waters.”

UK Environ-
ment Secretary
Michael Gove
and other Brex-
iteers cam-

paigned on the promise of
“taking back control” of Brit-
ish waters. We were never
going to stand idly by and
allow this to happen.

EUFA is setting any inter-
nal grievances regarding the
Common Fisheries Policy
aside to present a united
front to lobby to protect the
industry. It has engaged with
all EU heads of Government,
as well as Task Force 50 (TF
50) headed by Michel Barnier
and the European Commis-
sion, calling for fisheries to
be explicitly included in the
negotiation mandate to guar-
antee mutual access to tradi-
tional fishing grounds, pres-
ervation of the current dis-
tribution of TAC and quotas
as well as maintaining the
existing trading arrange-
ments post Brexit.

By way of conclusion, I’d
like to acknowledge the role
played by Agriculture Min-
ister Michael Creed and his
officials in making this vital
progress. It is now impera-
tive that the minister fight to
ensure the commitments set
out in the draft text are re-
tained in the final document
to be agreed at council by the
end of the month.

We cannot afford to con-
cede a single inch as these
extremely important negoti-
ations reach a finale.

Fisheries fight
tough in face
of Brexit threat

Seán O’Donoghue,
Killybegs Fishermen’s

Organisation CEO

Fitting conclusion to celebration of all things Irish
M r Cr e e d al  so  h a d d  is -

cussions with British Secre-
tary of State for Environ-
ment, Food, and Rural Af-
f a i r s M i ch  ae  l  G o ve on  a
range of issuesm including
Brexit and the potential im-
pacts on the agri-food and
fisheries sector.

He also undertook a com-
prehensive programme of
Irish community, cultural,
political, and promotional
activities in London.

and how to meet them in a
sustainable way.

“The insight centre will
create a platform for Bord
Bia and Irish exporters to
work with their customers
to highlight what consumers
w a n t an  d  h o w th  ey  c an 
s up  p l y   th e se  ne  ed  s , ”   she 
said. “This solution driven
approach will strengthen re-
lationships as these partner-
ships look to meet market
challenges such as Brexit.”

“This Bord Bia initiative,
s u p p o r t e d by my  D e p a r t- 
m e n t , w  il  l  he  lp  p o s it  io n 
Irish exporters with their
customers through a shared
u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f   t h e  
changes in consumer trends
and how to meet them com-
mercially,” he said.

Tara McCarthy said food
b u y e r s a r e  l o o k i n g t o 
partner with their suppliers
to understand the evolving
demands of their customers

Mr Creed also launched
an Insight Centre in Bord
Bia’s London office, to pro-
vide Irish food and drink ex-
porters with access to tailor-
ed consumer and market in-
sights, as well as working fa-
cilities for companies on vi-
sits to Britain. He said in-
sight-led thinking is needed
to address the issues facing
Irish expor ters and their
customers in UK as Brexit
draws closer.

S t a u n t o n in   lea  di  n g  t he 
parade to Trafalgar Square.

Earlier in the week, Mr
Creed and Bord Bia’s chief
executive Tara McCar thy
underlined the strategic im-
portance of the Irish food
and drink industry as a sus-
tainable par tner and sup-
plier to Britain. They hosted
top-to-top meetings with the
CEOs of Sainsbury’s, Marks
and Spencer, McDonalds,
Ocado, and Amazon.

Ray Ryan

A week-long promotional
boost for Ireland’s €4.5bn
food and drink export trade
with Britain ended on a high
note with yesterday’s St Pa-
trick’s Festival parade in
London.

Agriculture Minister Mi-
chael Creed and Mayor of
London Sadiq Khan joined
broadcaster Gloria Hunni-
f o r d an  d  a c t r e s s Im  e l da 

Ray Ryan reports on the success of The Cottage Market, a project
which is reconnecting people with real food by growing their own

Unveiling the 2018 Cottage Market Fund is GIY executive and founder of The Cottage Market Karen O’Donohoe, with Cottage Marketers Sue Parsons, Betty Brosnan, Trudi O’ Regan, Fiona Whelan, Eamonn McCarthy,
Nora Cunningham, James Nichola, Marie O’Mahony, Louise Cuddihy, and Siobhan Doherty. Community groups are now invited to apply for supports worth €30,000. Apply at thecottagemarket.ie by March 23.

Cottage industry’s tasty success
develop a series of detailed
lesson plans that provides
credible and engaging
content for teachers to use
in the classroom.

“Over the years we have
repeatedly seen how even
the simplest food-growing
experience can make
children passionate about
what they eat, and see them
develop a greater under-
standing and food em-
pathy,” said Mr Kelly.

“Innocent, the smoothie
brand, and GIY have cre-
ated the big grow to encour-
age school kids to get out-
side, stick their hands in
some mud and learn about
the benefits of healthy eat-
ing. We want everyone to
have those all-important
memories of growing their
own.”

Since its inception in 2009,
GIY and Innocent have fa-
cilitated hundreds of thou-
sands of children in growing
their own food through the
supply of seeds, grow pots,
compost along with expert
growing advice and tips.

It says the children not
only learn the science of
growing, they also experi-
ence the joy of growing and
eating their own food. This
deeper connection with food
leads to a healthier life.

As well as teaching
children how to grow their
own food in schools, GIY
will also send out 50,000
home packs to families all
over Ireland and Britain
during this year.

Applications are now
being accepted online via
thecottagemarket.ie and
giy.ie. The successful appli-
cants will be awarded with
a tailor-made training pro-
gramme, to ensure the
success and longevity of the
markets.

Experts in social enter-
prise, marketing, finance
and food will deliver train-
ing on key modules includ-
ing how to set up and run a
viable community market,
how to grow food for a mar-
ket and training on how to
successfully market the new
community-led venture.

The deadline for appli-
cations is March 23.

The groups behind the
10 new markets will be se-
lected by March 30, with
their training programme
set to take place at the home
of GIY ‘Grow HQ’ in Water-
ford on April 14.

Meanwhile, 43,000
children in Ireland and
116,000 children in Britain
will this year learn how to
grow their vegetables as
part of another initiative —
the Innocent big Grow —
which shows children how
to grow their own food. GIY
founder Michael Kelly said
it works with teachers and
educational specialists to

new business start-ups,
resulting in job creation.

Karen O’Donohue, GIY’s
head of community develop-
ment and founder of The
Cottage Market, said the 15
markets established in 2017
are in resilient towns and
villages.

They were keen to come
together and tackle their
own community’s over-re-
liance on what is predomi-
nantly mass-produced and
imported food.

“And for each of these
communities, it has been a
huge success,” said Ms
O’Donohue. “The orga-
nisers behind these markets
tell us that this initiative has
resulted in the establish-
ment of new enterprises,
which have all created jobs.

“This is a truly incredible
success. It firmly proves the
ever-increasing interest and
demand from Irish con-

through growing, cooking,
and eating locally and sea-
sonally. It is continuously
seeking and finding new
ways to put homegrown,
and homemade, back in the
heart of communities.

GIY says each market is
unique because it is a reflec-
tion of the community in
which it is located. And it is
not confined to food pro-
ducers. Crafters, jewellers,
carvers, cooks, and knitters
in their local area are wel-
come to join.

Funding from The Ireland
Funds and the Ulster Bank
Skills and Opportunities
Fund have helped 18 com-
munities across the island
of Ireland to set up their
own local Cottage Markets
in recent years.

A €30,000 fund has just
been unveiled by GIY with
the support of The Ireland
Funds to set up 10 new cot-
tage markets in 2018. Last
year, the fund supported 15
markets, many of which be-
came the catalyst of at least
16 new enterprises.

GIY is now inviting com-
munity groups to avail of
start-up funding in order to
set up and run their own
cottage market at the centre
of communities with the
added bonus of supporting

IT all began in Ladys-
bridge, Co Cork,
nearly four years ago,
when Karen O’Dono-

hoe mobilised growers,
carvers, knitters, and
bakers to set up Ireland’s
first cottage market.

Farmers markets have
been a feature of life across
the country for many years,
but the concept of a cottage
market is different.

It brings hobbyists and
amateur producers from a
local community together to
showcase their often-hidden
skills and talents in areas
such as growing, sewing or
baking. Today it is part of
GIY, the not-for-profit social
enterprise which is dedi-
cated to supporting people
to grow some of their own
food at home, school, work
or in the community.

Founded by Michael Kelly
in Waterford in 2008, GIY
will this year support over
540,000 growers and 5,000
community food groups and
projects across Ireland,
Britain and beyond, with
the ultimate aim of creating
a network of 1m GIYers
worldwide.

A four-acre site at Ard-
keen, Waterford, is the GIY
HQ and the location of its
national food education
centre, which incorporates
a grow school, farm shop,
cookery school, a café and
training gardens.

The Cottage Market
project aims to reconnect
people with real food

“GIY is now inviting community
groups to avail of start-up funding
to set up and run their own Cottage
Market at the centre of communities

sumers for locally grown
and locally sourced food and
it is something we hope to
build on again in 2018.”

Caitriona Fottrell, direc-
tor at The Ireland Funds,
said it is delighted to sup-
port the work of GIY’s Cot-
tage Market initiative.

“GIY has been a trans-
formative movement in Ire-
land, not only developing
community-led markets,
but also developing micro-
businesses, and developing
opportunities for commu-
nities to socialise,” she said.

“Through a flagship grant
investment we made in 2016,
we are proud to have sup-
ported the development of
15 new and thriving cottage
markets in just two years.

“We look forward to find-
ing out which new commu-
nities will be re-energised in
2018 through GIY’s Cottage
Market fund.”
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With 50% of the national dairy herd being milk
recorded, dairy expert Joe Sheehy outlines the benefits
for farmers of having data on the yield, fertility and
health of each cow
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To advertise in the Social & Personal Section
Tel: 021-4802236 Email: social.personal@examiner.ie

SOCIAL &
PERSONAL

Auburn
Lodge Hotel
& Leisure Centre,
Ennis, Co Clare

www.auburnlodge.com

2 nights B&B
ONLY €99
for 2 people

2 nights
accommodation +

2 Full Irish Breakfast
for 2 people sharing.

Saturday night
Supplement of

€20 per person

Complimentary use of
leisure centre car
parking & WIFI

Subject to availability,
Valid until 29th March

2018

Phone 065 6821247
E-mail:reservations@

auburnlodge.com

FREE DELIVERY WITHIN IRELAND
TO ORDER CALL 021-4347717

Please quote EXAM 18

Cycling Munster
Great Road Routes

By Dan McCarthy

With routes spanning the province, this guidebook
is all you need to explore the highways and byways
of Munster – on two wheels. Routes are arranged

by difficulty, from the gentlest, shortest circuits
in Cork, through Tipperary, Limerick and Clare, to
the thigh-burning Ring of Kerry, and Waterford’s

Copper Coast and Grand Vee.

€12
RRP: €14.99

Revised
Edition

JON
CLARE

Ladies Fashions
Oliver Plunkett St,

Cork
Tel 021-4277114

Huge
Selection of

Spring /
Summer
Occasion

Wear
now in stock

Outfits to suit
Mother of the

Bride /
Groom,
Guests

Fabulous
Range of

Smart
Casual Wear

all over two
Floors

Upstairs
Outfits with

attention detail,
exclusive labels.

Downstairs
On trend, urban

contemporary casual
wear embracing strong

colour palettes

Also stocking
fantastic accessories

Facebook:
jonclare

www.jonclare.ie

Cork Cork

For further information call our
Tele Sales Department on 021-4274455

or email ads@examiner.ie

Great Monthly
Packages

Advertise your
Summer Property Here

Holiday
Rentals

ooppe y e e

Home or Abroad

Spain

Italy

West Cork

BEARA Allihies cottages near
the beach Easter and summer
availability. Great Walks, pubs
and restaurants. Tel 086-
8030413.

ROSSCARBERY Lux bungalow
adj. to beach/village, Sleeps 6,

avail weekly/wknds, all mod
cons. 087-9756051

Kerry

EASTER in Kenmare: 4*Lux
Houses – bay & mountain
views. Direct access to

Kenmare Bay. All en suite slps
6. Short stroll to town.

www.kenmarecoastalholiday-
cottages. com Tel.

057-8660775 / 087 2416825

HOLIDAY GUIDE

HOLIDAY
ADVERTISING

Call
Tele Sales

021 4274455
ads@examiner.ie
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Mon-Sat: 7.30pm
Sat Mat: 2.30pm
1st Feb - 24th Mar

P LOOK BACK
IN ANGER
By John Osborne

RUNS UNTIL SATURDAY 24TH MARCH
‘full of destructiveness, and...magnificently
played by Toner’. Irish Independent
Tickets: €25 - €38 www.gatetheatre.ie

GATE THEATRE
Tel: (01) 874 4045

An Abbey Theatre Production
THE UNMANAGEABLE
SISTERS

ABBEY THEATRE
Tel: (01) 87 87 222

Deirdre Kinahan’s new version of Michel
Tremblay’s fêted Quebecois comedy.
Tickets €13 - €35 / Conc. €13 - €30
www.abbeytheatre.ie

Mon-Sat: 7.30pm
Mats Sat 2.00pm

On the Abbey Stage
Runs until Apr 7th

ART
YASMINA REZA’S MULTI
AWARD-WINNING COMEDY

GAIETY THEATRE
Tel: 0818 719388

NIGEL HAVERS, DENIS LAWSON
AND STEPHEN TOMPKINSON
Tickets from €21.00 - €51.00
Gaiety Box Office: 0818 719388 www.ticketmaster.ie

Mon-Sat: 7.30pm
Mats Sat & Wed

19th Mar - 24th Mar

Book onwww.muckrosspark.com
Call: 064 662 3400 Email: info@muckrosspark.com

Choice of midweek & weekend dates. Subject to availability.

Stay 3 nights B&B in an
upgraded Superior bedroom.

4 course dinner on one evening
included. Free Spa access.

3 NIGHT ESCAPE
free upgrade

From€274
per person sharing

Social &
Personal

PASSION
FOR

GADGETS
25 – 29 March

Want to get the most out
of your iPhone, IPad, join

the renowned TV3’s
Gadget Guru Colin Baker
for all the tips advice on

the latest gizmos and
gadgets.

Free Midweek Golf
Clinics,

Nightly entertainment and
lots more.

Other March
midweek activities

Home & Garden
Health & Beauty

Ballroom Dancing

www.kellys.ie

KELLY’S
RESORT HOTEL

Rosslare, Co. Wexford.
Tel: (053) 9132114

Vouchers for all Occasions

Social &
Personal

Escape to
Killarney

Town Centre
4* Hotels

Killarney Plaza
Killarney Avenue
Killarney Towers

2BB + 1 D
From

€130 pps

10% OFF
Midweek until

mid-April

Vouchers available
for all occasions

Call 064 6621111
or visit

www.odrhotels.com

2018 Courses

Spanish Tapas

Weber Grill
Academy -

Seafood Essentials

Simple Seafood

Italian
Workshop

Creating classics
for Coeliac

Weber Grill
Academy - Weber

Essentials

BOOK NOW
www.kinsalegourmet

academy.com

CONTACT OUR SOCIAL & PERSONAL TEAM
T. 021 480 22 36

E. social.personal@examiner.ie

The
Killarney

Court Hotel
www.killarneycouthotel.com

**************

March
Midweek

From

€59
Room Only

2 Nights
Midweek

with breakfast

€99
Valid Sun - Thur

Subject to availability

Call
064 6637070
1890 930 033

sales@rlynehotels.com

Subject to Availability

Visit Schull this Spring
& Experience the
Wild Atlantic Way

2 Nights
B&B

for 2
with Dinner on 1 Evening

From €199.00
Sun - Thurs

From €239.00
Fri – Sat

Stay before April 30th
includes complimentary
access to leisure centre

Call 028 28801
www.schullharbourhotel.ie

CONTACT OUR
SOCIAL & PERSONAL TEAM

T. 021 480 22 36
E. social.personal@examiner.ie

Rooms to fill?
86,000 of our readers

stayed in an Irish hotel
in the last 12 months.

Source: TGI 2016

Social & Personal
Advertising
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HOROSCOPES

Deeply rooted fears about being stuck in a situation of
your own making may prompt you to overreact today.
Although you might defend your behavior to anyone
who is shocked or offended by your actions, it’s best
to stop and listen to what’s being said. The reason you
let your emotions overrule common sense is obvious,
but that doesn’t make it right. Benjamin Franklin wrote,
“Reckless haste makes poor speed.”

Your world may suddenly seem uncertain when some-
one acts in a totally unexpected manner. However,
your reaction to people’s unpredictable behavior has
more impact on your future than whatever they might
have done. You have a lesson in acceptance to learn as
you acknowledge how much of your life is actually
beyond your control. Where you place attention and
how you aim your efforts now determine your destiny.

Expressing your anger in a healthy manner can be a
daunting task for you peace-loving Bulls. Unfortu-
nately, sometimes suppressed emotions are just as
destructive as the ones you share. A simple unspoken
truth could turn into a psychological storm that be-
comes the central focus of your inner world today. In-
stead of waiting for the lightning to strike, preemptively
discuss your feelings with someone you trust.

Keeping up with all the changes at work requires your
undivided attention today. Naturally, you don’t want to
make a fuss about something that will quickly fade into
the past, but it’s important to voice your opinion over
matters which impact your daily routine. Ironically, you
like the idea of shaking up your schedule. Musician
Billy Cox said, “The two things in life you are in total
control over are your attitude and your effort.”

You might take it upon yourself to be the truth-teller in
your group of friends or coworkers today. However,
your perspective on a current situation might be rad-
ically different from everyone else’s. Naturally, this
conflict can create awkward interpersonal dynamics,
temporarily isolating you from your community. If you
must speak your truth, do it without assigning blame
on others. Your message is based on how you say it.

You’re no stranger to taking risks, especially when it in-
volves speaking your truth. Although you may be
facing a number of time-sensitive tasks, you’re not too
busy to share your latest scheme for turning serious
commitments into carefree play. But it might seem ob-
vious to others that you’re just trying to avoid the inevi-
tability of the hard work in front of you.Winston Chur-
chill said, “The price of greatness is responsibility.”

The tension at work may be affecting your productivity,
prompting you to finally do something about it. Your in-
creased sensitivity to other people’s emotional nega-
tivity only adds to your dilemma. You understand criti-
cal situations sometimes respond best to radical sol-
utions. Author Clarissa Pinkola Estes, “One of the most
calming and powerful actions you can do to intervene
in a stormy world is to stand up and show your soul.”

You are on a secret mission and don’t want anything to
prevent you from achieving success. You may believe
your self-worth is at stake and you’re eager to demon-
strate your ability to stick with a course of action until
you reach your goal. Unfortunately, you can’t necess-
arily control your feelings today, even if you keep them
to yourself. Carving out some time to sink into your im-
agination allows you to return to the work at hand.

You’re so excited about an upcoming event that you
can’t help but share your enthusiasm with others.
However, you might receive an unfavorable reaction
from a coworker who reminds you of unfulfilled obli-
gations that could interfere with plans. Your reaction to
anyone who rains on your parade may be sudden and
dismissive today, surprising whoever questions your
judgment. There’s always a higher road.

You’re not interested in being tied to anyone else’s
schedule today, and you’re willing to try nearly any-
thing to break free of previous commitments. How-
ever, your intention is not motivated by laziness; to the
contrary, you know you can be much more productive
when you’re in complete control of your environment.
The notion of starting and stopping your creative flow
in order to interact with other people is alien to you.

The ramifications of private information being made
public are impossible to predict, but your best strategy
in an unfolding drama is the same, whether it’s your
secret or someone else’s. Denial or avoidance is not
an option; there’s no way to put the spilled beans back
in the can. Instead, be forthcoming and compassion-
ate. Understand some people might have difficulty as-
similating the data and adjusting to the new landscape.

You could become so enamored with a piece of art or
something of beauty that you’ll take extraordinary
measures to call it your own. Whether you can’t live
without tickets to your favorite performer or the latest
technology to hit the market, you must act now to sat-
isfy your craving. Greek philosopher Epictetus wrote,
“Wealth consists not in having great possessions, but
in having few wants.”

ARIES
March 21 - April 20

LIBRA
September 24 - October 23

TAURUS
April 21 - May 21

SCORPIO
October 24 - November 22

GEMINI
May 22 - June 21

SAGITTARIUS
November 23 - December 21

CANCER
June 22 - July 23

CAPRICORN
December 22 - January 20

LEO
July 24 - August 23

AQUARIUS
January 21 - February 19

VIRGO
August 24 - September 23

PISCES
February 20 - March 20

TIME
WARP

Glenn Close,
actress, 71

St Joseph’s Day – Patron
Saint of fathers, carpen-
ters, procurators and
bursars.
Feast day of St Alcmund,
St John of Panaca, and St
Landoald.
721BC: The first recorded
eclipse was observed by
the Babylonians, accord-
ing to the Greek astron-
omer Ptolemy.
1628: The New England
Company was formed in
Massachusetts Bay.
1834: The six ’Tolpuddle
Martyrs’, who fought the
decline of agricultural
wages, were sentenced to
seven years’ transpor-
tation to Tasmania. Public
outcry had them released
after two years.
1872: Sergei Pavlovich
Diaghilev, often known as
Serge and credited with
being the father ofmodern
ballet, born in Novgorod.
1913: Russian composer
Modest Mussorgsky’s
opera Boris Godunov was
first performed in full at the
Metropolitan Opera, New
York.
1932: The Sydney Harbor
Bridge, New South Wales,
Australia, was opened; it
was the world’s longest
single-span arch bridge.
1976: Princess Margaret
and the Earl of Snowdon
announced their separ-
ation after 16 years of mar-
riage.
1986:BuckinghamPalace
announced the engage-
ment of Prince Andrew
and Sarah Ferguson. Her
engagement ring was a
ruby surrounded by 10
diamonds.
1988: Two British soldiers
who blundered into an IRA
funeral cortege in West
Belfast were killed by a
lynch mob.
1992:BuckinghamPalace
confirmed the Duchess of
York was seeking a di-
vorce fromPrince Andrew,
exactly six years after an-
nouncing engagement.
On This Day Last Year
A US diplomat was ex-
pelled from New Zealand
after the embassy refused
to waive his immunity dur-
ing a police investigation.
The staffer was allegedly
involved in an incident on
12 March, but police were
unable to question him
after the embassy de-
clined their request. New
Zealand then asked the
US to remove the man,
who American officials
confirmed had left. Police
refused to give further de-
tails of the allegations.
Birthdays
Philip Roth, novelist, 85;
Ursula Andress, actress,
82; Mario Monti, former
Italian Prime Minister, 75;
Glenn Close, actress, 71;
Bruce Willis, actor, 63;
Terry Hall, singer (The
Specials), 59; Warren Bar-
ton, former footballer, 49;
Kolo Toure, footballer, 37.

Bridge Notes

Starting from 1, fill in the grid in
a clockwise direction with four-
letter words. The last letter of
each word becomes the first
letter of the next word. If you
have correctly filled in the grid
there should be a seven-letter
key word reading across from
8.

CLUES: 1. Cold weather 2. De-
sire 3. Camel’s protuberance 4.
Pool of still water 5. Entrance 6.
Regrets 7. Settee 8. Female
relative 9. Cash register 10.
Board game 11. Not closed 12.
Immediately following 13. Tip
up 14. Golf pegs 15. Pimple 16.
Mexican snack.

Key word clue: Type of drink.

Fridays Solutions: 1. Dodo 2.
Oils 3. Star 4. Root 5. Taps 6.
Seat 7. Toss 8. Spin 9. Newt 10.
Tree 11. Else 12. Evil 13. Lope
14. Eros 15. Snap 16. Plan.

Key word solution: SPANNER.

CRYPTIC CLUES

QUICK CLUES
DownAcross

Solutions to
previous puzzle: Quick Crossword answers

also fit the large grid

Double Crossword No.17,139

Across Down

CRYPTIC
Across: 7 Dyed-in-the-wool; 8
Sheep-dip; 9 Ruby; 10 Switch;
12 Resist; 14 Oyster; 16
Nicely; 18 Fair; 20 Entirety; 22
Staff of office Down:
1 By the way; 2 Advent; 3
Enid; 4 Chaperon; 5 Swords;
6 Boob; 11 Horsebox; 13
Solstice; 15 Thrift; 17 Carafe;
19 Alto; 21 Tool.
QUICK
Across: 7 Indefatigable; 8
Continue; 9 Pare; 10 Decent;
12 Carafe; 14 Attain; 16 Es-
tate; 18 Shot; 20 Covertly; 22
Decontaminate Down:
1 Insolent; 2 Fettle; 3 Rain; 4
Wiseacre; 5 Pamper; 6 Slur;
11 Tenacity; 13 Fatality; 15
Author; 17 Throne; 19 Heel; 21
Vamp.

6 Characteristic (7)
7 Sorceress (5)
9 Month (3)
10 Very small (9)
12 Builder's device

(6,5)
15 Indicative (11)
17 Downcast (9)
19 Era (3)
21 Threaded fastener

(5)
22 Painkiller (7)

1 Local regulation
(2-3)

2 Large (3)
3 Cab (4)
4 Wrongdoer (9)
5 Surgeon's knife (7)
8 Rural (6)
11 Domestic

appliance (4-5)
13 Rubbish (6)
14 Lack of noise (7)
16 Once more (5)
18 Simple (4)
20 Illuminated (3)

6 Bays you might look to
rest on (7)

7 Boat going over areas
of still water (5)

9 Run away to sea (3)
10 A winger? (9)
12 Separated with terrible

trepidation (11)
15 A serviceman's drink

not sold publicly? (7,4)
17 Strolled under seat,

perhaps (9)
19 However the vessel is

returned (3)
21 Is without a small

amount of support (5)
22 Marvel when it's

terribly clear on the
motorway (7)

1 A man bringing a sailor
back to dance (5)

2 Some Korean mineral
(3)

3 Bend the cable (4)
4 Moll slips over pumps

(9)
5 Boat on which you can

stand a drink (7)
8 Boxes and reacts

badly (6)
11 Startle when vehicle

is caught in a strong
wind (9)

13 Giggle at row about
motorcycle race
meeting (6)

14 Crime against the
state involving crooked
senator (7)

16 Student about to give
up a duvet (5)

18 It's wicked to live it up
(4)

20 A small amount of fish
(3)
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March 19

Both vulnerable, South deals

NORTH
♠A 10 4
♥8 5
✦9 7 4 3
♣A 4 3 2

WEST EAST
♠K 9 8 7 ♠J 6 5 3
♥J 2 ♥10 9 4 3
✦8 5 ✦K 6 2
♣K 10 9 6 5 ♣Q J

SOUTH
♠Q 2
♥A K Q 7 6
✦A Q J 10
♣8 7

The bidding:

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
1H Pass 1NT Pass
3D Pass 4D Pass
4H Pass 4S Pass
5D Pass 6D All pass

Opening lead: Eight of D

Today’s deal is from a tournament in
Australia earlier this year.
North-South climbed boldly into slam

on a deal where all three of the possible
game contracts would need a bit of luck
to come home.
South won the opening trump lead

with his queen when East played low.
Declarer cashed the ace and king of
hearts before ruffing a heart in dummy.
This would have cost nothing had the

hearts split 3-3 and it gave South an
entry to dummy to take the trump fi-
nesse without using either one of
dummy’s aces.
South took the diamond finesse,

cashed the ace, drawing trumps, and
then cashed all of his remaining red suit
tricks.

In the four-card ending, all four hands
were down to two spades and two clubs.
South cashed the ace of clubs and ex-
ited with dummy’s remaining club. West
won with the king and was forced to lead
away from the king of spades to give
South his twelfth trick.Had West un-
blocked his king of clubs earlier, so that
East could win the club and lead a
spade, the resulting spade guess would
have been an easy one. West wouldn’t
have defended so desperately unless he
held the king of spades. Nicely played!

Note that declarer can achieve the
same ending after a club lead or a heart
lead. The defense might have suc-
ceeded had West kept three clubs and
the singleton king of spades in the end
position.We’ll never know.
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Satellite and Cable Extra
Sky One Sky Cinema Drama Sky Cinema Family Sky Cinema Action
6.00Monkey Life (S)
6.30Monkey Life (S)
7.00 RSPCA Animal Rescue (S)
7.30 RSPCA Animal Rescue (S)
8.00Motorway Patrol (S)
8.30Motorway Patrol (S)
9.00 RoadWars (S)
10.00Warehouse 13 (S)
11.00 Forever (S)
12.00 NCIS: LosAngelesThe team

investigates the explosion
that killed three FBI agents.
(S)

1.00 Hawaii Five-0 The team
must rescue McGarrett’s
mother. (S)

2.00 Hawaii Five-0 Terrorists take
hostages at Grace’s winter
formal ball. (S)

3.00 NCIS: Los Angeles (S)
4.00 Stargate SG-1 (S)
5.00 The Simpsons (S)
5.30 Futurama (S)
6.00 Futurama Part one of four. A

planet-sized monster invades
the universe. (S)

6.30 The Simpsons Chief
Wiggum enforces a curfew.
(S)

7.00 The Simpsons
7.30 The Simpsons Homer

changes his name. (S)
8.00 Ghostbusters II (1989) The

spectre-hunting team
reunites to save New York
from a river of slime
generated by the negativity
of the city’s inhabitants.
Comedy sequel, starring Bill
Murray and Dan Aykroyd.

10.05 A League of Their Own The
best moments from the
latest series of the comedy
quiz. (S)

11.00 The Force: Essex (S)
12.00 Ross Kemp: ExtremeWorld

(S)
1.00 Brit Cops: Rapid Response

(S)
2.00Most Shocking (S)
3.00 The Force: Essex (S)
4.00 It’s Me or the Dog (S)
4.30 It’s Me or the Dog (S)
5.00 Futurama (S)
5.30 Futurama (S)

6.00 Frost/Nixon (2008) With
Frank Langella. (S)

8.10 Children of a Lesser God
(1986)With William Hurt. (S)

10.15 Kill the King (2016) With
Emily Browning. (S)

11.45 Sweet Home Alabama
(2002) With Reese
Witherspoon. (S)

1.45 Hidden Figures (2016) See
8.00pm. (S)

3.55 Hitch (2005) With Will
Smith. (S)

6.00 Runaway Bride (1999)
Sparks fly when a
disreputable journalist meets
a commitment-shy woman
renowned for ditching
bridegrooms at the altar.
Romantic comedy, starring
Julia Roberts and Richard
Gere. (S)

8.00 Hidden Figures (2016) A trio
of African-American women
attempt to overcome
prejudice as they work on
the US space programme.
Biopic, starring Taraji P
Henson. (S)

10.10 Alfie (2004) A commitment-
shy chauffeur enjoys plenty
of casual sex, but begins to
suspect there is something
missing from his life.
Comedy drama remake,
starring Jude Law and Sienna
Miller. (S)

12.00 St Elmo’s Fire (1985) Seven
college graduates face up to
the responsibilities of the
adult world. Coming-of-age
drama, starring Rob Lowe,
Demi Moore, Andrew
McCarthy, Emilio Estevez
and Judd Nelson. (S)

2.00 Being Charlie (2015) With
Nick Robinson. (S)

3.45 Always (1989) The ghost of
a pilot is unable to rest until
he helps his girlfriend learn
to move on with her life.
Steven Spielberg’s romantic
fantasy, starring Richard
Dreyfuss and Holly Hunter.
(S)

7.05 Barnyard (2006) See
3.20pm. (S)

8.40 Surf’s Up (2007) See
4.55pm. (S)

10.10 Smurfs: The Lost Village
(2017) See 6.25pm. (S)

11.45 Babe: Pig in the City (1998)
See 9.50pm. (S)

1.30 Pete’s Dragon (2016) See
8.00pm. (S)

3.20 Barnyard (2006) Animated
comedy, with the voice of
Kevin James. (S)

4.55 Surf’s Up (2007) Animated
comedy, with the voice of
Jeff Bridges. (S)

6.25 Smurfs: The Lost Village
(2017) A map sends
Smurfette, Brainy, Clumsy
and Hefty on a quest into the
Forbidden Forest. Animated
adventure, with the voice of
Demi Lovato. (S)

8.00 Pete’s Dragon (2016) A
young boy orphaned by a car
crash and left alone in a
forest befriends a giant, fire-
breathing dragon. Fantasy
adventure, starring Bryce
Dallas Howard. (S)

9.50 Babe: Pig in the City (1998)
The pig and his farmyard pals
take a trip to the big city,
where their love of adventure
leads them into danger.
Family comedy sequel,
starring Magda Szubanski
and James Cromwell. (S)

11.30 Turbo: A Power Rangers
Movie (1997) The colour-
coded crusaders take on the
might of arch-villainess
Divatox as she attempts to
conquer the Earth. Sci-fi
adventure, with Jason David
Frank. (S)

1.20 Aquamarine (2006) Fantasy
comedy, starring Sara
Paxton. (S)

3.15 Paulie (1998) Family
adventure, starring Gena
Rowlands. (S)

4.50 Top Cat Begins (2015)
Animated comedy, with the
voice of Jason Harris. (S)

6.00 The Bourne Identity (2002)
See 4.00pm. (S)

8.00 The Bourne Supremacy
(2004) See 6.00pm. (S)

10.00 The Adjustment Bureau
(2011) See 2.15am. (S)

12.00 The Great Wall (2016) See
8.00pm. (S)

2.00 Green Zone (2010) See
10.00pm. (S)

4.00 The Bourne Identity (2002)
With Matt Damon. (S)

6.00 The Bourne Supremacy
(2004) The amnesiac
assassin is framed for a
botched CIA operation and
faces a fight for survival as
he tries to uncover his past.
Action thriller sequel, with
Matt Damon and Brian Cox.
(S)

8.00 The Great Wall (2016) A
mercenary is pulled into a
battle between Chinese
warriors and giant, lizard-like
monsters. Fantasy
adventure, starring Matt
Damon. (S)

10.00 Green Zone (2010) Amilitary
officer searching Iraq for
weapons ofmass destruction
after the US invasion
uncovers a conspiracy. Paul
Greengrass’s thriller, starring
Matt Damon and Greg
Kinnear. (S)

12.00 The Bourne Identity (2002)
An amnesiac man pulled
from the sea by the crew of
a fishing boat is targeted by
assassins as he tries to
discover who he is. Thriller,
starring Matt Damon and
Franka Potente. (S)

2.15 The Adjustment Bureau
(2011) A politician discovers
shadowy figures are
manipulating his life and tries
to resist the fate they have
planned for him. Sci-fi thriller,
starring Matt Damon. (S)

4.15 Titan AE (2000) Animated
sci-fi adventure, with the
voices of Matt Damon and
Bill Pullman. (S)

GOLD
7.20 The Piglet Files. 7.45 Waiting
for God. (S) 8.20 Goodnight
Sweetheart. (S) 9.00 Last of the
SummerWine (S) 11.00My Family.
(S) 11.40 My Hero. (S) 12.20 Only
Fools and Horses. Christmas
special from 2002. The Trotters go
to France. (S) 2.00 As Time Goes
By. Penny becomes convinced her
husband is having an affair. (S) 2.40
Waiting for God. Harvey tries to
cut costs. (S) 3.20 My Hero. (S)
4.00 Last of the Summer Wine (S)
6.00 As Time Goes By. Penny
becomes convinced her husband
is having an affair. (S) 6.40 Only
Fools and Horses. Uncle Albert has
a nasty fall. (S) 7.20 Dad’s Army.
The men head off for a weekend at
a training camp. 8.00 dinnerladies.
Bren gets excited about her
holiday. (S) 9.20 Only Fools and
Horses. Christmas special from
1990. Rodney leaves home after a
fight with Cassandra. (S) 11.00
Gavin & Stacey. Bryn tries to
organise a surprise for Gwen’s
birthday. (S) 11.40 Come Fly with
Me. Taaj Manzoor bumps into
actor Rupert Grint. (S) 12.20 Vic
Reeves Big Night Out 1.30 Come
Fly with Me. (S) 2.05 Gimme
Gimme Gimme. (S) 2.35 Harry
Hill’s TV Burp (S) 4.00 Home
Shopping

Sky Living
6.00 Motorway Patrol. (S) 6.30
Motorway Patrol. (S) 7.00 Highway
Patrol. (S) 7.30 Border Patrol. (S)
8.00 UK Border Force. (S) 9.00
Criminal Minds. (S) 10.00 Cold
Case. (S) 11.00 The Biggest Loser:
Australia. 12.05 Obese: A Year to
Save My Life USA. Trainer Chris
Powell helps overweight
participants lose weight. (S) 1.00
The Real A&E. (S) 1.30 The Real
A&E. (S) 2.00 Stop, Search, Seize.
Documentary following the work
of Ireland’s border force. (S) 3.00
Nothing to Declare UK. (S) 3.30
Nothing to Declare UK. (S) 4.00
Nothing to Declare. (S) 4.30
Nothing to Declare. (S) 5.00 CSI:
Crime Scene Investigation. A

nightclub owner is killed. (S) 6.00
Criminal Minds. Part one of two. A
serial killer leads the team into
Canada. (S) 7.00 The Real A&E.
Paramedics help a motorcyclist
trapped under a lorry. (S) 7.30 The
Real A&E. Doctors fear a teenager
has a disfiguring disease. (S) 8.00
Elementary. A former professional
video game player is killed during a
live stream. (S) 9.00 Criminal
Minds. A mass grave is discovered
in a New Orleans cemetery. 10.00
Blindspot. A dangerous piece of
technology is stolen from US
intelligence. (S) 11.00 Criminal
Minds.A six-year-old girl disappears
from a shopping centre. (S) 12.00
CSI: Crime Scene Investigation. (S)
1.00 Cold Case. (S) 2.00 How to
Get Away with Murder. (S) 3.00
Motorway Patrol. (S) 3.30
Motorway Patrol. (S) 4.00 Nothing
to Declare UK. (S) 4.30 Nothing to
Declare UK. (S) 5.00 The Biggest
Loser: Australia.

Discovery
6.00 Railroad Alaska. 7.00 Alaskan
Bush People. 8.00 Falklands Hero:
Bravo November. 10.00 Wheeler
Dealers. 11.00 Fast N’ Loud. 12.00
Fast N’ Loud. Part one of two.
Featuring a Ford Galaxie. 1.00
Railroad Alaska. Wilderness
homesteaders try to find an
abandoned cabin. 2.00 Alaska: The
Last Frontier. After years of
procrastination, Otto goes under
the knife. 3.00 Yukon Men. Chris
Morse’s father returns toTanana to
help build a key piece of
infrastructure. 4.00 Gold Rush.
Tony Beets makes use of a 1938
gold dredge at Eureka Creek. 5.00
Tony Robinson’s World War One.
The presenter gains an unparalleled
perspective of the conflict. 6.00
Wheeler Dealers. Mike unearths a
quintessential piece of British
motoring history with a Rover P5B.
7.00 Wheeler Dealers. Mike
sources a Fiat Panda 4x4 with
potential. 8.00 Street Outlaws Vs
Fast N’ Loud. New series. Mega
Race 2 starts with race master and
Nascar superstar Kyle Busch. 9.00

Street Outlaws Vs Fast N’ Loud.
New series. After losing to the 405
during the last race, Richard
Rawlings wants a rematch. 10.00
Shifting Gears with Aaron
Kaufman. New series. Aaron
Kaufman checks out a 1971
International Scout. 11.00 Street
Outlaws. The final list race of the
season arrives. 12.00 Street
Outlaws Vs Fast N’ Loud. 1.00
How It’s Made. 1.30 How It’s
Made. 2.00 How It’s Made. 2.30
How It’s Made. 3.00 Street
Outlaws Vs Fast N’ Loud. 3.50
Shifting Gears with Aaron
Kaufman. 4.40 Gold Rush. 5.30
How It’s Made.

MTV
6.00 Daria. 6.20 I Used to Be Fat.
7.10 The Hills 8.00 Teen Mom 2:
Being Vee. 9.00 Teen Mom 2:
Being Nathan. 10.00 Teen Mom 2:
Being Simon. 11.00 16 & Pregnant
– Unseen Moments. 12.00 16 &
Pregnant 2.00 Catfish: The TV
Show 7.00 Ex on the Beach: Body
SOS. A man seeks help to get in
shape and become as “ripped” as
his friends. 8.00 Teen Mom 2. Four
teenage mothers negotiate the
challenges of parenthood. 9.00
Road To Vacation: Jersey Shore’s
Snookiest Moments. It’s been five
long years since we waved
goodbye to our favourite MTV
stars of Jersey Shore. Before the
cast reunites lets look back at
Jersey Shore’s best moments.
10.00 Geordie Shore. Steph and
Abbie make amends as the
revellers plan an end-of-season
party. 11.00Make or Break? Sneak
Peak. A look at the new partner-
swapping couples’ reality show.
12.00 Jersey Shore 2.50 Cribs.
3.00 Teleshopping.

History
6.00 Pawn Stars. 6.20 American
Pickers. 7.10 Heavy Lifting. 8.00
Counting Cars. 8.30 Counting
Cars. 9.00 Ancient Aliens. 10.00
MysteryQuest. 11.00 Forged in
Fire. 12.00 Project Impossible.
How machines are helping

explorers reveal mysteries once
thought unfathomable. 1.00 Pawn
Stars. 1.30 Pawn Stars. 2.00
Counting Cars. 2.30 Counting
Cars. 3.00 Ice RoadTruckers. Reno
Ward has a disastrous encounter
with a speeding pick-up. 4.00
Storage Wars. 4.30 Storage Wars.
5.00 Heavy Lifting. The lives of
mobile crane operators as they
perform precision lifts. 6.00 Forged
in Fire. The four bladesmiths
struggle to create a special
Japanese hardening technique.
7.00 American Pickers. The guys
get the pick of a lifetime at a
famous tourist attraction. 8.00
Heavy Lifting. Dave Horobec of
Becco Crane does double duty.
9.00 James Nesbitt: DisastersThat
Changed Britain. New series. The
1999 rail accident at Ladbroke
Grove in London. 10.00 Project
Impossible. Efforts to maintain
supplies of energy. 11.00
MysteryQuest. The survival
chances of the prisoners who
escaped from Alcatraz. 12.00
Vikings. 1.00 Heavy Lifting. 2.00
Homicide Hunter. 3.00 The First
48. 4.00 Forged in Fire. 5.00
Storage Wars. 5.20 Storage Wars.
5.40 Pawn Stars.

Syfy
6.00 Buffy the Vampire Slayer 8.00
Teleshopping. 11.00 Star Trek: The
Next Generation 1.00 Merlin. 2.00
FILM: Eruption: LA. (2017) Sci-fi,
starring Matthew Atkinson. 4.00
Buffy the Vampire Slayer 6.00 Star
Trek: The Next Generation. A time-
travelling historian angers the
crew. 7.00 Face Off All Stars 9.00
FILM: Total Recall. (2012) A man
living in a bleak future becomes a
fugitive when he discovers he is
really a spy with his memory
erased. Sci-fi thriller remake,
starring Colin Farrell and Kate
Beckinsale. 11.30 FILM: Derailed.
(2002) Action adventure, starring
Jean-Claude Van Damme. 1.20
Killjoys. 2.20 Haven. 3.30 The
Captains Close Up. 4.00 FILM:
Moby Dick. (2010) Thriller, starring
Barry Bostwick.
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Irish Examiner Guide to the best sport on television
eir Sport 1

5.30 FIFA FOOTBALL 6.00
2018 Irish Kickboxing
Open. 7.00 Liverpool v
Manchester Utd 93/94.
7.30 Everton v Manchester
United: 1995/96. 8.00
Once in a Lifetime. 9.00
Super Fit Seniors 10.00
Ligue 1.

12.00 SERIE A
2.00 FA CUP
4.00 FOOTBALL
5.00 SERIE A HIGHLIGHTS
6.00 GOLF CENTRAL
7.00 GAA Kerry v Kildare.
8.30 1992 A nostalgic look back

at Donegal’s first ever All
Ireland Championship
success.

9.00 PEAK PERFORMANCE:
GAA An insight into what
it takes to excel in the
GAA.

9.30 2017 MASTERS OFFICIAL
FILM The official story of
The 2017 Masters
Tournament.

10.30 CLASSIC GAA Action
from Dublin v Kerry in
2011.

12.00 LIGUE 1
2.00 SERIE A
4.00 LIGUE 1

eir Sport 2
6.00 NHL ICE HOCKEY 8.00

Primeira Liga

12.00 NASCAR
3.30 NHL ICE HOCKEY
5.30 NHL ONTHE FLY
6.30 NHL ICE HOCKEY
10.30 NHL ONTHE FLY

Highlights and news from
the NHL.

11.30 LIVE NHL ICE HOCKEY
Montreal Canadiens v
Florida Panthers (Face-off
11.30pm). Coverage of the
Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division clash at
Bell Centre.

2.30 NRL
4.30 GAA

Sky Main Event
6.00 GOOD MORNING

SPORTS FANS BITESIZE
7.00 Good Morning Sports
Fans. 7.30 Live ICC Cricket
World Cup Qualifier. West
Indies v Zimbabwe.
Coverage from the Super
Six stage of the qualifying
tournament for the 2019
World Cup, taking place at
Harare Sports Club in
Zimbabwe.

3.30 SKY SPORTS NEWS
5.00 SKY SPORTS NEWS AT 5
6.00 SKY SPORTS NEWS AT 6

The latest sports news
and updates.

7.00 SKY SPORTSTONIGHT
This evening’s leading
sports stories.

7.30 LIVE EFL Doncaster

Rovers v Bradford City
(Kick-off 7.45pm). Coverage
of the League One clash,
which takes place at the
Keepmoat Stadium.

10.00 THE DEBATE Discussion
on the latest Premier
League news.

11.00 SKY SPORTS NEWS A
round-up of the day’s
talking points.

12.00 LIVEWWE LATE NIGHT
RAW Wrestling action
from the States with the
over-the-top stars,
featuring the likes of Seth
Rollins and Finn Balor.
Presented by Michael
Cole, Corey Graves and
Jonathan Coachman.

3.15 WWE FROMTHEVAULT
4.00 SKY SPORTS NEWS

Sky Cricket
6.00 CRICKET’S GREATEST

GAMES 6.30 Coaching
Clinic with Rob Key. 6.45
The Cricket Report: Essex
Special. 7.15 Live ICC
Cricket World Cup
Qualifier. West Indies v
Zimbabwe. Coverage from
the Super Six stage of the
qualifying tournament for
the 2019World Cup, taking
place at Harare Sports
Club in Zimbabwe.

3.30 MASTERCLASS: KUMAR
SANGAKKARA

3.45 MASTERCLASS:TAMMY

BEAUMONT
4.00 CRICKET’S GREATEST

GAMES
5.00 HOWTHE ICC

CHAMPIONSTROPHY
2017WASWON

7.00 ASHES MEMORIES Mark
Butcher shares his
memories of playing
against Australia.

8.00 THE BEST OF SKY
CRICKET ZONE A look at
the best moments from
the Sky Cricket Zone. (S)

9.00 THE CRICKET REPORT:
ESSEX SPECIAL The
Cricket Report reviews the
success of Essex County
Cricket Club in 2017.

9.30 DARREN GOUGH: INTHE
ZONE

10.00 IMRAN KHAN
Documentary looking at
the remarkable life of
Pakistan icon Imran Khan.

11.00 ASHES MEMORIES Mark
Butcher shares his
memories of playing
against Australia.

12.00 CRICKETYORKSHIRE
1.00 ICC CRICKETWORLD

CUP QUALIFIER
2.00 WINNING OVERTHE

WORLD
3.00 ASHES MEMORIES
4.00 CRICKET’S GREATEST

GAMES
5.00 COACHING CLINICWITH

ROB KEY

Sky Action
6.00 SKY SPORTS BOXING

GOLD (S) 7.00 Sporting
Triumphs 7.30 Sky Sports
Boxing Gold. 8.30 NFL –
Greatest Games. (S) 10.00
Sporting Greats. (S) 10.30
Sporting Triumphs 11.00
Racing News. 11.30 NFL:
America’s Game. (S)

12.30 NFL – GREATEST
GAMES (S)

2.00 LEGENDS OF DARTS (S)
2.15 DARTS GOLD
3.00 NFL – GREATEST

GAMES (S)
4.30 SPORTING RECORDS
5.30 SKY SPORTS BOXING

GOLD (S)
6.00 DARTS GOLD (S)
7.00 NETBALL

SUPERLEAGUE UWS
Sirens v Severn Stars.

8.00 SKY SPORTS BOXING
GOLD (S)

8.30 MODERN PENTATHLON
9.00 NETBALL

SUPERLEAGUE UWS
Sirens v Severn Stars.

10.00 MODERN PENTATHLON
10.30 SKY SPORTS BOXING

GOLD (S)
11.00 MODERN PENTATHLON
11.30 NFL – A FOOTBALL LIFE

A profile of Derrick
Thomas. (S)

12.30 NFL – GREATEST
GAMES (S)

3.30 MODERN PENTATHLON
4.00 SPORTING RECORDS
5.00 SPORTING GREATS (S)

Eurosport
7.30 ADVENTURE RACING

WORLD SERIES 8.00
Cycling: Milan-San Remo.
9.00 Alpine Skiing 11.00
Short Track Speed Skating.

12.30 ULTRATRAIL:WORLD
TOUR

1.00 CYCLING:TOUR OF
LANGKAWI

1.15 CYCLING: MILAN-SAN
REMO

2.45 LIVE CYCLING:TOUR OF
CATALUNYA Coverage of
stage one, which takes
the riders on a 152.3km
journey across Calella.

4.15 CYCLING: MILAN-SAN
REMO

6.00 TRIATHLON Action from
the 2017 Challenge Laguna

Phuket triathlon in
Thailand.

7.00 CYCLING:TOUR OF
CATALUNYA Action from
stage one.

8.30 CYCLING: GENT-
WEVELGEM Action from
the 2017 staging of the
one-day race in Flanders,
Belgium.

9.30 ULTRATRAIL:WORLD
TOUR

10.00 FREESTYLE
MOTOCROSS The Night
of the Jumps event in
Berlin, Germany.

11.00 MOTOCROSSWORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP

12.00 CYCLING:TOUR OF
CATALUNYA

1.00 EUROSPORT NEWS
1.20 CLOSE

RTÉ One RTÉ2 TV3 SKY ATLANTIC BBC 1 BBC 2 Channel 4

Don’t just sit there, have your say – write a letter to Sports Editor, Irish Examiner, Linn Dubh, Assumption Road, Blackpool, Cork. Fax: 021-4275112 or email: sport@examiner.ie

• Darren Ferguson, Live EFL, Sky Main
Event 7.30pm

5.30 FRANCE 24 7.00 Cúla
4 na nÓg: Cúla 4 na
nÓg 7.02 Cúla 4 na
nÓg: Olivia 7.13 Cúla 4
na nÓg: An Captaen
Flinn agus na
Foghlaithe Dineasár
7.25 Cúla 4 na nÓg:
Astroblast! 7.37 Cúla 4
na nÓg: Astroblast!
7.50 Cúla 4 na nÓg:
Olly an Veain Bheag
Bhán 7.55 Cúla 4 na
nÓg: Olly an Veain
Bheag Bhán 8.00 Cúla
4 na nÓg: Dora the
Explorer 8.25 Cúla 4 na
nÓg: Tractor Tom 8.36
Cúla 4 na nÓg: Balloon
Barnyard 8.45 Cúla 4
na nÓg: Dot 8.56 Cúla
4 na nÓg: Masha agus
an Béar 9.03 Cúla 4 na
nÓg: Messy, Seo Linn
go Okido 9.15 Cúla 4
na nÓg: Cat a’ Hata
9.30 Cúla 4 na nÓg:
Ainmhithe Craiceáilte
(S) 10.00 TheWaltons
(S) 10.58 TheWaltons
(S) 11.55 Ó Cuisine
12.30 Bia Dúchais (S)
1.05 Gilmore Girls (S)
2.00 Weakest Link (S)
2.55 An Aimsir
Láithreach 3.00 Cúla 4
na nÓg: Cúla 4 na nÓg
3.02 Cúla 4 na nÓg:
Masha agus an Béar
3.09 Cúla 4 na nÓg:
Masha agus an Béar
3.16 Cúla 4 na nÓg: PJ
Masks 3.28 Cúla 4 na
nÓg: Wissper 3.35
Cúla 4 na nÓg: Is Ait
an Mac é Mús 3.40
Cúla 4 na nÓg: Cat a’
Hata 3.55 Cúla 4 4.30
GAA Scór na nÓg
Finals 2018 (S) 5.30
Volvo Ocean Race

6.00 WEAKEST LINK
General knowledge
quiz, with Anne
Robinson. (S)

6.57 AN AIMSIR
LÁITHREACH

7.00 NUACHTTG4
7.15 ABAIR AMHRÁN

Music by Liam Clancy
and Stephanie Makem.

7.30 CÚL ANTÍ Pól Ó
Ceannabháin visits the
students in Gaelscoil
Osraí, Kilkenny. Last in
the series. (S)

8.00 GAA 2018 Including
action from the sixth
round of fixtures in the
Allianz Football League.

9.00 SIAR AN BÓTHAR
Featuring traditional
music from the North
of the island.

9.30 FILM GOOD PEOPLE
(2014) Premiere. A
couple in financial
difficulties find a bag of
money and take it for
themselves, but soon
have cause to regret it.
Crime thriller, starring
James Franco and Kate
Hudson. (S)

11.00 SNÁITHE (S)
11.30 AN AIMSIR

LÁITHREACH
11.35 THEVAMPIRE

DIARIES Bonnie is
forced to make a heart-
wrenching decision. (S)

12.25 THEVAMPIRE
DIARIES (S)

1.15 FRANCE 24

7.10 TRTÉ
6.00 NEIGHBOURS Izzy

learns that Clint’s
daughter Rita is
challenging her late
father’s will and his
assets have been
frozen, leaving Izzy
effectively penniless.
(S)

6.30 HOME AND AWAY
Ash burns down the
cottage before
returning to Summer
Bay for Kat and the
baby’s funeral.
Determined to find
Robbo, he calls upon
the help of the River
Boys. (S)

7.00 SOCCER REPUBLIC
Peter Collins is joined
by Noel King and Stuart
Byrne to present
highlights and analysis
of the weekend’s SSE
Airtricity League
Premier Division
games.

8.00 AGAINSTTHE HEAD
Daire O’Brien is joined
by Bernard Jackman,
Donal Lenihan and
Eddie O’Sullivan to
take a look back at the
final round of Six
Nations matches.

9.00 WILL & GRACE
Karen’s secret best
friend Rosario suffers a
heart attack, and as the
whole gang rush to the
hospital to support
Karen, they learn that
her beloved maid has
died. Karen shuts
down cold, refusing to
grieve, so the rest all
try to help however
they can. (S)

9.30 DON’TTELLTHE
BRIDE Charlotte
Piggott and David King
met five years ago
during a night out in
Toronto. Now he
organises a winter
wonderland wedding
for his bride-to-be, but
it remains to be seen
whether she is happy
with the result. Last in
the series. (S)

10.30 THE HANDMAID’S
TALE Offred
remembers her
family’s escape
attempt, leading to a
shocking revelation
about her life before
the Gilead regime.

11.30 ENDS MEET Sean Óg
is teased by his arch-
enemy Michael for not
having kissed a girl, so
he goes on a mission
to get a kiss off one of
the cool girls.

11.45 SHORTSCREEN
Natasha Waugh’s film
Terminal, in which a girl
and a woman meet in
an airport departure
gate and share the
different reasons that
brought them to this
moment; (S) World
Forecast

12.05 CRIMINAL MINDS (S)
12.55 ALAN CARR: CHATTY

MAN (S)
1.50 MASTERS OF SEX
2.50 MY MAD FAT DIARY
3.40 EURONEWS

6.40 CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
WEEKLY 7.10 The Six
O’Clock Show 8.00
Xposé 8.30 The Cruise:
Return to the
Mediterranean (S) 9.00
Ireland AM (S) 12.00
This Morning (S) 2.00
The Chase (S) 3.00
Tipping Point (S) 4.00
Small Animal Hospital
4.30 Judge Judy 5.00
Judge Judy 5.30
3News at 5.30 (S)

6.00 ALL STAR MR & MRS
Phillip Schofield invites
opera singer Paul Potts,
EastEnders star Kellie
Bright and cricketer
Freddie Flintoff to
reveal how much they
know about their
partners. (S)

7.00 EMMERDALE Bernice
vows to expose the
truth. (S)

7.30 CORONATION
STREET David is
sickened by the events
of last night. (S)

8.00 IRELAND’S GOT
TALENT Lucy Kennedy
hosts the first of the
semi-finals, with the
acts competing for
public votes with the
aim of making it
through to the final and
getting a chance to win
50,000 euros. (S)

10.00 CORONATION
STREET Josh shows
no remorse for his
assault. (S)

10.30 IRELAND’S GOT MÓR
TALENT News and
gossip from the first
semi-final. (S)

11.00 THE GARDAI:
POLICING PADDYS

12.00 LAW & ORDER:
SPECIALVICTIMS
UNIT

1.00 AT HOMEWITH IRISH
COUNTRY MUSIC
2.00 Close

4.50 THE SIX O’CLOCK
SHOW

5.00 SITTING ON A
FORTUNE (S)

3e
7.15 Uploaded 7.45 Alphabetical 8.45
Pressure Pad 9.45 The Jeremy Kyle
Show (S) 10.50 Tipping Point (S) 11.50
Xposé 12.20 Airline USA 12.50 The
Jeremy Kyle Show (S) 1.55 The Jeremy
Kyle Show (S) 2.58 3News 60 Second
Update 3.00 Babushka 3.58 3News 60
Second Update 4.00 Tipping Point (S)
4.58 3News 60 Second Update 5.00
Tipping Point (S) 5.58 3News 60 Second
Update 6.00 Judge Rinder 6.58 3News
60 Second Update 7.00 The Middle 7.30
The Middle 7.58 3eWeather Update
8.00 Pointless 8.30 Xposé 8.58 3News
60 Second Update 9.00 Gypsy Kids
10.00 World’s Toughest Prisons 11.00
Banged Up Abroad 12.00 Ireland’s Got
Mór Talent (S) 12.30 My Big Fat Gypsy
Grand National 1.30 The Steve Wilkos
Show 2.30 The Steve Wilkos Show 3.20
Close

be3
6.00 Teletubbies 6.30 Bob the Builder
7.00 In the Night Garden 7.30 Aesop’s
Theatre 8.00 Shimmer and Shine 8.30
Angry Birds Toons 9.00 Xposé 9.30
Keep It in the Family (S) 10.30 Keep It in
the Family (S) 11.30 Keep It in the
Family (S) 12.30 LooseWomen (S) 1.30
Judge Judy 2.00 Judge Judy 2.30
Emmerdale (S) 3.00 Coronation Street
(S) 3.30 Coronation Street (S) 4.00
Who’s Doing the Dishes? (S) 5.00
Dickinson’s Real Deal (S) 6.00 The
Chase (S) 7.00 Agatha Christie’s Poirot
8.00 Lewis 10.00 Coronation Street (S)
10.30 Coronation Street (S) 11.00
Emmerdale (S) 11.30 FILM: The Snapper
(1993) 1.25 The Chase (S) 2.25
Decimate 3.15 Close

6.00 THE REPAIR SHOP (S)
6.30 Holding Back the
Years (S) 7.15 The
Sheriffs Are Coming (S)
8.00 Sign Zone: Hugh’s
Wild West (S) 9.00
Victoria Derbyshire (S)
11.00 BBC Newsroom
Live (S) 11.30 The
Week in Parliament (S)
12.00 Daily Politics (S)
1.00 St Patrick’s Day
Schools’ Cup Finals (S)
4.45 Women’s Six
Nations Highlights (S)

5.15 PUTYOUR MONEY
WHEREYOUR
MOUTH IS (S)

6.00 EGGHEADS Quiz
show. (S)

6.30 THE REPAIR SHOP (S)
7.00 TOP GEAR Matt

LeBlanc tests the
world’s fastest-
accelerating car. (S)

8.00 ONLY CONNECT (S)
8.30 UNIVERSITY

CHALLENGE (S)
9.00 THE FUNERAL

MURDERS The deadly
series of events
connecting two
funerals in Belfast in
March 1988. (S)

10.00 QIWith Aisling Bea,
Joe Lycett and David
Mitchell. (S)

10.30 NEWSNIGHT
Presented by Emily
Maitlis. (S)

11.10 WEATHER (S) 11.15
Pilgrimage: The Road
to Santiago (S) 12.15
Sign Zone: Taking on
Putin – Panorama (S)
12.45 Sign Zone:
Countryfile (S) 1.40
Sign Zone: Imagine –
Philip Pullman: Angels
and Daemons (S) 2.40
This Is BBC Two (S)

BBC2WALES, as
BBC2 except:

1.00 Women’s Six Nations
Highlights (S) 1.30 Yes Chef
(S) 2.15 Your Home in Their
Hands (S) 3.15 Planet Earth
(S) 4.15 Spy in the Wild (S)
7.00 Nature’s Weirdest Events
(S) 7.30 Britain’s Equal Pay
Scandal – Panorama (S) 11.15
Imagine – Andrew Lloyd
Webber: Memories (S)

BBC 4
7.00 Beyond 100 Days; (S) Weather. (S)
7.30 Great Irish Journeys with Martha
Kearney (S) 8.00 Treasures of the Indus
(S) 9.00 The Art of Spain (S) 10.00 Mary
Magdalene: Art’s Scarlet Woman (S)
11.00 Mothers, Murderers and
Mistresses: Empresses of Ancient
Rome (S) 12.00 Treasures of Ancient
Greece (S) 1.00 Top of the Pops: 1982
(S) 1.30 Top of the Pops: 1982 (S) 2.00
A History of Art in Three Colours (S)
3.00 The Art of Spain (S) 4.00 Close

6.05 TELESHOPPING 7.05
Still Open All Hours
7.40 Today with Maura
and Dáithí (S) 9.40 The
Ellen DeGeneres Show
Weather. 10.35
Shortland Street (S)

11.05 FILM FLIGHT OFTHE
DOVES (1971)
Children’s drama,
starring Ron Moody;
Weather 1.00 RTÉ
News: One O’Clock
andWeather (S) 1.10
Home and Away (S)
1.40 Neighbours (S)
2.05 EastEnders (S)
2.40 Gaybo Laughs
Back 3.10 The Highway
Rat

3.40 FILM THE PRINCESS
DIARIES (2001) Family
comedy, starring Anne
Hathaway.

5.45 NUACHT RTÉ News
with Signing.

6.00 THE ANGELUS
6.01 RTÉ NEWS: SIX ONE

ANDWEATHER (S)
6.30 ST PATRICK’S

FESTIVAL
HIGHLIGHTS A look
back at parades from
around the country.

7.00 NATIONWIDE (S)
7.30 TASTES LIKE HOME

WITH CATHERINE
FULVIO (S)

8.00 EASTENDERS Stacey
and Mo try to find the
money to give Kat the
send-off she deserves.
(S)

8.30 REELING INTHE
YEARS Archive news
and music.

9.00 RTÉ NEWS: NINE
O’CLOCK AND
WEATHER (S)

9.30 FILM TED 2 (2015)
Premiere. Comedy
sequel, starring Mark
Wahlberg; Weather

11.35 THE LATE LATE
SHOW Ryan Tubridy
hosts the light
entertainment show,
featuring a mix of
celebrity guests, music,
in-depth interviews and
discussions on the
stories that have the
nation talking. (S)

1.45 DONALDTRUMP:THE
APPRENTICE
PRESIDENT?

2.45 SHORTLAND STREET
(S)

3.10 NATIONWIDE
3.55 DR PHIL (S)
5.05 EURONEWS

• Tastes Like Home with Catherine
Fulvio, RTÉ One, 7.30pm

6.00 BREAKFAST (S) 9.15
Holding Back the Years
(S) 10.00 Homes Under
the Hammer (S) 11.00
The Sheriffs Are Coming
(S)

11.45 CAUGHT RED HANDED
(S)

12.15 BARGAIN HUNT (S)
1.00 BBC NEWS AT ONE;

WEATHER (S)
1.30 BBC NEWSLINE;

Weather. (S)
1.45 DOCTORS (S)
2.15 A PLACETO CALL

HOME (S)
3.00 ESCAPETOTHE

COUNTRY (S)
3.45 MONEY FOR NOTHING

(S)
4.30 FLOG IT! (S)
5.15 POINTLESS (S)
6.00 BBC NEWS AT SIX;

WEATHER (S)
6.30 BBC NEWSLINE;

Weather. (S)
7.00 THE ONE SHOW

Presented by Matt Baker
and Alex Jones. (S)

7.30 BRITAIN’S EQUAL PAY
SCANDAL –
PANORAMA Jane
Corbin meets workers
fighting for pay equality;
(S) BBC News; Regional
News (S)

8.00 EASTENDERS (S)

8.30 CLASSIC MARY BERRY
A range of recipes for
entertaining guests. (S)

9.00 MASTERCHEF Seven
more contenders
compete in the cookery
challenge. (S)

10.00 BBC NEWS ATTEN (S)
10.30 BBC NEWSLINE;

Weather. (S)
10.40 TRUE NORTH:

TRACTOR MAD Jimmy
Doherty and Ciaran
O’Rourke explore the
attraction of tractors. (S)

11.10 IMAGINE – ANDREW
LLOYDWEBBER:
MEMORIES Alan Yentob
chats to the composer.
(S)

12.40 BBC NEWS (S)
BBC1WALES, as
above except:

1.30 BBCWales Today;
Weather (S) 6.30 BBCWales
Today; Weather (S) 7.30 X-Ray
(S) 10.30 BBCWales Today;
Weather (S) 10.40 Flex Lewis:
Superstar Bodybuilder (S) 11.45
Would I Lie to You? (S) 12.15
Have I Got a Bit More Old
News for You (S) 12.55
Weather for the Week Ahead
(S) 1.00 BBC News (S)

6.00 THE GUESTWING (S)
7.00 Storm City (S) 8.00
Richard E Grant’s Hotel
Secrets (S) 9.00 The
West Wing (S) 10.00
TheWest Wing (S) 11.00
House (S)

12.00 HOUSE (S)
1.00 WITHOUT ATRACE (S)
2.00 MICRO MONSTERS

WITH DAVID
ATTENBOROUGH (S)

2.30 MICRO MONSTERS
WITH DAVID
ATTENBOROUGH (S)

3.00 THEWESTWING (S)
4.00 THEWESTWING (S)
5.00 HOUSE (S)
6.00 HOUSE The medic

treats an agoraphobic
refusing to leave his
home. (S)

7.00 CSI: CRIME SCENE
INVESTIGATION A
couple are murdered in
the street. (S)

8.00 BLUE BLOODS Jackie
goes undercover as an
escort. (S)

9.00 HOTSPOTS: ONTHE
FRONTLINE Reporting
in troubled spots around
the world.

10.00 LASTWEEKTONIGHT
WITH JOHN OLIVER

10.35 OUR CARTOON
PRESIDENT

11.10 REALTIMEWITH
BILL MAHER The
comedian and guests
discuss the week’s
events.

12.20 CRASHING
12.55 DIVORCE (S)
1.30 HERE AND NOW (S)
2.40 DEXTER (S)
4.00 THEWESTWING (S)
5.00 THEWESTWING (S)

Sky One
6.00 Monkey Life (S) 6.30 Monkey Life
(S) 7.00 RSPCA Animal Rescue (S) 7.30
RSPCA Animal Rescue (S) 8.00
Motorway Patrol (S) 8.30 Motorway
Patrol (S) 9.00 RoadWars (S) 10.00
Warehouse 13 (S) 11.00 Forever (S) 12.00
NCIS: Los Angeles (S) 1.00 Hawaii Five-0
(S) 2.00 Hawaii Five-0 (S) 3.00 NCIS: Los
Angeles (S) 4.00 Stargate SG-1 (S) 5.00
The Simpsons (S) 5.30 Futurama (S) 6.00
Futurama (S) 6.30 The Simpsons (S) 7.00
The Simpsons 7.30 The Simpsons (S)
8.00 FILM: Ghostbusters II (1989) 10.05
A League of Their Own (S) 11.00 The
Force: Essex (S) 12.00 Ross Kemp:
ExtremeWorld (S) 1.00 Brit Cops: Rapid
Response (S) 2.00 Most Shocking (S)
3.00 The Force: Essex (S) 4.00 It’s Me or
the Dog (S) 4.30 It’s Me or the Dog (S)
5.00 Futurama (S) 5.30 Futurama (S)

UTV
6.00 Good Morning Britain (S) 8.30
Lorraine (S) 9.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show
(S) 10.30 This Morning (S) 12.30 Loose
Women (S) 1.30 ITV Lunchtime News;
Weather. (S) 1.55 UTV Live; Weather. (S)
2.00 Judge Rinder (S) 3.00 Dickinson’s
Real Deal (S) 3.59 UTVWeather (S) 4.00
Tipping Point (S) 5.00 The Chase (S) 6.00
UTV Live; Weather. (S) 6.30 ITV Evening
News; Weather. (S) 7.00 Emmerdale (S)
7.30 Coronation Street (S) 8.00 The Kyle
Files (S) 8.30 Coronation Street (S) 9.00
Marcella (S) 10.00 ITV News at Ten;
Weather. (S) 10.35 UTV Live; Weather. (S)
10.50 100 Years Younger in 21 Days (S)
11.45 The Kyle Files (S) 12.15
Teleshopping 2.15 ITV Nightscreen 3.00
The Jeremy Kyle Show (S) 3.55 ITV
Nightscreen 5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show
(S)

ITVWALES, as
UTV except:

1.55 ITV News CymruWales;
Weather. (S) 3.59 ITV Cymru
Wales Weather (S) 6.00 ITV
NewsWales at Six; Weather.
10.35 ITV News CymruWales;
Weather. (S) 10.50 Sharp End
(S) 11.20 Love Your Garden (S)
12.15 Jackpot247

6.00 COUNTDOWN (S) 6.45
3rd Rock from the Sun
(S) 7.10 3rd Rock from
the Sun (S) 7.35
Everybody Loves
Raymond (S) 8.00
Everybody Loves
Raymond (S) 8.30
Frasier (S) 9.05 Frasier
(S) 9.35 Frasier (S) 10.05
Ramsay’s Kitchen
Nightmares USA (S)
11.00 Undercover Boss
USA (S) 12.00 Channel 4
News Summary (S)
12.05 Come Dine with
Me (S) 1.05 Posh
Pawnbrokers (S)

2.10 COUNTDOWN (S)
3.00 A PLACE INTHE SUN:

HOME OR AWAY (S)
4.00 A NEW LIFE INTHE

SUN (S)
5.00 FOUR IN A BED (S)
5.30 STAR BOOT SALE (S)
6.00 THE SIMPSONS

Substitute teacher Mrs
Cantwell (Tina Fey)
takes an instant dislike
to Lisa, and Flanders is
plagued with guilt after
punching Homer. (S)

6.30 HOLLYOAKS Mandy
and Luke get ready for
their trip to Florida, but
his past habits may
cause a problem.
Meanwhile, Cindy
embarks on a new
business venture. (S)

7.00 NEWS (S)
8.00 THETRUTH ABOUT

YOUR PAY: CHANNEL
4 DISPATCHES Tazeen
Ahmad reveals how the
gender pay gap figures
that companies present
to the government may
not always be what they
seem. (S)

8.30 FOOD UNWRAPPED
Kate Quilton asks if any
ingredients in bedtime
teas can really help with
sleep, while Matt
Tebbutt discovers if balls
of Edam were once
used as cannonballs.
Last in the series. (S)

9.00 24 HOURS IN POLICE
CUSTODY Cameras
follow as police search
for a couple who they
believe have exploited a
vulnerable woman by
taking over her flat in
order to use it as a
drugs base. (S)

10.00 ELECTRIC DREAMS:
KILL ALL OTHERS A
man is found hanged
from a billboard after a
politician makes a
shocking statement
encouraging violence.
Last in the series. (S)

11.05 ONE KILLER PUNCH
Documentary exploring
the consequences of
deadly single hits, from
a row over a parking
space in a supermarket
car park to an
unanticipated fight
outside a nightclub. (S)

12.05 SEVENYEAR SWITCH
(S) 1.00 One Born Every
Minute (S) 1.55 World of
Weird (S) 2.50 The
Question Jury (S) 3.45
Coast vs Country (S)
4.35 Location, Location,
Location (S) 5.35 Food
Unwrapped (S)

• The Repair Shop
BBC 2, 6.30pm

TG4

Darren’s Donny go for goal
Doncaster Rovers

v Bradford City
(Kick-off 7.45pm).

Coverage of the League
One clash, which takes
place at the Keepmoat
Stadium.The Bantams
have the upper hand
in recent meetings with
theirYorkshire rivals,

winning four of the past
five fixtures in all
competitions including a
2-0 victory atValley Parade
back in September. Charlie
Wyke and Nat Knight-
Percival were the
goalscorers on that
occasion. Live EFL, Sky
Main Event, 7.30pm

Wrestling action
from the
States with

the over-the-top stars.
Presented by Michael
Cole, Corey Graves and
Jonathan Coachman.
LiveWWE Late Night
Raw, Sky Main Event,
12.00am

• Classic Mary Berry
BBC 1, 8.30pm

(S) Subtitles Teletext page 888

RED FM: 6.00 Ray and Jay 9.00 Neil Prendeville. 12.00 Philip
Bourke 4.00 Dave Mac’s Drive 7.00 Red Hits with Izzy 10.00
Kilian Pettit 1.00The Neil Prendeville Show Rewind 4.00 Non-
stop Hits
RTE RADIO 1: 5.30 Shay Byrne’s Rising Time. 8.00Morning
Ireland 9.00 Dave Fanning. 11.00 The Ronan Collins Show
1.00 News 1.30 Colm O’Regan Wants To Put Words In Your
Mouth 2.00 Documentary on One 3.00 Holiday Airs 4.30
Drivetime. 6.00 Documentary on One 7.00 Arena. 8.00 The
John Creedon Show. 10.00 Arts Tonight 11.00 Late Date.
Presented by Cathal Murray. 2.00 RTE Gold on RTE Radio 1
LYRIC FM: 7.00 Marty in the Morning. 10.00 Niall Carroll’s
Classical Daytime. 1.00 The Full Score with Liz Nolan. 4.00
Lorcan Murray’s Classic Drive. 7.02 Mystery Train with John
Kelly. 9.00 The Blue of the Night with Bernard Clarke 12.00
Lyric Through the Night.
RTE 2FM: 6.00 Breakfast Republic 10.00 The Nicky Byrne
Show with Jenny Greene 1.00 Blathnaid Treacy 4.00 Emma
Power 7.00 Game On 8.00 Louise McSharry 10.00 Dan

Hegarty 12.00 2FM Overnight.
TODAY FM: 7.00 Shelly Gray 11.00 Phil Cawley 3.00 Tara
Harrison 7.00 Orlagh Donnelly 9.00 Cathal Funge 12.00
Overnight Music
RAIDIO NA GAELTACHTA: 7.00 Nead Na Fuiseoige. 8.00
Adhmhaidin. 9.00 Príomhscéalta na Nuachta agus na
Gaeltachta. 9.15 Blaiseadh d’Oireachtas 2017 i Leitir Móir.
10.15 Ceol na Maidine. 11.00 Facebook: Cara nó Crá?. 12.00
Príomhscéalta na Nuachta agus na Gaeltachta. 12.08 An Saol
ó Dheas. 1.00 Nuacht a hAon. 1.30 Casadh an tSugain 2.00
Tobar na Cartlainne. 3.00 Cóisir Cheoil. 5.00 Príomhscéalta na
Nuachta agus na Gaeltachta. 5.05 Cuinneog Bhéal Átha
Chomhraic. 5.55Tuairisc Spóirt. 6.00Nuacht a Sé. 6.30 Fógraí
an Lae. 7.00 Camchuairt. 9.00 An Bóthar go Nashville. 10.00
AnTaobhTuathail. 12.00 Scoth an Luain.
CORK’S 96FM: 6.00The All New KC Show 9.00The Opinion
Line 12.00 KenTobin. 4.00 Drivetime Show 7.00 On Demand
10.00 Emmet Kennedy 1.00 The Biggest Hits, The Best
Variety 3.30The Opinion Line
C103 (NORTH AND EAST CORK): 6.00 Cork’s More Music
Breakfast 10.00 CorkToday 1.00Nick Richards 4.00Drivetime
Show 7.00 Eric Griffin 10.00 Round the Fireside with Jimmy

Reidy 11.00 Cork Today 1.00 Cork’s Greatest Hits
C103 (WEST CORK): 6.00 Cork’s More Music Breakfast
10.00 Cork Today 1.00 Nick Richards 4.00 Drivetime Show
7.00 Eric Griffin 10.00 Round the Fireside with Jimmy Reidy
11.00 Cork Today 1.00 Cork’s Greatest Hits
WLR: 6.00 The Big Breakfast Blaa 10.00 Deise Today 12.00
The Lunch Box 3.00 Drivetime Show 6.00 On the Ball 7.00
The Shift 10.00The Late Show 12.00 Deise Replay 2.00 Non-
stop Music
CUH FM 107.8: 8.30Mass 12.00Mass 12.30 Anything Goes
3.00 A to Z of Pop 4.00 John Phelan 6.00 Showband
Memories 7.30 Rosary 8.00 Eileen Sheehan 9.00 Claire
Jones 10.00 Frank Hefferan 12.00 Overnight
RADIO KERRY: 7.00 Kerry’s Full Breakfast 9.00 Kerry Today
11.00 The 11 to 1 club 1.00 The One O’Clock News 1.30
Talkabout 3.00 Afternoon Show 5.30The Evening News 6.00
Terrace Talk 8.00 Trip to the Cottage 10.00 Into the Night
11.00 Kerry Today 12.00Music Through the Night
CLARE FM: 6.00 Breakfast Show 9.00Morning Focus 12.00
Afternoons 3.00 Drivetime 7.00 The West Wind 9.00 Night
Time 12.00Morning Focus 3.00Music Through the Night
TIPPERARY FM: 6.00 Lorraine in the Morning 9.00 Fran

Curry 12.00Owen Lonergan 3.00 Afternoon Show 7.00 Extra
Time 8.00 Shades of Green 12.00 Fran Curry 3.00 Music
Through the Night
LIVE 95: 6.00The Breakfast Show 9.00 LimerickToday 12.00
Afternoon Show 4.00 Drive 7.00 Live at Night 10.00 Late
Night Love Songs 12.00 Limerick Today 3.00 Overnight
Music
NEWSTALK 106-108 FM: 6.30 Business Breakfast. 7.00
Breakfast. 9.00 The Pat Kenny Show. 12.00 Lunchtime Live.
2.00Moncrieff. 4.00The Hard Shoulder with IvanYates. 7.00
Off the Ball. Sports reports and discussion. 10.00 The Tom
Dunne Show. 12.00The Best of Newstalk.
CORK CAMPUS RADIO: 8.00 The Get Go 11.00 Sound
Check 12.00 Campus Hip Hop 1.00 Campus Classics 2.00
Trending Now 3.00 Afternoon Show 4.00 The International
Development Show 5.00 Europe 6.00 Close
RADIO 1: 6.30 The Radio 1 Breakfast Show with Nick
Grimshaw. 10.00 Clara Amfo. 12.45 Newsbeat. 1.00 Scott
Mills. 4.00 Greg James. 5.45 Newsbeat. 6.00 Greg James.
7.00 Annie Mac. 9.00 The 8th with Charlie Sloth. 11.00 Huw
Stephens. 1.00 Radio 1’s Drum & Bass Show with Rene
LaVice. 3.00 Radio 1’s Specialist Chart with PhilTaggart. 4.00

Radio 1’s Early Breakfast Show with Adele Roberts.
RADIO 2: 5.00 Vanessa Feltz. 6.30 Chris Evans. 9.30 Ken
Bruce. 12.00 Jeremy Vine. 2.00 Steve Wright in the
Afternoon. 5.00 Simon Mayo. 7.00The Blues Show with Paul
Jones. 8.00 Jo Whiley. 10.00 Six Decades of British Soul.
11.00 Jools Holland. 12.00 Johnnie Walker’s Sounds of the
70s. 2.00 Radio 2’s Jazz Playlist. 3.00 Radio 2 Playlists: Great
British Songbook. 4.00 Radio 2 Playlists: HiddenTreasures.
RADIO 3: 6.30 Breakfast. 9.00 Essential Classics. 12.00
Composer of the Week: Debussy. 1.00 News 1.02 Radio 3
Lunchtime Concert. 2.00 Afternoon Concert. 5.00 In Tune.
7.00 In Tune Mixtape. 7.30 Radio 3 in Concert. Daniil Trifonov
playsTchaikovsky’s Piano Concerto No 1 with the LPO. 10.00
Free Thinking Festival. 10.45 The Free Thinking Essay. 11.00
Jazz Now. 12.30Through the Night.
RADIO 4: 5.30 News Briefing 5.43 Prayer for the Day. 5.45
Farming Today. 5.58 Tweet of the Day. 6.00 Today. 9.00 Start
the Week. 9.45 (LW) Daily Service. 9.45 (FM) Keywords for
OurTime. 10.00Woman’s Hour. 11.00The Expressing Room.
11.30 Ayres on the Air. 12.00 News 12.01 Weather 12.04
Home Front. 12.15 You and Yours. 12.57 Weather 1.00 The
World at One. 1.45 Book of the Week: The Wood. 2.00 The

Archers. 2.15Drama:The Ferryhill Philosophers. 3.00 Brain of
Britain. 3.30 The Food Programme. 4.00 The Art of Now:
Return to Catalonia. 4.30 The Digital Human. 5.00 PM. 5.54
Weather 5.57 Weather 6.00 Six O’Clock News 6.30 Just a
Minute. 7.00 The Archers. 7.15 Front Row. 7.45 Based on a
True Story. 8.00 Double-Talk 8.30 Analysis. 9.00 Aftermath.
9.30 Start theWeek. 9.59Weather 10.00 TheWorld Tonight.
10.45 Book at Bedtime: Reservoir 13. 11.00 Something of the
Night. 11.30 Today in Parliament. 12.00Weather 12.30 Book
of the Week: The Wood. 12.48Weather 1.00 As BBCWorld
Service 5.20Weather
RADIO 5 LIVE: 5.00 Morning Reports. 5.15 Wake Up to
Money. 6.00 5 Live Breakfast. 10.00 The Emma Barnett
Show with Anna Foster. 1.00 Afternoon Edition. 4.00 5 Live
Drive. 7.00 5 Live Sport: The Monday Night Club. 9.00 5 Live
Sport: 5 Live Rugby. 10.00 Flintoff, Savage and the Ping Pong
Guy. 10.30 Phil Williams. Live news and sport. 1.00 Up All
Night.
CLASSIC HITS 4FM: 6.00 PJ and McCabe in the Morning
10.00 Damian Farrelly 12.00 Niall Boylan 2.00 Gareth
O’Callaghan in the Afternoon 7.00 Non-stop Classic Hits 9.00
Niall Boylan at Night 1.00 Non-stop Club Classics
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St. Patrick’s
Day
2018

Counter Sales
and

Telesales Depts
80 Oliver Plunkett St.,

Cork
will remain CLOSED
Saturday, March 17

and Monday, March 19
Undertakers please note;

death announcements will
be accepted on

021-4802159/021-4272722
or email:

familynotices@examiner.ie
Sunday & Monday

2-9.30pm

Builders

BUILDER 30yrs exp, new
houses, extensions, renova-
tions. East/North Cork West
Waterford area. 0872509450
builderavailable@gmail.com

TRADES &
SERVICES

Situations Vacant

BALLINEEN Dairy farm, part-
time work, 087 4307520

DUBLIN Institute of
Technology (DIT) is seeking
to make a  number of
appointments in ICT services
based in either DIT
Grangegorman, Dublin 7/DIT
Aungier Street, Dublin 2  as
follows:

ICT Project Manager (Grade
VII) (Permanent Wholetime)
Responsible for all aspects of
IT project planning & control
to ensure effective
implementation through
industry standard, best
practice project management.
ICT Vendor Manager (Grade
VII) (Permanent Wholetime)

Responsible for the strategic
management of service level
performance, relationship
and risk management roles
with IT vendors.

Mobile Application Specialist
(Grade VII) (Permanent
Wholetime)

This post is concerned with
ensuring that DIT’s require-
ment to deploy
application services on a mo-
bile first basis is achieved by
assisting with
selection, design,
development and deployment
of a  mobile platform and
apps.

Data Integration Specialist
(Grade VI) (Permanent
Wholetime)

This post is concerned with
ensuring that DIT has a
modern, fit-for-
purpose, effective set of data
interactions between all
applications in a manner that
provides students and staff
with quality services.

User Support Officer (Grade V)
(Permanent Wholetime)

Reporting to the service desk
manager the successful
candidate will work as a
member of the Support Desk
Team based in Aungier Street,
providing first and second
line ICT support to staff and
students of the DIT in accord-
ance with the appropriate
service level agreements.
Hours of work: A  37 hour
working week is in operation.

Salary: Grade VII €48,493
Grade VI €46,308
Grade V €41,625
Full details relating to the

Institute and each of the
above posts including closing
dates are available on our
website at www.dit.ie/
vacancies. Applications will
only be accepted via the
official online application
form and late applications
will not be
accepted. DIT is an equal
opportunities employer.

DUBLIN Institute of
Technology (DIT) has
vacancies for lecturing posts,
teaching undergraduate and
postgraduate students on
relevant programmes in the
following disciplines: College
of Arts & Tourism, DIT Cathal
Brugha Street: Culinary Arts
(Restaurant) (Permanent
Wholetime) College of
Business, DIT Aungier Street:
Digital Retail Business
(Permanent Wholetime),
E-Business & Retail
Operations (Permanent
Wholetime)

College of Engineering &  Built
Environment, DIT Bolton
Street:
Automotive Technology
(Permanent Wholetime);
Aviation Technology
(Permanent Wholetime) (3
Posts) Hours of work: A
maximum of 19 class contact
hours per week Salary:
Assistant Lecturer €41,122,
€37,111 (new entrants)
Lecturer €55,153

Full details relating to the
Institute and each of the
above posts including closing
dates are available on our
website at www.dit.ie/
vacancies. Applications will
only be accepted via the
official online application
form and late applications
will not be
accepted. DIT is an equal
opportunities employer.

Service
Technician

Required for Cork company
servicing of breathing air com-
pressors and apparatus in the
Munster area. Experience
desired but not essential as full
training provided. Full clean
drivers licence. Reply with CV
to techsupport@indpt.ie

Hotel & Catering

HEAD chef with 5  years
experience in Indian curry
and balti dishes and Tandoori
chef with 5  years experience
in grill/tandoori and BBQ
meals are required to work
in Bay View Restaurant at
Dingle, Co. Kerry for 40
hours/week. Email. Rehan

rihanullah@hotmail.com or
tel. 087 2131572

For Sale

Quality
firewood
delivered

Seasoned ash stove timber
19% moisture tel Dave 087-
6638501

Car Hire

Great Island
Car Rentals

Contact Ph. 021-4811609

Commercial
Vehicles

00 Isuzu NQR 7½ ton tipper
for sale, 087 4028690

Land Lettings

SINGLE Farm Payments now
trading. Contact David Keane
Auctioneer 021-4631304
Licence number: 001103

Licensed
Premises

SELLING or buying a  7 Day
Liquor Licence.0404 42832

Agricultural
Machinery

FERTILIZER Spreader Repair
Service and Second hand
sales. 024-98022/ 087-
2387650.

FOR hire fertiliser spreading
gps controlled 086-8507206

We Buy Plant
Wanted all types of tractors
construction machinery, all
types of vans and 4x4’s also.
Immediate payment. Contact
John 087-1624641.
info@mcmchinerytraders.com

Farm Produce

100 bales of silage Youghal
area 087-7946348

100 bales of silage Youghal
area 087-7946348

80 round bales of silage.
Ballymacoda. 086-0563331.

AAA Golden Barley round and
big square for sale.
Delivered. Tel: 086 2506605

Beet for Sale
FRESHLY harvested fodder and
sugar beet, washed /  washed
and chopped. Also beet wash
and chop service available,
087 2512829

BIG square straw, round hay &
straw, Del, 086-2515749

ROUND baled silage for sale
in Glanworth. 086-8461939

SILAGE bales &  Big square
bales of straw, 8x4x3’s de-
livered if required087253787

SILAGE bales, Macroom area,
085 2862116/087 0628764

SILAGE for sale, peat and
bales, can be delivered, 087-
2405892.

SILAGE bales for sale surplus
off of paddocks top quality
Ballyfeard Belgooly area tel
086-8066053

Farm Services

ALL Types of Farm repairs car-
ried out. Gutters, re-sheeting,
cubicles, concrete works.
Fully insured and vat
registered. Tel 087-9275148.

Cattle

4 Her bull calves and 8 Fr bull
calves, all 5  weeks old.
Healthy calves 087-9274674

5 ped aa bulls 5★ 18 mths old
Grillough herd fertility testing
can deliver 087-6738262

AA P.B. Bulls, B.V.D. I.B.R.
and Lepto Vac. Fertility tested.
Ray Murray 087-6878274

AA ped bulls for sale.
087-1142863, 021-7330017.

ANGUS bulls for sale, high
health status. Ryall, Water-

grasshill. 086-2300210

BULLS pedigreee Angus,
Hereford and Limousin. 1  to
3 years. Fertility tested. Can
deliver. Tel 086-8481402

Cattle

CALVED Friesian Heifers, AI
bred, milk recorded.
Millstreet. Tel 087-7732129.

CASHEL Mart Bull Sale, Apr 7,
selection 25 ped AA bulls, 10
ped HER bulls, bulls fit for
service and not overdone,
fertility tested, low calving fig-
ures, catalogue available. No
outside lots. Tel 062 62500.

Grooving
Concrete Grooving avoid costly
falls. Cathal Dineen 087-
1319617 Timoleague, Cork

Healy Farm
Services

Bull Fertility testing, certificates
given. Cow fertility &  preg-
nancy scanning.
Ph. Leo Healy 087-4180852.

Kilcronat Lim.
Selection of
PBR bulls,

heifers, cows.
Burke Ballynoe, 086-1676655/
058 - 59156

LIMOUSIN PBR Bulls.Dorgan,
Watergrasshill. 086-3831002.

Horses

Factory
Horses

All types wanted. Cash paid,
immediate collect.
C. Hennessy 087-9418125

Dancing

Riverside Park
Hotel

Macroom, Dancing Mon 19
March, MICHAEL COLLINS.
9.30-12. Free Door Prize

Road Bowling

BALLINAGREE Mon 1.30, D O
Sullivan v A Cullinane, 3pm D
Hubbard v M Murphy

CURRAHEEN Mon; 11.30
Donal Donovan v Tom Donovan

T.MARTIN 2pm Aidan Murphy
v Gary Daly.

Personal

MINDFUL mature gent seeks
such lady. Please reply to box
no. POS 616277 this office.

Foot Care Clinic
Trend, Westside Centre, Model
Farm Road. .086-2114727

Legal Notices

WASTE MANAGEMENT ACT
1996

GLANBIA INGREDIENTS
IRELAND LIMITED

Belview Port, Co. Kilkenny
We are required to accept at
Belview Port, Co. Kilkenny, free
of charge, for the purpose of
recovery, packaging waste of
the following categories:
Plastic, Card &  Wood. The
products or packaging in
question need not necessarily
have been purchased from
Glanbia Ingredients Ireland
Limited

WASTE MANAGEMENT ACT
1996

Kiernan Milling, Granardkill,
Granard, Co. Longford. We are
required to accept at the above
premises, free of charge, for
the purpose of recovery, pack-
aging waste of the following
categories: glass, plastic, fibre-
board, steel, aluminium &
wood. The products or pack-
aging in question need not ne-
cessarily have been purchased
from Kiernan Milling.

Legal Notices

Road Traffic Act 1994 and Road
Traffic Act 1994 (Sec 41 Amend-
ment) Regulations 1998 and
Road Traffic Removal and Stor-
age and Disposal of Vehicles
Regulations 1983 and Road
Traffic (Removal and Storage
and Disposal of Vehicles)
(Amendment) Regulations 1998.
An Garda Síochána propose to
dispose of the following vehicles
listed below in whatever manner
the Commissioner directs on or
after 26th March 2018
04C16887 00D14461 02LK4873
02C7593 04D11938 02D72003
KO06NXD 97TS1801 06TS2044
99D14128 97WW1661 00C3676
04MN6051 07LD1206 03D31748
02RN1294 01D9456 02D41480
01LK6541 03RN1766 95D50051
02MO4777 04MO1418 06MN3505
00KE13442 04LD4147 07G8598

In Memoriam

Elizabeth Foran Breen
THIRTEENTH ANNIVERSARY

In fond and cherished memory of my dear sister,
ELIZABETH, late of Bishopstown, Cork and Woodside,

New York, who died on March 19, 2005.
On her soul Sweet Jesus have mercy. Masses offered.

Lead me, O Lord, in the path of life eternal

Forever in my heart and prayers
Her fond brother Joe

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

BEAUSANG SEAN (Second
Anniversary) Treasured
memories of a  loving husband
and father.

"Death leaves a heartache no
one can heal, loves leaves a
memory no one can steal."

(Sadly missed by his wife,
daughters, mother, brother,
extended family and friends).

LONERGAN: THERESA (21st
Anniversary): Remembered
with love.
(Sadly missed, Tim and
family).

In Memoriam

DOODY Fourth Anniversary of
MARTINA.

Your memory is my
keepsake,

With which I'll never part,
God has you in his keeping,
I have you in my heart.

(Sadly missed by your loving
mam Helen and family)

To Advertise in the

Legal
and

Public
Notices
Section

Contact:
Tele Sales

Tel. 021-4802180
Fax. 021-4271017

e-mail:
notices@examiner.ie

Death Notices

BUTLER (Ballinlough, Cork):
On March 17, 2018, peace-
fully, at the Bon Secours
Hospital, after a short illness,
PATRICK (formerly of Brooks
Haughton), beloved son of
the late Pat and Eileen. Sadly
missed by Donal, Mary and
family, Clair and Breda, relat-
ives and friends, especially
those in the Gramophone
Society. Lying in repose at the
Temple Hill Funeral Home,
Boreenmanna Road of Jerh.
O’Connor Ltd. Removal on
today (Monday) at 4pm to
Our Lady of Lourdes Church,
Ballinlough. Requiem Mass
on tomorrow (Tuesday) at
2pm. Funeral afterwards to
St. Oliver’s Cemetery, Model
Farm Road.

May he rest in peace.

CASHELL (Hillside Drive,
Glasheen and formerly of
Youghal): On March 18,
2018, peacefully, at Mary-
mount, PIERCE, dearly loved
husband of Pearl (nee
Kennedy), much loved father
of Pierce, Liam, Michael and
Margaret, loving brother of
Michael, George and Eilish
and dear nephew of Donal.
Sadly missed by his loving
family, daughters-in-law,
grandchildren, brothers-in-
law, sisters-in-law, nephews,
nieces, relatives and friends.
May he rest in peace.
Reposing at his home on
today (Monday) from 5pm,
until Prayer Service at 7pm.
Reception into Church of
the Immaculate Conception,
The Lough on tomorrow
(Tuesday) at 2pm for
Requiem Mass at 2.30pm.
Funeral afterwards to
The Island Crematorium,
Ringaskiddy. Family flowers
only, please. Donations,
in lieu, if desired, to
Marymount.

COLEMAN (Liscarroll, Co
Cork): On March 18, 2018,
peacefully, at Padre Pio
Nursing Home, Churchtown,
EILEEN (nee Irwin), beloved
wife of the late Thomas and
much loved mother of Liam,
Catherine, Pat, Noel, Eileen
and Maura. Sadly missed by
her loving family, sons-in-
law, daughters-in-law,
grandchildren, great-grand-
child, nephews, nieces, relat-
ives and friends. Requiem
Mass on today (Monday) at
1pm in St Joseph’s Church,
Liscarroll. Funeral afterwards
to St Brigid’s Cemetery,
Buttevant.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh
a h-anam dílis.

COPPINGER (Milleenawillin,
Skibbereen): On March 17,
2018, unexpectedly, after an
illness borne with dignity and
courage, surrounded by his
loving family, KIERAN,
beloved husband of the late
Theresa (nee O’Driscoll),
dear father of Brian, Declan,
Raymond and Shaun, brother
of Michael, Brendan and
Geraldine (Collins) and the
late Tony. Sadly missed by his
loving family, daughters-in-
law, sisters-in-law, grand-
children, nieces, nephews,
friends and all the staff at
Skibbereen Hospital. Ar dheis
Dé go raibh a  anam. Recep-
tion Prayers in St Patrick’s
Cathedral on today (Monday)
at 5pm. Reposing until 7pm.
Requiem Mass on tomorrow
(Tuesday) at 12 noon.
Funeral afterwards to St
Patrick’s Cemetery, Coronea.

DENNEHY (Rockgrove,
Coachford and formerly of
Keel, Rylane): On March 15,
2018, peacefully, in the
tender and loving care of the
matron and staff, of Macroom
Community Hospital, JOHN,
beloved husband of Carmel
and father of Nora, Donal,
Mairead, Willie and Jerome.
Deeply regretted by his loving
family, grandchildren, daugh-
ters-in-law, sons-in-law,
nieces, nephews, relatives,
neighbours and friends.
Reposing from 6pm on
tomorrow (Tuesday) in St
Patrick’s Church, Coachford.
Prayers at 8pm. Funeral
on Wednesday after 2pm
Requiem Mass, to St John’s
Cemetery, Coachford.

May he rest in peace.

FORDE (Military Road, St.
Luke’s, Cork): On March 16,
2018, peacefully, in the
loving care of the staff at St.
Clare’s Ward, St. Finbarr’s
Hospital, ROSE (Rosaleen)
(nee Coates), late of Dublin
Hill, dearly loved wife of John
and loving mother of John,
George, Carol, Roy and the
late Martin. Sadly missed by
her loving husband and
family, sisters Phyllis and
Ann, son-in-law, daughters-
in-law, grandchildren, neph-
ews, nieces, relatives and
friends. Lying in repose at
the Mayfield Funeral Home,
Old Youghal Road of Jerh.
O’Connor Ltd. Removal at
7pm on this (Monday)
evening to The Holy Family
Church, Military Hill.
Requiem Mass at 11am on
tomorrow (Tuesday). Funeral
afterwards to Ardnageehy
Cemetery. Family flowers
only. Donations, if desired, to
the Friends of St. Finbarr’s.

May she rest in peace.

Death Notices

HARTE (Woodstock, Carrig-
twohill): On March 17, 2018,
peacefully, surrounded by
her loving family and in the
exceptional care of all the
staff at Midleton Community
Hospital, PAULINE (nee
Fenton, Killacloyne), beloved
wife of the late John (recently
deceased, March 11, 2018),
wonderful mother of Mary,
John Joe, Kathleen and Paul.
Pauline is now reunited with
Johnny and Michael. Loving
gran of Jack, Niall and Colm.
Predeceased by her parents
and brothers Dan and Mike,
sisters Kitt and Beth. Sadly
missed also by her daughter-
in-law Caroline, son-in-law
Jimmy and the extended
O’Brien family, grand-
children, sister-in-law Eileen
Fenton, brother-in-law Dan
Harte, nephews, nieces, relat-
ives, neighbours and friends.
Reposing at her daughter
Kathleen’s residence, O’Brien
Farm, Ballintubber, on today
(Monday) from 4.30pm, with
prayers and removal at
7.30pm to St. Mary’s Church,
Carrigtwohill. Funeral Mass
on tomorrow (Tuesday) at 12
noon, followed by burial in
St. Mary’s Cemetery. Family
flowers only, please.

May her gentle soul
rest in peace.

KENNEALLY (Ballintrim,
Rostellan): On March 17,
2018, peacefully, at the
Mercy University Hospital,
Cork, JIMMY, beloved
husband of Margaret (nee
O’Driscoll). Sadly missed by
his loving wife, brothers John
and Mick, sister Nora,
cousins, brother-in-law,
relatives and friends.
Reposing at O’Farrell’s
Funeral Home, Riverside Way
Midleton on today (Monday,
March 19) from 4.30pm,
with removal at 6pm to St.
Erasmus Church, Aghada.
Funeral Mass on tomorrow
(Tuesday) at 2.30pm,
followed by burial in All
Saints Cemetery.

May he rest in peace.

McMAHON (nee Mulcahy)
(Croughteen, Castletown and
formerly of Tullaha, Broad-
ford, Co. Limerick): March
17, 2018, in the presence of
her loving family, at her son
John’s residence, in Cloonee,
Ballyagran, HANNAH, prede-
ceased by her loving husband
Seán. She will be sadly
missed by her sons John,
Thomas and Kieran, daughter
Breda (Kelliher), daughters-
in-law Mairi, Claire and
Conchita, son-in-law Danny,
grandchildren Eoin, Colm,
Paul, Aoife, Kayla, Lauren,
Shane, Connor, Justin, Mia
and Ronan, brothers, sisters,
brothers-in-law, sisters-in-
law, nephews, nieces,
extended family, relatives,
friends and neighbours. Rest
in peace. Reposing at Bennis’
Funeral Home, Ballyagran
tomorrow (Tuesday) from
6pm, with removal at 8pm
to her son John’s residence.
Funeral arriving at St.
Michael’s Church, Ballyagran
on Wednesday for Requiem
Mass at 12 noon. Burial
afterwards in Castletown
Cemetery. Family flowers
only, please. Donations in
lieu, if desired, to Carebright
Home Care. Enquiries to
Sexton’s Funeral Directors.

O’CONNELL (Silverdale,
Ballinlough, Cork): On
March 15, 2018, peacefully,
at the Mercy University
Hospital, LIAM (late of Irish
Dunlop and Co). He loved
and was loved, and will
always be lovingly
remembered by his wife
Barbara, son Rory, daughter
Daragh, sister Eileen, daugh-
ter-in-law Niamh, Daragh’s
partner Jean Marc, grand-
children Ben, Mike and Max,
relatives and many friends.
Lying in repose at the Temple
Hill Funeral Home, Boreen-
mann Road of Jerh. O’Connor
Ltd. today (Monday) with
removal at 7pm to St
Michael’s Church, Blackrock.
Requiem Mass at 1pm
on tomorrow (Tuesday),
followed by cremation at
the Island Crematorium,
Ringaskiddy, Co Cork.
Family flowers only, please.

May he rest in peace.

Death Notices

O’SULLIVAN (Bishopstown,
Cork): On March 17, 2018,
WILLIAM ANTHONY (TONY)
(late of FÁS), slipped away
gently, in the comfort of his
home, surrounded by his
family. He was dearly loved
by his wife Catherine (Kay,
nee O’Brien) and by his
children Carmel (Daly),
Conor and Deirdre
(McCarthy). He will be
missed by his wife and family,
brother George, sons-in-law
Mick and Norman, daughter-
in-law Clelia, grandchildren
Catherine, Ken, Laura-Jane,
Conor, Carol, Ian and Sophia,
great-grandchildren Ella,
Jake, Isla, Jack, Amelie,
Tallulah and by Ivan, Tracy,
Linda, Chhedup, Chris and
Daniel. Lying in repose at
the Wilton Funeral Home,
Sarsfield Road of Jerh.
O’Connor Ltd. Removal on
this (Monday) evening at
5.30pm to the Church of the
Real Presence, Curraheen
Road. Requiem Mass at 2pm
on tomorrow (Tuesday).
Funeral afterwards to St.
James’ Cemetery, Chetwynd.
Family flowers only. Dona-
tions, in lieu, to Marymount
Hospice.

At Rest.

PALMER ANNA (“Suncroft”,
Limerick Road, Kildorrery
and Nazareth House Nursing
Home): Passed away, peace-
fully, in the presence of her
family and in the kind care of
the staff of Nazareth House,
on March 17, 2018, sister of
the late Anthony and Brendan
Palmer and Carmel Shinnick.
Sadly missed by her sister
Patsy McKeon, her sister-in-
law Eileen Palmer, nieces,
nephews, grandnieces,
grandnephews, cousins,
friends, neighbours, former
colleagues and students
of Presentation Convent,
Mitchelstown. Rest in peace.
Family flowers only. Dona-
tions, if desired, to Nazareth
House Building Fund. Funeral
Mass on today (Monday) at
12 noon in St. Bartholomew’s
Church, Kildorrery. Burial
afterwards in the local
cemetery. Enquiries to
Hannon’s Funeral Home at
022-25381, 087-9582224.

RIORDAN (Knocknagoun,
Rylane): On March 18, 2018,
peacefully, at Cork University
Hospital, JOHN JOE, beloved
husband of Carmel and
brother of Joan (Scanlon)
and the late Mary. Deeply
regretted by his wife, sisters-
in-law, brothers-in-law, relat-
ives and friends. Rosary at
6.30pm on this (Monday)
evening in Fitz-Gerald’s
Funeral Home, Macroom.
Reposing on tomorrow
(Tuesday) from 5.30pm, with
removal at 6.30pm to St.
Olan’s Church, Rylane.
Requiem Mass on Wednesday
at 11am. Funeral afterwards
to Aghabullogue Cemetery.

May he rest in peace.
fitz-geraldsfuneraldirectors.com

RODDY (Sacred Heart Sisters,
Bessboro, Blackrock, Cork
and late of Lavareen, Co
Leitrim): On March 18, 2018,
peacefully, at the Sacred
Heart Convent, Blackrock,
Sr MARY, dearly loved sister
of Joan, Gregory and the late
Pat. Sadly missed by her
loving Community and
convent staff, sister, brother,
nephews, nieces, grand-
nieces, grandnephews, relat-
ives and many friends.
Reception Prayers at 4.30pm
on tomorrow (Tuesday) in
the Sacred Heart Convent
Chapel, Blackrock. Requiem
Mass at 12 noon on
Wednesday. Funeral after-
wards to St Michael's
Cemetery, Blackrock.

May she rest in peace.

WARD (née Wilson)
(Blessington, Co. Wicklow):
On March 15, 2018,
unexpectedly, at Naas
Hospital, ANN, beloved wife
of the late Robert and loving
mother of Shirley (Deady)
and Wendy (McCourtney).
Sadly missed by her loving
daughters, sons-in-law Rick
and Paul, grandchildren
Robert, David, Craig and Kyle,
sister Margaret (Kemmis),
brothers John and Bryan
(Wilson), sisters-in-law Sue
and Ellen, nieces and
nephews and a large circle of
friends and neighbours.
Funeral Service at 12 noon
tomorrow (Tuesday, March
20) in St. Mary’s Church,
Blessington and then at 2pm
in Mt. Jerome Crematorium.
Family flowers only.
Donations, in lieu of flowers,
if desired, to St. Vincent de
Paul or Simon Community.

SULLIVAN (Shanagorth,
Castletownbere and Bere
Island, Co. Cork): On March
16, 2018, peacefully, in the
care of the staff of Bantry
General hospital, in the
presence of his family, LEO,
beloved husband of Eileen,
much loved dad of Sheila,
Dominic, Margaret, John,
Donal and Tim. Deeply
mourned and sadly missed by
his wife, children, daughters-
in-law, son-in-law, grandchil-
dren, brothers Patrick and
Brendan, sisters Sr. Margaret
and Eileen, brother-in-law,
sisters-in-law, nephews,
nieces, relatives and friends.
Reposing at Harrington’s
Funeral Home, Castletown-
bere. Rosary on today
(Monday) at 6pm. Removal
on tomorrow (Tuesday) at
8pm (Doors open at 6pm) to
the Sacred Heart Church,
Castletownbere. Funeral Mass
on Wednesday at 11.30am,
followed by burial in St.
Michael’s Cemetery, Bere
Island.

May he rest in peace.

Family Notices

We’re here
to help
you

Call to our office at
80 Oliver Plunkett Street,
or call 021 4274455
or email:
ads@examiner.ie
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A world
apart...

TDs to visit Air Corps HQ to ensure safety changes made
illnesses, including cancer,
as a result of their working
conditions, over decades, at
Casement Aerodrome.

It is not clear whether the
committee will meet with
whistleblowers, or if it will
discuss allegations, made
through protected disclos-
ures, with the Air Corps
hierarchy.

A protected disclosure
sent to the then-Minister of
Defence, Simon Coveney, in
December, 2015, warned that
a named senior member of
the Air Corps destroyed re-
ports, dating back to the
1990s, which raised concerns
about the levels of toxic
chemicals in workshops in
Casement Aerodrome.

Mr Kehoe has said he has
no plans to investigate their
disappearance.

2016. The HSA issued a dozen
recommendations to the Air
Corps, and warned that it
would take legal action, un-
less changes were imple-
mented

It warned that the Air
Corps needed to provide pro-
tective gloves, eye protec-
tion, and respirators to pre-
vent chemical exposure. It
said that employees’ expo-
sure  to  ha z a r d ous  s u b-
stances needed to be moni-
tored, and that protective
measures had to be instated.

The  shor tcomings  ad-
dressed in the HSA report
echoed the whistleblowers’
complaints.

Meanwhile, the State is
denying it is liable in seven
High Court cases taken by
former Air Corps staff, who
say they now suffer chronic

Corps whistleblowers also
tipped off the Health and
Safety Authority, who in-
spected Casement Aero-
drome a number of times in

The committee proposes to
make the visit on March 27.

Aside from making pro-
tected disclosures to the De-
partment of Defence, the Air

Foreign Affairs and Trade,
and Defence,  to  see  the
changes it has implemented
over the past year, following
warnings from the State’s
health watchdog.

Junior defence minister
Paul Kehoe revealed details
of the visit to the Committee.

“Under my instructions,
the General Officer Com-
manding, GOC, Irish Air
Corps, Brigadier General
Seán Clancy, has invited the
committee to visit the Air
corps base and I ask that the
chairman and the committee
secretariat arrange that visit
through my office,” he said.

“I would encourage com-
mittee members to visit the
Air Corps to see the improve-
ments that have been made,
in  terms of  heal th  and
safety.”

Joe Leogue

TDs and senators are to visit
the Air Corps headquarters,
amid fears for the health and
safety of staff at Casement
Aerodrome.

The move follows revel-
ations in the Irish Examiner
about conditions for techni-
cians working on aircraft at
the base.

Last year, it emerged that
whistleblowers had warned
the Department of Defence
that the Air Corps’ health
and safety measures were in-
adequate for protecting staff
from the harmful chemicals
used to service airplanes, in-
cluding cancer-causing sol-
vents.

The Air Corps has now in-
vited members of the Oi-
reachtas Joint Committee on

Casement Aerodrome, Dublin, has been inspected several times by
the Health and Safety Authority.

around upright. In the wild,
Western lowland gorillas
like Louis might do it for a
few seconds to reach food or
wade into swamps.

High-born
USA: Now that’s a big baby!
The Santa Barbara Zoo’s
Masai giraffe, Audrey, gave
birth last week. The new-
born is 6ft 1in and weighs
more than 80kg.

Curator of mammals
Michele Green says it was a
fast, smooth birth, and the
female calf stood up and was
nursing in only two hours.

A medical examination on
Thursday found the calf to
be strong and healthy.A
naming contest will allow
the public to choose from the
options of Amirah, Makena,
Nugget, and Quintin.

Ape takes a stand
USA: A male gorilla at the
Philadelphia Zoo is taking a
stand against dirty hands by
opting to walk on two legs.

Apparently, 18-year-old
Louis is a clean freak.

When Louis has his hands
full of tomatoes or other
snacks, he walks upright like
a human to keep food and
hands clean, rather than the
typical gorilla stance of lean-
ing forward on his knuckles.

Michael Stern, primates
and small mammals curator,
says workers had to install a
fire hose over a mud puddle
in the yard. The nearly 500lb,
6ft primate crosses it like a
tightrope to avoid getting
dirty.

Stern says it’s “pretty
unusual” for gorillas to walk

surveillance footage shows
at least one shadowy figure
stealing the birds early on
Friday.

He says the thieves took
three Patagonian conures
worth $950 (€772) each, a
caique parrot worth $1,400, a
rose-breasted cockatoo
worth $2,200, and a yellow
nape Amazon parrot worth
$2,500.

Schreiner believes the
theft at his shop in the city of
Menifee is tied to other
recent bird heists in the
region. Thefts have occurred
at a bird farm in Redlands
and an exotic bird store in
Cypress in the past few
weeks.

The Riverside County
Sheriff’s Department says
it’s not clear if the crimes are
linked.

airport, he was informed by
border officials that he had
been officially declared dead
and underwent six hours of
questioning and tests.

They measured the
distance between his eyes to
see if it corresponded to an
old passport photograph,
they asked him questions
about his home town, such
as where the town hall was,
and they checked his finger-
prints.

“They decided that it was
me!” he said.

But authorities in Barlad
were less convinced. He
spent weeks trying to
persuade them to issue him
papers so that he officially
“existed”, he said. When that
failed, he asked them to over-
turn the ruling on his death
certificate, issued in 2016,
which also ended in failure
on Thursday on procedural
grounds.

Reliu said he would like to
file a fresh lawsuit but has no
money and suffers from
diabetes, which makes
everything more difficult.

He also said he has been
banned for life from return-
ing to Turkey but would like
to write to Turkish president
Recep Tayyip Erdogan to
appeal the decision.

Doing bird?
USA: A business owner says
thieves smashed a window of
a Southern California pet
store and made off with six
birds worth thousands of
dollars. Birds-N-Paradise
co-owner Erik Schreiner told
the Press-Enterprise news-
paper in Riverside that

Romania: Constantin Reliu
learned in January that he
was dead.

After more than 20 years of
working as a cook in Turkey,
the 63-year-old returned
home to Romania to discover
that his wife had had him
officially registered as dead.

He has since been living a
legalistic nightmare of
trying to prove to authorities
that he is, in fact, alive.

He faced a major setback
on Thursday when a court in
the northeastern city of
Vaslui refused to overturn
his death certificate because
his request was filed “too
late”. The decision, the court
said, is final.

“I am a living ghost,” Reliu
told The Associated Press in
a phone interview on Friday
from his home in Barlad,
northeastern Romania.

“I am officially dead,
although I’m alive. I have no
income and because I am
listed as dead, I can’t do
anything.”

During the interview,
Reliu was deeply emotional,
starting off by saying: “I
think I am going to cry,” and
going on to voice rage and a
desire for revenge against
his wife, who now lives in
Italy.

“I am not sure whether I
am divorced or not,” he said.
“I am not sure whether she is
married to someone else or
not. Nobody will tell me.”

Reliu explained that he
first went to work in Turkey
in 1992 and returned in 1995
to the first big shock of his
marriage — his wife’s
infidelity. In 1999, he decided
to return to Turkey for good.

The AP was not able to
locate his wife to hear her
side of the story.

Last December, Turkish
authorities detained Reliu
over expired papers and in
January deported him to
Romania.

Upon landing at Bucharest

Deadly serious: Court tells cook he is not alive

A Samoyed dog out enjoying the snow in Thomastown, Co Kilkenny. Originally bred as a herding dog in Siberia, the Samoyed breed is well
equipped to deal with snowy conditions. Picture: Dylan VaughanDashing through the snow

Flags and glad rags

A woman in traditional costume participates in a rally to celebrate Maharashtrian New Year in Mumbai,
India, yesterday.  Picture: Rajanish Kakade/AP

Creed:
Exempt
stables
from
work law
■ Agriculture minister has asked
that stable staff not get rest periods
Conor Kane

The Minister for Agricul-
ture, Michael Creed, wants
the horseracing industry to
be exempt from workplace
legislation that limits work-
ing hours for stable staff. He
has made representations to
cabinet colleagues.

The Labour Court recently
ruled that training yards and
stud operations are  not
classed as agriculture and so
do not qualify for a deroga-
tion under the Working Time
Act following compliance no-
tices issued by the Work-
place Relations Commission
(WRC) to top training yard
Ballydoyle, Co Tipperary.

Ballydoyle is the base of
multiple champion trainer
and world record-holder
Aidan O’Brien.

The  r u l ing  wo r ried
trainers and employers in
the industry about the impli-
cations for their working
practices, given the routines
followed by stable staff.

The Department of Em-
ployment Affairs and Social
Protection has revealed that
representations have been
made to Minister Regina Do-
herty, from the horseracing
and breeding industry and
from “the Minister for Agri-
culture, Food, and the Mar-
ine, about concerns that
exist in the industry, arising
from the Labour Court rul-
ing”.

Ms Doherty has asked the
Attorney General, Seamus
Woulfe, for advice. A spokes-
woman for Mr Creed con-
firmed he has met with the
Minister for Business, Enter-
pr ise  and  Innovat ion,
Heather Humphreys, to out-
line “his concerns”, follow-
ing the Labour Curt ruling in
the Ballydoyle/WRC case,
“for the thoroughbred sector
and, in particular, the poten-
t ia l  impact  on  smal ler
trainers”.

He also met with Ms Do-
herty to raise “the same is-
sues”, while officials in his
department have met their
counterparts in the Depart-
ment of Employment Affairs

and Social Protection to out-
line “the scale of the impact”
on the industry.

“While appreciating the
need to secure the health and
welfare of staff, he set out the
scale of the problem in the
wider sector, which is al-
ready facing considerable
pressures ,”  the  spokes-
woman said.

“There has been a large re-
duction in the number of
smaller trainers in recent
years; trainers are already
having difficulty sourcing la-
bour and they are facing po-
tential new challenges, in the
form of Brexit.”

The WRC compliance no-
tices, unsuccessfully appeal-
ed to the Labour Court by
Ballydoyle, followed an in-
spection last May, which
found a failure to grant a
daily rest period of 11 hours
to three named employees,
and a failure to grant three
employees rest periods of 24
consecutive hours in four
consecutive weeks.

Ballydoyle argued that
they were entitled to an
exemption, under the agri-
culture category, but this
was disputed by the WRC
and rejected by the Labour
Court.

The owners of Ballydoyle,
who also run the world-lead-
ing Coolmore breeding oper-
ation, have appealed the La-
bour Court decision and the
case is expected to come be-
fore the Circuit Court next
month.

The Working Time Direc-
tive limits the amount of
time that employees can
work without rests. It pro-
vides for derogations and
exemptions, conditional on
workers  being  granted
“equivalent compensatory
rest,” with the “agriculture”
sector allowed to benefit
from these exemptions.

The Labour Court found in
its ruling on the Ballydoyle
case, taken by the Employ-
ment Relations Commission,
that the derogations do not
apply to employees in the
horseracing business.

Editorial: 10
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