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Donal Lenihan, Simon Lewis, Brendan O’Brien, Stephen Ferris, and Peter Jackson on Six Nations
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Slam heroes can take on World

Ireland player Peter 0'Mahony gave his Six Nations medal to fan
Jennifer Malone.

——— (Captain Rory Best arrives at The Shelhnume Hotel with the Si
T000 Nations trophy.

4 7 i
The Ireland team celebrate winning the Grand Slam in the dressing room at Twickenham after the game on Saturday.

Joe Leogue

We've beaten the best in the
Six Nations — now it’s time
to be world beaters.

‘With the World Cup on the
horizon, Ireland’s victorious
Grand Slam team are setting
their sights on higher sum-
mits.

‘Wing wizard Jacob Stock-
dale said Ireland cannot wait
to host the world’s number
one side — the All Blacks —
in Dublin this November,
and pit themselves against
the best.

“We’ve won a Grand Slam,
and that’s the first stepping

stone to being a dominant
team in world rugby,” he
said. “We’re number two in
the world, and we're excited
to have a crack at New Zeal-
and. We're in a really good
place right now but there’s
still a lot to work on.

“We can look forward to
next year’s Six Nauons and
then the World Cup.

Not even the Son of the
Beast could dampen the
team’s celebrations after
they returned home with the
silverware, although the
homecommg planned at the
Aviva Stadium had to be
cancelled due to the

unseasonable snow.

Joe Schmidt’s history-
makers were due to party in
front of thousands of fans at
the Aviva, but were forced to
put the festivities on ice.

“On behalf of the squad,
we are incredibly disap-
pointed that we didn’t get the
opportunity to say thank-
you to those people who
supported us,” Schmidt told
RTE.

“I think there were about
30,000 tickets downloaded for
the homecoming. It is unfor-
tunate that with health and
safety and the roads that we
have been forced to cancel it.

“We have had unbeliev-
able support and it makes a
difference.”

One fan who wasn’t left
disappointed was Jennifer
Malone, who went home
with Peter O’'Mahony’s
championship medal.

Super supporter Jennifer,
who is a regular at the Irish
squad’s training sessions,
was presented with the
medal after she met up with
the Munster captain after
Ireland overwhelmed
England 24-15 at Twicken-
ham, to sweep to just their
third Grand Slam in history.

“Yes, my sister got to lift

the Six Nations trophy today
in Twickenham and got
Peter O'Mahony’s medal and
yes I am extremely jealous,”
Jennifer’s sister Rachel
posted on Twitter.

The 28-year-old back-
rower is often seen chamng
to Jennifer Malone and
posing for pictures with her
at Ireland’s Carton House
training base.

The team decamped to the
Shelbourne Hotel after
arriving home, to great
fanfare from waiting fans.
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Facebook to launch referendum fake news tool

Juno McEnroe
Political Correspondent

Facebook plans to introduce
fake news alerts on its pages
for Irish users ahead of the
abortion referendum vote.
The social networking
giant confirmed to the Irish
[Examiner that it will launch
an educational tool to help
users spot false news stories.
Advertisements will also
be placed in newspapers on
how to identify fake stories.

The confirmation comes
after the Broadcasting Auth-
ority of Ireland (BAI) last
week said it would have no
remit over the use of social
media during the abortion
referendum campaign.

BAI chairman Michael
O’Keeffe said that while EU
rules would regulate social
media on matters of hate
speech and privacy, regu-
lations on fairness would
be unlikely to apply soon.

Already, both the yes and

no campaigns are using
Facebook, Twitter, and other
social media sites to get their
messages across. However,
unlike radio, TV or print,
where complaints can be
overseen by a regulatory
body, no rules will apply to
the type of content uploaded.

Facebook told the Irish
Examiner it will change its
newsfeed in April in the con-
text of the referendum on the
Eighth Amendment. This is
part of a plan on content,

advertising and initiatives, it
says, to tackle fake news.

This follows accusations
that social media networks
were exploited by foreign
entities or fake accounts to
influence the Brexit vote and
the US presidential election.

Communications Minister
Denis Naughten referred
social media oversight to the
Referendum Commission,
which is being set up.

A statement on his behalf
said: “The Referendum Com-

mission is the independent
body that explains the sub-
ject matter of referendum
proposals, promotes public
awareness of a referendum,
and encourages the elector-
ate to vote.”

Its remit includes “to
foster and promote and,
where appropriate, to facili-
tate debate or discussion in a
manner that is fair to all
interests concerned”.
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Erin falls from stars at final hurdle

Joe Leogue

The luck of the Irish ran out
last night for Erin McGregor,
who fell at the final hurdle in
the race to make the final of
Dancing with the Stars.

e four semi-finalists
performed twice each, and
danced one routine to an
Irish song for the weekend
that was in it.

Jake Carter, Anna Geary,

Erin McGregor, and Deirdre
O’Kane were the last four
heading into last night’s
semi-final, but it was cur-
tains for McGregor, who lost
out to Jake Carter in last
night’s dance off.

“I really didn’t believe in
myself, and I got alot of slack
at the start,” she said. “There
were moments where I
thought I couldn’t keep
going, but this competition

has given me
a realisation

12 that I have
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Man died in doorway
after sleeping rough

Joe Leogue

Gardai in Cork City are investigating the
death of a man, who was believed to be
homeless, whose body was found in the
early hours of yesterday morning.

‘The man, who was in his fifties, was pro-
nounced dead where he was found on Wan-
desford Quay, off Washington St.

‘While he has yet to be named, and it is not
yet clear whether he was homeless, it is
understood that the man was sleeping rough
at the doorway in which he was found.

His body was taken to Cork University
Hospital, where an autopsy was due to take
place.

Although investigations are ongoing, it is
understood that the cause of death is not
being treated as suspicious at present.

Putin wins fourth term

Vladimir Putin has won a fourth term as Rus-
sia’s president, adding six years in the Krem-
lin for the man who has led the world’s
largest country for all of the 21st century.

Mr Putin addressed thousands of people
who rallied outside the Kremlin yesterday to
thank them for their support.

He said that the nation needs unity to move
forward and urged the audience to “think
about the future of our great motherland”.

Results from more than half of precincts
showed Mr Putin winning over 75% of the
vote, with Communist candidate Pavel
Grudinin and ultra-nationalist Vladimir
Zhirinovsky trailing far behind with about
13% and 6%, respectively.

The vote was tainted by widespread re-
ports of ballot-box stuffing and forced voting,
but the complaints will likely do little to
undermine Mr Putin.

World: 9

Hello Spring

MEADOWS & BYRNE

meadowsandbyrne.com
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Fears for safety of Aer Corps staff

TDs and senators are
to visit the Air Corps
headquarters, amid
fears for the health
and safety of staff at
Casement Aerodrome.
Page 24

World.....ccceeencececcsneees 9 &16

The main rebel group in the southem pocket of Syria’s
opposition-held eastern Ghouta said it was negotiating
with a UN delegation on a ceasefire and aid. Page 16

Business 17-19

Tumoverin senior roles at the Central Bankis a source for
concern with vacancies in key roles unacceptably high,
says Fianna Féil spokesman Michael McGrath. Page 17

Arts . 15

Back for a Starry
Starry Night

Don McLean is gearing up
for an Irish tour, almost 50
years after releasing his

Caoimbhe raising funds in memory of brother

Eoin English

A teenager whose older
brother died of a muscle dis-
ease is staging a fundraiser
in his memory.

Caoimhe Forde, a transi-
tion-year pupil in Colaiste
Treasa secondary school, in
Kanturk, has recruited
Ireland’s hottest young tal-
ents to perform at the variety
show in her school hall next
month. She is raising funds
for Muscular Dystrophy Ire-
land (

Cork pop singer, Steph-
anie Rainey, will perform,
along with Dublin band,
‘Wild Youth, singers, Rachel
O’Shaughnessy and Riona
Sheehan, ‘Banteer’s Got Tal-
ent’ winner,

Walsh, and a selection of
traditional Irish dancers and
musicians.

Caoimhe’s brother, Cia-
ran, died in 2014 from Du-
chenne Muscular Dystrophy
(DMD), the most common

debut album.
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type of muscular dystrophy,
which affects 1-in-3,500 male
births.

Symptoms usually appear
around ages three to five.
They may be unable to run
and jump, they can struggle
to climb stairs or have
difficulty getting up from the
floor, and may begin to fall.
Between the ages of eight
and 11, boys will become
unable to walk and will need
awheelchair.

The muscles in the upper
body also weaken in the teen-
age years, and the boys will
need assistance with manual
tasks and personal care. The
muscles needed for breath-
ing also become weaker and
the heart can be affected,
leading to a conslderably
shortened lifespan.

Ciaran loved all that
Muscular Dystrophy Ireland
provided him with: group
outings, excursions, youth
clubs, activities, and week-
Jong summer respite camps.

Event organiser, Caoimhe Forde, centre, along with pupils from Colaiste Treasa and vice-principal, Niall
Collins, who are staging a variety show next month to raise funds for Muscular Dystrophy Ireland.

“He made great friends
and spent time with other
young people who had mus-
cular dystrophy,” Caoimhe

A ian braving the snowy conditions on Parkgate St, Dublin, as wintry weather returned to
many parts of the country yesterday.

af

Lillie B Meredith having fun on the slopes of the
Curragh, Kildare.

Picture: Gareth Chaney/Collins

Picture: Michael Donnelly

said. “I decided to organise a
fundraising event to raise
money for Muscular Dys-
trophy Ireland’s respite sup-

port services. We are seeking
as much support, on the
night, from the community
in Kanturk, as we can get.

“My family and 1 would
really like to thank Colaiste
Treasa, and all the business-
es and shops in the area, for
their support, donations, and
goodwill, to date,” Caoimhe
said

The variety show, on April
13, will feature an eclectic
mix of music, song and
dance.

‘The doors open at 7pm,
with curtains up at 7.30pm,
with a 20-minute interval,
before the show closes at
10.30pm. Tickets, priced at
€5, will be available on the
door, on the night.

MDI is a voluntary organi-
sation, which provides
information and support to
people with muscular dys-
trophy, and other neuromus-
cular conditions, and their
families.

Its services include family
support, youth support,
emergency respite, youth ac-
tivities, and a ‘Home from
Home’ apartment in Dublin.

President to launch epic by
O Riada and O Fiannachta

Pet O’Connell

The late Monsignor Padraig
O Fiannachta was not a
man to shy away from a
challenge. The Co Kerry
priest was a poet, publisher,
Maynooth  professor,
editor, and vocal campaigner
on community issues. He
had completed the mammoth
task of translating the Bible
into Irish, much of it from
the orlgmal Hebrew,
Aramaic, and Greek.

Hnwsver, during the last
of his 89 years, his health
failing after a stroke, even
Mons O Fiannachta balked
at the enormity of the
task presented to him by
composer Peadar O Riada:
To assemble all of Ireland’s
mythical past into one
narrative, in Irish verse.

What compelled him to
complete the narrative,
which runs to around 7,000
lines of metered poetry, was
a ‘geas’ or vow of obligation
under which O Riada had
placed him. The vast body of
poetry entitled Fianna
Eireann was the result.

And, following Mons O
Fiannachta’s death in 2016, 0
Riada fulfils his side of the
bargain when his musical
setting of the narrative is
performed on Saturday night

in Baile Mhuirne, Co Cork,
at a premiere launched by
President Michael D Higgins.

The work, in the form of a
‘reacaireacht’ or narrative
recital to music, brings to
the public arena a project
more than three decades in
gestation on O Riada’s part.

He initially worked on the
idea with Cuil Aodha poet
Donal O Liathain, whose
death in 2008 appeared also
to have sounded the death
knell for O Riada’s project.

That was until the solution
appeared in the form of his
friend Mons O Fiannachta,
in Baile Mhiirne in his role
as uachtaran of bardic
poetry school Daimhscoil
Mhuiscrai Ui Fhloinn.

“When Donal died I didn’t
really know what I was going
to do. He was my muse,” said
ORiada. “I'saw Padraigand I
knew instantly, that’s the
source. I put him under a
geas to write it [the text] so I
could do the other side of it.

“I was quite upset with
myself for doing it because
he was feeble at the time; he
had just had a stroke himself
and he pleaded with me to
release him from the geas —
literally. I couldn’t, because I
knew it was right.

“The following morning
he rang me and he said that

when he lay on his bed
that night it [poetry] started
flowing through him like a
stream. As soon as the tap
was turned on, it came out.”

0 Riada said: “Padraig O
Fiannachta and I felt that the
bedrock of our culture, that
which gave us our ideals,
could be found by assem-
bling our mythical past into
acogent narrative.

ianna Eireann is foun-
dation myth of Ireland.
Everything sits on a foun-
dation myth — all the things
that we value. It’s full of
stories about all kinds of
things that happened and
what we considered was
good and what we considered
was bad. Yow'll find in it all
the things that we still find
good, like generosity, and
welcome, and sharing. ”

O Riada’s ultimate vision
is to pull together Ireland’s
myths in one epic, possibly
over several days. What will
be performed in Baile
Mhuirne’s Tonad Cultirtha
is an appetiser, performed by
the composer with Mick
O’Brien, Steve Cooney,
Aidan Connolly, Tommy
Hayes, and Oisin Morrison,
and preceded by a lecture on
Mons O Fiannachta.

M Tickets: 026 45733/eolas
@ionadculturtha.ie

Kerry blighted by mountains of litter, say councillors
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roadsides, and at bottle
banks, in the country’s top
tourlst county last year.

The volume of litter
dumped illegally in the
county in 2017 increased by
almost 38 tonnes on the
previous year, a local auth-
ority’s litter pollution report
disclosed.

During the country’s
yearly spring clean, over an
April weekend, 67 tonnes of

litter was collected on road-
sides. On April 8 last, 50
tonnes was collected by
thousands of volunteers.
Kerry County Council ad-
visers said smartphones and
CCTV are proving invalu-
able in collating information
quickly to catch offenders
and locating

In such cases, large
diggers and operatives had
to be used to clean sites,
including viewing points at
Killarney and an area near
Castleisland, the council’s
director of services John
Breen said. He said the
council was spending €2.1m
on roads and street

The country’s three litter
wardens recovered 28 tonnes
of litter, collecting five
tonnes more than in 2016.
The report noted much of
that litter had been dropped
at bottle banks.

It also emerged some
illegal dumping is on a scale
which was too large for litter
wardens to deal with.
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There is a chance of the odd light wintry shower
early on across Connacht and Ulster. After this it will
be a dry but rather grey and overcast day with litlle
in the way of brightness. A chance of a sunny spell
in Leinster. A gentle to moderate north-easterly wind.

cleaning, referring to the
spend as “cleaning litter that
shouldn’t be there”.

The council believes the
public is becoming more
aware of litter. Over 800 litter
pollution cases were investi-
gated, most after complaints
by the public.

However, to increase the
number of prosecutions — 11
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convictions in 2017 — more
help from the public was
needed, including witness
statements, the council said.
Councillors, meanwhile,
called for more litter
wardens as the current staff
of three is all based in Tralee.
Chewing gum, cigarette
litter and dog fouling were
also persistent problems
in the county, the report
said. In Tralee, where racing
greyhounds were walked in
public parks and children’s
play areas in housing
estates, there was a health
risk from canine ‘worms’
and Independent councillor
Sam Locke suggested Bord
na gCon should intervene.

Dog fouling had also
increased greatly in Killar-
ney National Park and Inde-
pendent Alliance councillor
Michael Gleeson said the
National Parks and Wildlife
Service should “enforce
the dog fouling rules and
regulations”.

Labour councillor, wheel-
chair-bound, Terry O'Brien
said dog fouling was “hor-
rendous” and posed a risk to
‘wheelchair users and people
with prams. More tidy towns
volunteers were also needed,
it was suggested, and Ken-
mare’s Fine Gael councillor
Patrick Connor-Scarteen
joined Tralee’s Labour coun-
cillor Graham Spring in

MUNSTER
SIMPLY CALL 1550 123 plus LEINSTER
CONNACHT

Saturday.

calling on sports clubs
and other young people’s
societies to dedicate time to
clean-up efforts.

The meeting was told by
Independent councillor Dan
McCarthy how bags of
bottles had been left at
Ladies’ View on the morning
after a weekend party. It also
heard how at Clogher, near
Ballymacelligott, clothes
still on hangers were among
380kg of litter left at a fly tip;
litter problems on walkways
and streets in Ballybunion
continue to worsen and the
solution was more litter
wardens and more enforce-
ment, said Sinn Féin council-
lor Robert Beasley.
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EUROPE TODAY

Mostly cloudy with mist in the south to start. Rain and snow
showers are expected for much of western and southem
Europe. These will move south-eastwards, with snow expected
over high ground and to lower levels in Italy and Austria. Snow
is also expected in parts of Eastern Europe through the day.

EUROPE OUTLOOK

Rain and snow across souther and north-eastern Europe
tomorrow, with heavy rain in Italy in the evening. Rain and
snow over southern Htaly and the Balkans on Wednesday,
continuing into Thursday, with rain and snow in Germany.
Heavy rain in western Europe on Friday, moving eastward into
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Joe Leogue

The luck of the Irish ran out
lastnight for Erin McGregor,
who fell at the final hurdle in
the race to make the final of

ancing with the

emi-finalists

xtandmt' heading into last

mi-final, but it was
curtains for McGregor, who
lost out to Jake Carter in last
night’s dance-off.

“Ireally didn’t believe in
myself, and I gotalot of slack
at the start. There were
‘moments where I thought I
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stronger strength in m el
than I even believed,” an
emotional Erin said after she
and dancing partner Ryan
McShane were voted

“So anyone at home that

w’mts to chase their dream,
0 out and you do it and
r, ever give up, no
matte what anybody
B d.

Jake, Erin, and their
dancing partners found
themselves at the mercy of
the judges, who were split as
to who to put through to ne:
week’s final, and who to send
home. Julian Ben: he
first of the three judges to
deliver his verd
dance-off.

"This is one of the most

anta
danced phenomenallv
tonight.

“They are both equal; you
both brought such amazing
performances to the floor
tonight and through both
your journeys in this se,
he said, announcing that he
would save Jake and his

hair’s breadth’

Brian Redmond said both
were exemplary “right
thr nuﬂhout thE :eaton and
toni; nd p) d ho
thev handled thP pnecsune of
the dance-off

“It’s really, really
difficult... for me, because of
the fact that technique is so
important to me and I j
thought one of them was

an

Vlth Julian and Brian’s
votes going either way, the
decision fell to Loraine
Barry.

“It’s a very difficult deci-
sion and I don’t think either
one of them will be totally
happy with my decision, but
Thave to do it based on the
performance I've just seen,
ot previous performances.

“At the end of the day,

Earlier in the show Erin
and Ryan scored 27 points
when they danced the samba
to ‘Rain’ by The Script, and
25 for a contemporary dance
to ‘Alive’ by Sia.

pmn

Jake and Karen received
26 for a rumba to ‘Slow
y Niall Horan, and
Amel ican

Face The Music and Dance’.

Deirdre O’Kane and John
Nolan paid tribute to Dolores
O’Riordan with their
contemporary dance take on
‘s ’ b

27 points from the mdge
followed by a 22 for their cha

ltn)kmg do\vn she w nu]d be
very proud,” Julian said o
her dance to ‘Zombie

“You brought contempor-
ary ballroom to life... we felt
the passion, we feel the

The official sponsor of the Irish rugby team.

Pictures: Kobpix

feeling, we felt the drama
u can see you worked
ally, really hard m deliver
such an iconicsong,”

The Music’ b\' Rhianna
ceived a maximum 30
points from the judges.
“Slick, fast sharp in the
proved to
me the (,ompetltol that you
are...you should be really
proud of yourself because
that was a phenomenal
performance,” Brian
Redmond said.
The pair had ea
scored a 24 for the: t 0
‘Dancing in the Moonlight’

1day s
series come to a loge.

i

IRFU

Comedienne Deirdre 0'Kane and John Edward Nolan perf
contemporary dance take on ‘Zombie’ by the Cranberries.

Jé

Singer Jake Carter and Karen Byrne, who got the casting vote of
judge Loraine Barry on last night's show.

Anna Geary and Kai Widdrington received a maximum 30 points
from the judges for their salsa to ‘Don’t Stop the Music’.

‘ 0 vodafone




PENN3 NMOATrOTOBWUJIA TPYIMIMA "What's News" VK.COM/WSNWS

Irish Examiner
Monday, 19032018

Elisha Gault is missing from her
home in Clonmel.

Gardai appeal over
missing teenager

Gardai in Clonmel, Co
Tipperary, are appealing for
the public’s help in tracing a
14-year-old girl who has been
missing since St Patrick’s Day.
Elisha Gault was last seen at
her home in Carrick-on-Suir at
around 10pm on March 17.
She is described as 5ft 10in to
6ft tall with blue eyes and dyed
blonde hair.

Her family and gardai are very
concerned for Elisha and are
appealing for anyone who has
seen her or can assist in
locating her to contact Clonmel
Garda Station 052 617 7640,
the Garda Confidential Line at
1800 666 111, or any Garda
station.

Foreign affairs talks
on Ukraine, Syria

The EU Foreign Affairs Council
will today discuss the situation
in Ukraine, as well as develop-
ments in Syria and Iran, and
attend an informal lunch with
the foreign minister of the
Republic of Korea.

Tanaiste and Foreign Affairs
and Trade Minister Simon
Coveney said ministers will
also have the opportunity to
discuss the recent nerve agent
attack in Salisbury.

“Ireland fully supports the UK’s
efforts to ensure the perpetra-
tors of this heinous crime can
be held accountable. All EU
member states are in complete
solidarity with the UK on this
issue, which will be discussed
at the European Council later
this week,” he said.

Crisis in numbers of
GPs, says Shortall

Social Democrats co-leader
Roisin Shortall TD has strongly
criticised the Government over
a “crisis” in the numbers of
general practice doctors.
“Overall the main problem is
that there is little confidence in
the Government’s commitment
to reform of the health service.
“This is the main reason for the
haemorrhage of our highly
trained medical staff where
many are voting with their feet
and emigrating,” she said.

Garda appeal again
on Mary Boyle

Gardai have made a renewed
appeal for information on

one of the country’s longest
missing persons cases, on
the 41th anniversary of her
disappearance.

Schoolgirl Mary Boyle disap-
peared on this day in 1977 from
Cashelard, Ballyshannon, CO
Donegal, aged six.

The Garda investigation re-
mains live and ongoing.
Gardai say they are requesting
anyone who has “tangible
evidence” to help advance the
investigation to please come
forward”. Gardai can be
contacted at Ballyshannon
Garda Station on 071 985 8530
or the Garda Confidential Line,
1800 666 111.

Irish rugby player Tania Rosser
launched the Kinsale 7s.

Pope and Rosser
launch Kinsale 7s

Rugby pundit Brent Pope and
Irish international women'’s
player Tania Rosser helped
launch the 30th-anniversary
Heineken Kinsale 7s at a recep-
tion at the Macdonald Kinsale
Hotel.

More than 8,000 visitors are
expected in Kinsale over the
May bank holiday weekend
for Ireland’s largest rugby 7s
tournament.

This year’s charity partner is St
Gabriel’s School in Bishop-
stown, Cork, a special school
for pupils aged four to 18 years
with intellectual disability and
additional medical conditions.
Funds raised at the Heineken
Kinsale 7s will contribute to rec-
reational and sports facilities.

Second annual
Music Cork event

Major players in the music
industry are again set to
descend on Cork for a three-
day event incorporating live
shows and talks on issues
facing the sector.

The second annual Music Cork
event will take place in the
Clayton Hotel, Cork Opera
House, and venues across the
city from April 25 to 27.
Speakers lined up to share
their experiences of signing
artists and cutting record deals
include artist and repertoire
heads at a number of major
record labels.

13,500 left hospital without treatment in two months

Ken Foxe

The number of patients
walking out of emergency
departments (ED) without
being formally discharged
has reached record levels.

Some 13,500 people aban-
doned their visit to the ED in
January of 2018 and De-
cember of 2017. One in 16 pa-
tients who arrived seeking
emergency medical care left
without it, frustrated by
lengthy queues, and either
went elsewhere for treat-
ment or went home.

The figures for those two

months include 859 children,
whose parents took them
home without medical treat-
ment. The HSE said there
were a variety of reasons
why patients might leave an
emergency department, not
only wait times. However,
the numbers leaving without
care have climbed just as
waiting lists in hospitals
have reached their highest
levels.

In January, 6,499 people
were classified as ‘did not
waits’, compared to 4,777
people in the same month in
2017. The figure was worse in

December, when 7,055 people
— or 6.3% of all patients pres-
enting — went home without
formal discharge from hospi-
tal. There has been a steady
rise in the percentage of pa-
tients not waiting for emerg-
ency treatment, from 4.8% in
January, 2017, to 6% and
above in the two most recent
months for which figures are
available.

The number of patients
abandoning their ED visit
was highest in three Dublin
hospitals: the Mater, St
James, and Tallaght. At the
Mater, the number of ‘did

not waits’ in January was
1,292, up to 19.8% of the
national total. So, one in five
people who presented at the
Mater Hospital did not stay
for their treatment.

Very high rates for ‘did not
waits’ were also recorded at
Tallaght (17.8%) and St
James’ Hospital (16.6%) in
January. Outside of Dublin,
the highest number of pa-
tients who left early was rec-
orded at University Hospital
Limerick (341) and Our Lady

ourdes, in Drogheda
(307). However the ‘did not
wait’ percentage at both

hospitals was 5.7%, just
below the national average.

Tn Cork, 206 people left the
A&E of the Mercy University
Hospital in January, without
being medically cleared.
That was 7% of the number
of patients seeking treat-
ment. Altogether, during the
year, 72,000 patients pres-
ented at an emergency de-
partment and were then clas-
sified as ‘did not wait’, the
ﬁgures released under FOI

Of that 3,420 had been
seeking treatment at one of
the three children’s hospit-

als in Dublin: Crumlin,
Temple Street, and Tallaght.

The HSE said: “Due to the
unplanned nature of patient
attendance, the department
must provide initial treat-
ment for a broad spectrum of
illnesses and injuries, some
of which may be life-
threatening and require im-
mediate attention.

“Triage is the process of
determining the priority of
patients’ treatments, based
on the severity of their condi-
tion. Triage may result in de-
termining the order and
priority of emergency treat-

ment, the order and priority
of emergency transport, or
the transport destination for
the patient.

“Patients that choose to
leave before receiving treat-
ment, in an emergency de-
partment, do so for a variety
of reasons, including receiv-
ing treatment elsewhere,
their issue being resolved,
wait times, and an improve-
ment in condition.”

The HSE said high figures
in central Dublin were partly
due to higher rates of depri-
vation and addiction and “co-
morbidity challenges”.

UKmust
agree on

border
deal

Juno McEnroe
Political Correspondent

Ténaiste Simon Coveney is
expected to warn today the
Brexit negotiations cannot
move on unless Britain signs
off this week on the backstop
deal to ensure there is no
hard border when it leaves
the EU.

The EU and Britain are
still divided on the conten-
tious issue of the North but
progress is needed if talks
are to move ahead on a Bre-
xit transition deal and a fu-
ture trade agreement.

Mr Coveney will meet EU
Brexit negotiator Michel
Barnier in Brussels today.
This follows intense negoti-
ations last week between the
EU and British sides, ahead
of aleaders summit later this
week.

Britain needs the crucial
transition deal, to soften any
blows to business and allow
a smooth exit by December
2020 or preferably beyond
this EU deadline. Future
trade talks are also a key de-
mand.

This all hangs on agreeing
to the draft December with-
drawal treaty, which in-
cluded the backstop clause to
guarantee there would be no
new border in the North
even with a disorderly Bre-
xit.

EU officials have signalled
that without agreement on
withdrawal, there will be no
transition agreement, a posi-
tion which will be decided by
EU leaders, including Taoi-
seach Leo Varadkar, at the
summit in Brussels on Fri-
day.

The Irish Examiner under-
stands no changes have been
made to the December with-
drawal text. However, Ire-
land is seeking an incentive
clause in the new trade
framework which would see
it changed if Britain agreed
to stay in the single market
and customs union.

Trail blazers

Athletes Dominic McInerney, Mark King, and Jackie Toal damber over a stile as they compete in the Sli Gaeltacht Mhiscrai Ultra trail race on

St Patrick’s Day. The 70km route from Kealkill, on to Gougane Barra, and finishing at
Beara-Breifne Way, much of the course consisting of open mountain terrain, forest trails, and country roads.

llstreet, is a section within Co Cork of the 500km

Picture: Valerie 0'Sullivan

Breast cancer patients maybe
spared side-effects of chemo

Niall Murray

Patients with an aggressive
form of breast cancer could
be spared unnecessary
chemotherapy, thanks to
Irish research.

Researchers at the Royal
College of Surgeons in Ire-
land hope their work, which
is at an early stage, could en-
able women who are un-
likely to respond well to
chemotherapy to avoid its
side effects.

Led by PhD student Fe-
derico Lucantoni, who is
funded by the Irish Cancer
Society, the research has
identified a mathematical
formula to predict the effec-

tiveness of chemotherapy
on cells with triple-negative
breast cancer.

This type of breast cancer
is diagnosed in more than 250
people in Ireland each year,
is more common among
younger women, and is diffi-
cult to treat.

Using this formula, the
RCSI team now predicts that
these cells may respond to a
new drug already being used
to treat some leukaemia pa-
tients.

While chemotherapy is
currently the only form of
drug treatment available to
triple-negative breast cancer
patients, some patients
suffer side-effects without

any of the desired outcomes.

“We hope that, if success-
ful in further testing, our re-
search may one day allow
doctors to give women more
tailored and effective treat-
ments, and spare the harsh
side-effects of chemotherapy
in women who are unhkely
to respond well to it,” said
RCSI professor of physiology
Jochen Prehn.

Prof Prehn is supervising
Mr Lucantoni’s research and
is director of the RCSI's
Centre for Systems Medi-
cine.

Following recent publi-
cation of the findings, in Na-
ture’s ‘Cell Death and Dis-
ease’ journal, the formula

will be tested in more ad-
vanced breast cancer models
in the laboratory, helping to
fine-tune it for possible pa-
tient trials at a later date.

Funds raised for the Irish
Cancer Society’s Daffodil
Day this Friday will help it to
fund this and its many other
projects. It has spent €25m
on cancer research since
2010 and more than 100 re-
searchers are currently
being funded.

Donations can be made on-
line at cancer.ie/daffodilday
or by texting ‘Daff’ to 50300.

The Irish Cancer Society
will receive at least €3.60 of
the €4 billed to those who
send a text.

Varadkar windfarm move ‘reeks of clientelism’

Juno McEnroe
Political Correspondent

Taoiseach Leo Varadkar’s in-
tervention in the planning
process for a windfarm, at
the behest of Donald Trump,
has triggered claims that the
move reeks of “clientelism”.

The controversy is ex-
pected to be raised in the Dail
this week and windfarm
developer Michael Clohessy
— whose project was re-
jected by Clare County Coun-
cil — says he may consider
legal action.

Mr Varadkar is under fire
after his admission in the US
last week that he called the
council, when he was min-
ister for tourism, after Mr
Trump complained about
the windfarm plans close to
his Doonbeg golf resort.

As minister, Varadkar
emailed Failte Ireland’s CEO
in early 2014, asking the state
agency under his remit to

“review the planning appli-
cations” for Clare.

In a submission to the
council, noting the Doonbeg
resort, the tourism agency

subsequently objected to
windfarms in west Clare. In
late 2014, the council refused
permission for the wind-
farm. Mr Varadkar has de-
fended his actions, saying
they were “entirely within
procedure”.

“I did what was entirely
appropriate, which was to
pass on those concerns to the
relevant statutory agency,
and I did so in writing,” he
said. “That’s what any tour-
ism minister should do. If an
investor raises an issue, you
should pass it on and that’s

exactly what I did.”
he Sunday Times has
also reported that Mr Varad-
kar passed a separate re-
quest from Mr Trump’s
hotel, for state aid in footing
a €1m storm damage bill in
early 2014, to another min-
ister. Opposition parties are
set to raise the planning de-
bacle in the Dail this week.
Social Democrats co-
leader Catherine Murphy
said there was grave concern
about Mr Varadkar’s med-
dling in planning, at the be-
hest of Donald Trump.

Ms Murphy added: “This
kind of behind-the-scenes
political intercession reeks
of clientelism. Rather than
putting the matter to rest, Mr
Varadkar's latest version of
events raises more questions
that must be answered.

“Was the minister’s email
to the head of Failte Ireland
decisive in the agency’s deci-
sion to subsequently make a
submission objecting to the
windfarm?”

She said the saga high-
lighted a need for transpar-
ency in relation to planning.

Pro-choice
campaign
mobilises
volunteers

B Thousands will go door-to-door
to urge voters to repeal Eighth

Juno McEnroe
Political Correspondent

The yes movement in the
abortion referendum expects
thousands of volunteers to
help its door-to-door cam-
paign. It will also heavily
campaign on social media.

The Together for Yes cam-
paign will officially be
launched later this week, as
the Dail also debates plans to
repeal the Eighth Amend-
ment of the Constitution and
liberalise access to abortion
inIreland.

Joint Together for Yes
campaign leader Orla O’Con-
nor, director of the National
Women’s Council, told the
Irish Examiner that a key
focus would be explaining
‘women'’s experiences.

“What we will be launch-
ing will be the largest civil
society campaign to come to-
gether to advocate for abor-
tion services in Ireland,” she
said. “It is a campaign repre-
senting all sections of society
and we are going to be taking
it, over the next few weeks,
to every town, village, and
community and trying to
have as many conversations
as we can with people about
the need to provide abortion
in Ireland.”

Ms O’Connor said the
movement would be doing
door-to-door canvassing and
that there were thousands of
people involved in every area
of the country.

There will also be regional
launches.

The national umbrella
group will be a joint cam-
paign, led by the National
‘Women’s Council, the Coali-
tion to Repeal the Eighth
Amendment, and the Abor-
tion Rights Campaign, and
will be a broad-based, civil
society movement.

The campaign group has
taken office space in Dublin
city, appointed a director,
Deirdre Duffy, as well as a
head of communications,
Amy Rose Harte.

“The more conversations
we have with people, the
more people are provided
with the evidence, with the
facts that really do put
women’s needs at the
centre,” said Ms O’Connor.

“So, it is about trying to
have as many of those

conversations as we can,
over the next 10 weeks.”

The ‘yes’ campaign in-
tends to drive a largescale
online message through so-
cial media, as well utilising
regional newspapers and
radio. This includes using
Facebook, Twitter, Insta-
gram, and Snapchat during
the campaign, said Ms
O’Connor.

“We will be hitting it on all
fronts,” she said.

The group says it hopes to
raise €500,000 after launch-
mg later this week.

“It is going to be all down
to volunteers and fundrais-
ing,” said Ms O’Connor,
stressing that person-to-
person conversations would
be a key strategy, as opposed
to postermg or billboards.

be about remind-
ing people what is the reality
of the situation, the reality
of women being forced to
travel, and the reality of
being on your own in your
bedroom, taking the abor-
tion pill and being very un-
sure about who to tell and
not being able to go to your
doctor.”

The group also intends to
approach all political par-
ties.

This week, the Dail will
continue to debate the refer-
endum, its wording, as well
as issues around Govern-
ment proposals to allow un-
restricted abortion up to the
12th week of pregnancy.

Dail time has been set
aside, over three days, for de-
bate, including up to mid-
night tomorrow. The latest
poll, taken this weekend,
shows that support for abor-
tion up to the 12th week of
pregnancy, in the event of re-
peal, stands at 55%, with 45%
against, when undecideds
are removed.
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0Orla 0'Connor: Reality of women
being forced to travel.

CCTYV examined after
fatal nightclub stabbing

Cormac O'Keeffe
and Gordon Deegan

Gardai investigating the
fatal stabbing of a Limerick
man at a Shannon nightclub
believe CCTV footage could
be vital in their inquiries.

The deceased was named
locally as Jamie Higgins,
aged 23, from Mungret in
Limerick city.

He was one of a group of
men from Limerick attend-
ing the Clare venue on Satur-
day night.

A second man, aged 22,
also received stab injuries
after violence erupted in the
Shannon Knights club in the
early hours of Sunday morn-

Staff alerted gardai and
emergency services just be-
fore 2am, saying there had
been a stabbing.

When gardai arrived, the
two injured men were lying
on the floor of the club. Am-
bulance staff conducted CPR
and the two men were taken
to hospital.

Mr Higgins was pro-
nounced dead at University
Hospital Limerick at 3.35am.

He had turned 23 last month.

The injuries suffered by
the second man were de-
scribed as non-life threaten-
mg and he remains in hospi-
tal.

A 19- year-old man from
Limerick city was arrested
by gardai from Shannon
Station in relation to the
fatal stabbing.

He was detained under
Section 4 of the Criminal
Justice Act, which allows for
24 hours’ detention, exclud-
ing rest breaks.

Members of the garda con-
ducted a forensic examin-
ation at the venue, which
had been sealed off.

Commenting on the inves-
tigation, Supt John Galvin
said that gardai were exam-
ining CCTV footage from in-
side the nightclub.

He said the footage could
be vital in the investigation.

“We are hoping that it will
be of benefit to us but until
we actually see it and ana-
lyse it, we won’t know,” he
said.

Supt Galvin said that gar-
dai will also be viewing
CCTV footage from Shannon

Gardai at the scene of the fatal stabbing at Shannon Knights pub,

Shannon, yesterday morning.

town centre as well.

He said gardai knew which
part of the nightclub the al-
tercation took place in but
did not want to say where for
operational reasons.

Supt Galvin said the gar-
dai believed the deceased
man and the man in custody
knew each other.

He said: “The investi-
gation will confirm that and

ow much they were ac-
quainted with each other.”

The superintendent de-
clined to say if a knife had
been recovered from the
scene.

Picture: Eamon Ward

An autopsy took place on
Sunday, said Supt Galvin.

He said: “The post-mortem
will determine the course of
the investigation.”

The scene at Shannon was
preserved for a technical
examination.

As part of the investi-
gation, gardai in Shannon
are appealing for witnesses
or anyone with any in-
formation and, in particular,
would like to speak to any-
one who was in the Shannon
Knights nightclub on March
17/18 to contact them in
Shannon on 061 365900.

Fear of court action delay
to Bandon drainage works

Noel Baker

A court has heard concerns
that major drainage works
on the Bandon River could
be delayed unless an action
brought by Inland Fisheries
Ireland against three con-
tractors on the project is re-
solved.

Looby Partners Water Ser-
vices Ltd, Rivus Ltd, and
Wills Bros Ltd are being
prosecuted by Inland Fisher-
ies Ireland (IFT) over an al-
leged incident on May 10,
2017, during work on the
Bandon flood relief scheme
in Co Cork.

All three companies face
two charges under the
Fisheries (Consolidation)
Act 1959 as amended, of in-
juring or dlsturbmg a
spawning bed, a bank of shal-
low where the spawn or fry
of salmon, trout, or eels may
be, and of injuring or dis-
turbing the spawn or fry of
salmon, trout, or eels.

The three defendants are
contesting the charges.

The first day of the hear-

ing heard the prosecution

This case included alle-
gations that as many as 400
fish may have been killed in
the incident, although the ac-
tual figure and the circum-
stances of the incident were
contested.

The hearing was ad-
journed when Judge Mary
Dorgan said that she needed
material relating to the
contract for the project and,
more specifically, the el-
ement of the contract in re-
lation to fish and maintain-
ing fish in the river during
the works.

The works were described
by one witness as one of the
biggest jobs of its kind cur-
rently being undertaken in
Europe.

At Bandon District Court
last week, Judge Dorgan was
told that while more docu-
mentation had been handed
in to court — including the
entire Environmental Im-
pact Statement relating to
the drainage project — there
still needed to be agreement

on some other documen-
tation.

Plunkett Taaffe, solicitor
for Rivus Ltd, said there was
some “anxiety” and pressure
in relation to the hearing as
the works were currently
suspended on the project
until May 1 for the fishing
season and there was a
worry that a further delay
could be caused by the court
proceedings.

Mr Taaffe also said that
the document that had not
been produced on the first
day of the hearing, that was
sought by the court, had
been a prosecution docu-
ment.

“There is serious pressure
in relation to this,” said Mr

‘aaffe.

Judge Dorgan said there
were two things that were
key to the case — flooding in
Bandon and the fish in the
river.

She adjourned the matter
until next Friday, March 23,
when it is hoped a date will
be set for the remainder of
the hearing.
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Everything turns out Grand in the end

Fans outside Ray 0'Mahony’s pub in Bandon, Co Cork, celebrating the Grand Slam.  Picture: Denis Boyle

Waterpark RFC fans Holly Monaghan, Noreen
0'Donnell, and Niamh 0'Donnell from Faithlegg,
Waterford. Picture: Patrick Browne

Caian and Donnacha Barry were out for the match

Maureen McGinty, Achill, flanked by Cork women Lisa Fitzgeraldand  Peter and Hilary 0'Meara of Mallow RFC, and William 0'Brien from

Niamh Mohally outside Twickenham.

Picture: INPHO/James Crombie

Ballincollig RFCat Cork Airport.

Pic: Larry Cummins

ry.
Joe Leogue

Ireland’s victorious Grand
Slam rugby team have over-
come significant opposition
in the past couple of months -
so0 a small bit of snow wasn’t
going to come between them
and their celebrations.

planned homecoming at
the Aviva Stadium was post-
poned due to the adverse
weather conditions, but the
champagne was not kept on
ice as the team eventually
arrived in the Shelbourne
Hotel to toast the third clean
sweep of the tournament in
Ireland’s history.

Captain Rory Best told the
waiting press pack at the
hotel that the reception and
support afforded to the team
has been appreciated.

“The amount of support
we've been given, both ob-
viously in Twickenham and
then coming home here, is
incredible.

“Obviously it was disap-
pointing we couldn’t do the
homecoming [in the Aviva]
because of the weather, but T
think we know how special

Rugby fansin The Boston Bar, Bantry, celebrating Jacob Stockdale’s
Pi

ic: Tony McElhinney

this is to everybody in Ire-
land and we feel every bit of
that,” said Best.

Teammate Rob Kearney
said yesterday’s celebrations
topped the scenes in
Twickenham following the
final whistle.

“It was probably a little bit
subdued, we were probably
on a bit of a comedown after
all the adrenaline, but today
is really brilliant,” said
Kearney.

And Kearney became the
talk of social media last night
following an unfortunate
gaffe by Sports Minister
Shane Ross.

Posing for a photo in the
Shelbourne with Kearney
and Jonny Sexton, Mr Ross
seemed to confuse the form-
er with his brother when
tweeting the picture.

“Congratulations and
‘welcome home this evening
to superstars Jonny Sexton
and Dave Kearney,” he post-
ed to Twitter.

Kearney, however, saw
the funny side.

You're welcome Leo,” he
replied.

GET SUPERFAST

SKY FIBRE
HALF PRICE

FOR 6 MONTHS

Marie Widger from Waterford with children JJ, Jack, Lottie, and

Kerry at Waterpark Rugby Club.

Speaking of the Taoiseach,
both he and President
Michael D Higgins also ex-
tended their congratulations
to Joe Schmidt’s team.

President Higgins de-
scribed the win as a “fantas-
tic achievement and source
of encouragement, not only
for the team and their
coaches, but for all of us
who enjoy and support Irish
sport”.

“This historic achiev-
ement — winning an Caith-
réim Mhor — is the greatest
prize in European rugby and
a much-deserved accolade
for this talented Irish team,
which has shown exemplary
determination and cohesion
throughout this Six Nations
campaign,” said President
Higgins.

“Saturday’s performance
and the tremendous team ef-
fort throughout the tourna-
ment have ensured this
superb Irish team have se-
cured a place in sporting his-
tory and will be remembered
for generations to come.

“Their example of what is
possible when talent, skill,

Picture: Patrick Browne

commitment and hard work
combined with creativity
and flair will inspire count-
less young people to take up
sport and seek to challenge
themselves.”

Mr Varadkar said that the
victory was all the more
special given the Grand Slam
was secured on St Patrick’s
Day.

“They showed great skill
and determination, not only
in tough conditions, but
throughout the whole tour-
nament to become cham-
pions” said Mr Varadkar.
“They have set an impres-
sive example of what can be
achieved in sport through
focus, hard work and an un-
breakable team resolve,.

“Their will to win for each
other has been particularly
prevalent throughout the
tournament. I wish to also
congratulate the coaching
staff, the wider backroom
team and the players’
families and friends who
have supported and encour-
aged the team on their
special journey.”
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UNLOCKING €150M SAVINGS
FOR OUR CUSTOMERS

ESB's Smart Energy Services team is collaborating with large businesses to deliver
funded energy solutions with savings up to 60%. As the energy people, we have
consulted, implemented and optimised energy efficiency in companies including
BWG Foods, CHQ, Coral Leisure, daa, Tesco and many more.

To find out how we can help your business save today visit esb.ie/smartenergy

— SKY TV CUSTOMERS —

Supercharge your Sky TV
with Sky Fibre Broadband

Half price for 6 months

Never be slowed down

Superfast

Perfect for busy homes to be ‘
online at the same time

Totally unlimited
So you can download, stream ‘
and catch up on your favourite
shows as much as you like

It's super reliable and we'll
never slow you down even
at peak times

sky
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Call 0818 904 063 | Visit your local Sky store

Billions © Showtime Networks Inc Allights resen d entertainment Ltd, Al Rights Reserved, Sky Fibre Uniimited half price for 6 months, €55 pm thereafter Set-up costs may apply. NewRC only. Maximon

& further terms apply. Offer ends 19 Apri 2018
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larney parade in the town.
Picture: Valerie 0'Sullivan

0Oscar jumps out of his bin at the Killarney St Patrick’s festival
parade. Picture: Valerie 0'Sullivan  Taking part in the St Patrick’s Day parade in Killarney, Co Kerry.

Cold fails
to deter
the crowds
at parades

Olivia Kelleher Society and the Jersey City
and Niall Murray

‘Women who have repr
sented Cork politic:

local and national level
served as a collec group
of grand marshals at the

Giving the crowd a scare at the St Patrick’s Day parade in Dublin.

Alexander Kaiser of Limerick Hong Ying brandishes a huge fan during the Limerick parade.

Dragons. Picture: Brian Arthur

Picture: Allenkielyphotography.com
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100 floats, bands and march-
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es and spirits,
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news for SuperValu
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Picture: Stephen Collins

Luxe presents its ‘Cirque de Lune’ with a highly skilled aerialist  Sing out with Stringsin Limerick
in the Limerick parade. Picture: Sean Curtin ~ parade. Picture: Sean Curtin

Calvin Burke and Tyler Kiely of West End Youth Centre Limerick looking colourful in the St Patrick’s Day
parade in Limerick City. Picture: Brian Arthur

Evie Malone, Ava Barrett and llzzy Drohan from Waterford Youth
Arts in the city’s parade. Picture: Patrick Browne

Vikings David Roche and Jordan Griffith sharpen their swords at Waterford ity St Patricks Day parade.  The David Hennessey Stage School in the Waterford City St Patrick's James Twomey, aka ‘The Unuy(le Man’, and Michael Wright, aka ‘The Mad Hatter’, on Main Street,

Picture: Patrick Browne  Day parade. Picture: Patrick Browne  Cappoquin, Co Waterford, during the ammal St Patrick’s Day parade. Picture: Dan McGrath
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St Patrick’s Day celebratio

The St Patrick’s Day parade in Listowel, Co Kerry, where football clubs, dancers, and bands all marched
through the town. Picture: Domnick Walsh

Macnas street performers add colour to the St Patrick’s Day parade in Limerick City. Picture: Brian Arthur

Making new friends at the St Patrick’s Day parade in Ennis, Co Clare.

Speeding along the streets of Listowel, Co Kerry in the parade.

The force
is with
parade
warriors

Cormac
O’Keeffe

The sight of Liam Cunning-
ham leading the St Patrick’s
Day horde was surely an
omen that winter was
coming, again.

The Irish actor, who plays
the wizened and weary
warrior Davos Seaworth in
Game of Thrones, led the
Dublin parade as its grand
marshal, in what was a
bitterly cold day that took
few prisoners.

Brave souls, whether
taking part or watching on,
had to contend with a scythe-
like wind that cut through
both clothing and bone.

It was a foretaste of what
was to descend overnight in
Dublin and along the east
coast as a fresh wave from
the East deposited a layer
of white, with the snow,
often in blizzards, pelting
down until lunchtime yester-
day.

Cunningham said he was
“incredibly grateful” for the
honour and recalled being on
his dad’s shoulders 50 years
ago on the corner of Abbey
Street to watch the parade,
and he was now leading
it.

He was joined by another
warrior, one that brought
wide-eyed Padawans out in
their droves, dragging their
shivering mums and dads
with them.

Mark Hamill strode the
streets of Dublin in style,
bringing his energy and wit
with him.

And he didn’t balk at the
weather — no surprise given
that, as Luke Skywalker, he
was exposed to temperatures
of -60 degrees Celsius on the
Planet Hoth.

“Today the whole Galaxy
is Irish,” he tweeted on the
day, alongside pictures.

ne captured Skywalker
with the words, “Kiss me, 'm
adJedi”.

Another was an image of
Yoda with the Jedi master’s
trademark way of talking:
“Irish Tam not, but very
green [am”.

Hamill was the Dublin

!

Picture: Eamon Ward

Picture: Domnick Walsh

parade’s first international
guest of honour and he was
invited to watch the festiv-
ities from the presidential
stand.

The guest of honour role
was in recognition of the
Irish diaspora and those
with links to Ireland who
have made a significant
impact abroad.

Hamill spent considerable
time in Kerry for the
shooting of footage at Skellig
Michael, which was used
briefly in The Force Awakens
and for lengthy sections of
the latest movie, The Last
Jedi.

His great-grandmother
Elizabeth Keating was born
in Kilkenny in 1873, before
emigrating to the USas a
teenager.

Hamill met President
Michael D Higgins and his
wife Sabina at the stand, and
subsequently tweeted: “Imet
Ireland’s President Michael
Higgins as guest of “honour”
at Dublin’s epic #StPatricks-
Day?2018 Parade, had a thril-
ling, unforgettable experi-
ence AND avoided creating
an international incident.
All things considered, a
Win-Win.”

Public buildings were lit
up in green, including Aras
an Uachtarain, Leinster
House, the Four Courts, the
National Gallery of Ireland,
Christchurch Cathedral and
City Hall.

Festivities continued into
the afternoon with Ireland’s
claim for the Grand Slam in
Twickenham against Eng-
land.

A dominant Ireland
claimed their third ever
clean sweep, with their last
Grand Slam success back in
2009.

The Grand Slam game co-
incided with the famous St
Patrick’s Day Parade in New
York, where the Taoiseach
Leo Varadkar along with his
partner Matt Barrett took
part in an event that until
recently had banned LGBT
groups from marching.

The Taoiseach said it was a
pleasure to be walking down
Fifth Avenue in the parade:
“(It’s) a sign of change and a
sign of great diversity, not
justin Ireland but among the
great community here as

vell”

Mark Hamill, ‘Star Wars’ actor and guest of honour, enjoys the action at the St Patrick’s Day parade in
Dublin.

Picture: Sam Boal

Courtney Brown and Orlaith Byrne Cassidy of Spotlight Stage School
at the St Patrick’s Day Parade in Limerick City.  Picture: Brian Arthur

NATHAN
CARTER

Macnas Street Art in Limerick
City. Picture: Brian Arthur

Macnas in Limerick City.
Picture: Brian Arthur

Ray McInerney, princip:
the St Patrick’s Day parade in Ennis, Co Clare.

Picture: Eamon Ward
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Waving the tricolour and streamers at the St Patrick’s Day parade in
Ennis, Co Clare. Picture: Eamon Ward
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Members of Cork City Judo Club give a demonstration at Cork’s St
Patrick’s Day parade. Picture: Darragh Kane

N
The Dowtcha Puppets entry in Cork’s St Patrick’s Day parade, The Hendrickson Silver Dancers take part in the Cork City St Patrick’s
which is organised by Cork ity Council. Picture: Darragh Kane ~ Day parade. Picture: Darragh Kane

I
Falun Dafa drummers in their vibrant costumes entertain the crowds at City Hall on St Patrick's  Marking 100 years of votes for
Day. Picture: Larry Cummins ~ women.  Picture: Larry Cummins
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Scenes from the Cork City St
Patrick’s Day Parade. Making Moves performers in full flight at the Cork City St Patrick’s Day parade.
-y ,

i

.

£ A : A —
One of the larger-than-life entries in the Cork City St Patrick's  Dancers wearing Mexican costumes add a splash of colour to the Cork  Participants in the Cork ity St Patrick’s Day parade from the School of Asian Studies at UCC create a colourful spectacle with their Chinese
Day parade. parade. Picture: Larry Cummins ~ dragon. Picture: Darragh Kane

Valerie and Eimear Down of Ballinlough wrapped up warm to  Oliver Leahy, 11 months, of Ballyphehane, enjoys his first St Patick's St Patrick’s Day participants from Bright Lights Studios, Fermoy; Tara  Isla Yore of Lissarda, Daisy McSherry of Mallow, and Lia Kenny of Cork
watch the Cork parade. Picture: Darragh Kane  Day with mum Laura and grandmother Martina. Picture: Larry Cummins ~ Lawton, Karina Rest, and Natalia Nowak. Picture: Larry Cummins ~ watch Cork’s St Patrick’s Day parade. Picture: Darragh Kane
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¥

Chloe 0'Leary of Blackrock gets into the spirit of  Neil and Sam McSherry of Mallow got a good view  Aaron and Ava Murphy from Donnybrook put their heads together for St Patrick’s Day costume ideas at
the parade in Cork City. Picture: Darragh Kane  of the Cork parade. Picture: Darragh Kane  the Cork city parade. Picture: Darragh Kane
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Niamh Higgins from Montenotte gets into the spirit of St Patrick’s
Day at the Cork parade. Picture: Darragh Kane
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Chloe Zung Coughlan gets a hug from Elmo of Sesame Street at the  Telan Abdullah and Ruth 0'Riordan of Cork Figure ~ Kate 0'Donovan of the Rising Sun School of Karate  Lord Mayor Clir Tony 0'Connell with hi: ily Georgina, Deborah, and Michell linstyleinthe Cork

St Patrick’s Day parade in Cork city. Skating Association. Picture: Larry Cummins ~ at the Cork parade. Picture: Darragh Kane St Patrick’s Day parade. Picture: Darragh Kane
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Russian election

‘I feel like my vote’s been taken from me’

Catherine Wylie

An exiled Russian business-
man was among anti-Putin
protesters at the country’s
London embassy to vote in
the presidential election.

Yevgeny Chichvarkin, 43,
a mobile phone tycoon, who
left Russia for the UK in
2008, said the Kremlin is
behind the poisoning in
Salisbury, adding a
“change” is needed.

Mr Chichvarkin, who now

runs a wine shop, said the
relationship between the UK
and Russia is worse than
during the Cold War.

The businessman led anti-
Putin chants in front of the
Russian embassy, in Notting

Hill.

He said he left Russia due
to “serious pressure from
Russian authorities”, and on
the subject of whether he
was afraid about being so
vocal, he said: “I feel that I
have to.”

Asked if he thinks he is
being watched, he said: “Of
course: a lot of people who
work for FSB are around;
of course.” But the entrepre-
neur added: “We need
change. We, as the world, we
need change.”

Mr Chlchvarkm said the
Kremlin’s reaction to the
Salisbury incident is “the
normal reaction of crimi-
nals”, and asked if he believ-
es the Kremlin is behind the
incident, he said: “Yes. For

sure.” Among the protesters
was Victoria Dubenkova, 30,
who moved to the UK from
Moscow.

“Ibelieve that the current
elections are fake. I feel like
my vote has been taken
away from me. And this is
the only way I can be honest
to myself,” she said.

Ms Dubenkova said Brit-
ain should take “more seri-
ous” measures against Rus-
sia, adding that if is “highly
likely” that the Kremlin was

behind the Salisbury attack.

Commenting on a tweet
posted by the UK Russian
embassy yesterday — a pic-
ture of fictional detective,
Poirot, with the caption “In
absence of evidence, we defi-
nitely need Poirot in Salis-

ury!” ubenkova
said that ]okmg about an
incident in which people al-
most died was “very inap-
propriate”.

She described the state-
backed RT TV channel as a

“propaganda machine”, and
said Britain should limit
RT’s presence.

Also among the protesters
was Paulina Konkina, 23,
from Moscow. She said:
“Russia is my country, it’s
my home country, so I really
want what's best for it, and I
don't think Putin is what is
best for it.”

Ms Konkina said Russia’s
reaction to the Salisbury
incident has been a form of
“bravado”.

Victorious Putin set for another six years as president

Vladimir Isachenkov
and Jim Heintz

Vladimir Putin has won a fourth
term as Russia’s president,
adding six years in the Kremlin
for the man who has led the

‘world’s largest country for
the 21st century.

Mr Putin addressed thousands
of people who rallied outside the
Kremlin yesterday to thank them
for their support and promised

new achievements.

Speaking to a crowd who at-
tended a pop concert marking his
election victory, Mr Putin hailed
those who voted for him as a “big
national team”, adding that “we

are bound for success”.

He said that the nation needs
i and urged
the audience to “think about the
future of our great motherland”.

He then led the enthusiastic

unity to move forw:

crowd to chant “Russia!”.

Results from more than half of
precincts showed Putin winning
over 75% of the vote, with Commu-
nist candidate Pavel Grudinin and
ultra-nationalist Vladimir Zhiri-
novsky trailing far behind with
about 13% and 6%, respectively.

The vote was tainted by
spread repo;

undermine Mr Putin.

‘The Russian leader’s popularity
remains high despite his suppres-
sion of dissent and reproach from
the West over Russia’s increas-
ingly aggressive stance in world
affairs and alleged interference in

the 2016 US election.

Mr Putin’s main challenge in  so-called *

the vote was to obtain a
‘margin of victory in order to
an indisputable mandate.

lot-box stuff-
ing and forced votmg, but the com-
plaints will likely do little to

all of

wide-

huge

claim  choices.

By 5pm Moscow time, author-

The Central Elections Commis-
sion said Mr Putin had won about
73% of the vote, based on a count of
30% of the country’s precincts.

Russian authorities had sought
to ensure a large turnout to
bolster the image that Mr Putin’s
ed democracy” is
robust and offers Russians true

ities said turnout had hit nearly
52Y%

Mr Putin had faced seven minor
candidates on the ballot.

His most vehement foe, anti-cor-
ruption campaigner Alexei Naval-
ny, was rejected as a presidential
candidate because he was
convicted of fraud in a case widely
regarded as politically motivated.

Mr Navalny and his supporters

campaign to undermine the 2016
'US presidential election.

Britain and Russia last week an-
nounced tit-for-tat diplomat expul-
sions over the spy case and the US
issued new sanctions.

Russian officials denounced
both cases as efforts to interfere in
the Russian election.

But the disputes likely worked
in Mr Putin’s favour, reinforcing
the official stance that the West is
infected with “Russophobia” and
determined to undermine both Mr
Putin and traditional Russian
values.

The election took place on the
fourth anniversary of Russia’s
2014 annexation of Crimea from
Ukraine, one of the most dramatic
manifestations of Putin’s drive to
reassert Russia’s power.

Crimea and Russia’s subse-
quent support of separatists in
eastern
US and European sanctions that,
along with falling oil prices, dam-
aged the Russian economy and
slashed the ruble’s value by half.
But Putin’s popularity remained
strong, apparently buttressed by
nationalist pride.

In his next six years in office, Mr
Putin is likely to assert Russia’s
‘power abroad even more strongly.

Just weeks before the election,

-aine led to an array of

Russian president Vladimir Putin gestures after speaking to supporters duringa raIIy neanhe Kremlm in Moscow yesterday
He has won a fourth term as Russia’s president. Pictur

not immq

had called for an election boycott
but the extent of its success could

The election came amid escalat-
ing tensions between Russia and
the West, with reports that Mos-
cow was behind the nerve-agent
poisoning this month of a former
Russian double agent, Sergei Skri-
pal, in Britain and that its internet
trolls had mounted an extensive

he

that Russia has

developed advanced nuclear

tely be gauged.

weapons capable of evading mis-
sile defences.

At home, Mr Putin will be faced
with how to groom a successor or
devise a strategy to circumvent
term lj.mns, how to drive diversifi-
cation in an economy still highly
dependent on oil and gas and how
to improve me
services in Russian regions far re-
moved from the glitter of Moscow.

care and social

A woman queuing to vote,
Julia, 56, credited Putin with
building Russia from
scratch. She does not think
the Kremlin was behind the
Salisbury incident: “Who
wants to do such a thing be-
fore the election? It’s like to
put a gun to your head, basi-
cally, before an election.”

Another woman in the
queue, Vera, 53, said: “I just
feel that the accusations are
so completely unsubstanti-
ated and ridiculous.”

Attack denied

Russia’s president Viadimir

Daisy Ridley:
actress’ award.

‘Last Jedi’ wins big
at Empire Awards

Star Wars: The Last Jedi was
the big winner at the Rakuten
TV Empire Awards, scooping
the coveted ‘best film’ prize.
Daisy Ridley was named ‘best
actress’, for her performance in
the latest instalment of the
space saga, and Rian Johnson
won best director.

Star Wars legend, Mark Hamill,
who reprised the role of Luke
Skywalker, was also at the
ceremony, in London, where
he was presented with the
prestigious Empire Icon trophy.
The box office smash also
wonin the costume design and

ed up the ‘best
Picture: PA Wire

Putin last night
British accusations of
Russia’s involvement in
ex-spy Serge\ Skrlpal s
poisoning as “nonsense”,
adding that Moscow is ready
to co-operate with London in
the probe.
Mr Putin referred to the
attack on Mr Skripal and his
daughter Yulia as a
“tragedy”, but added if the
British claims that they
were poisoned by the
Soviet-designed nerve agent
were true, the victims would
have d\ed |nstantly
He said it was “nonsense” to
think that anyone in Russia
could have staged such an
attack before yesterday's
presidential vote and before
the World Cup that Russia is
set to host this summer.
In his first comments about
the poisoning, the Russian
leader said Moscow was
ready to co-operate with
Britain in the investigation.
It followed British Foreign
Secretary Boris Johnson's
claims that Russia has been
stockpiling the nerve agent
used in the Salisbury spy
attack for a decade.
Independent inspectors will
arrive in the UK today to test
the substance used in the
attack.
Mr Johnson told BBC One’s
The Andrew Marr Show: “We
actually have evidence within
the last 10 years that Russia
has not only been investigat-
ing the delivery of nerve
agents for the purposes of
assassination, but has
also been creating and
stockpiling Novichok.”
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The awards celebrate films
from the past year and are
voted for by movie fans.

Facebook: Claims
will be investigated

Facebook said yesterday it was
conducting a “comprehensive
internal and external review” to
determine if the personal data
of 50m users, which was
reported to be misused by a
political consultant, still
existed.

The company said that it was
determining the accuracy of
allegations that a researcher
gave Cambridge Analytica
inappropriately obtained Face-
book user data, starting in
2014. Paul Grewal, a Facebook
vice-president and deputy
general counsel, said it was
committed to “vigorously
enforcing our policies to pro-
tect people’s information.”

Bid to have Florida
suspect committed

Officials were so concerned
about the mental stability of the
student accused of last
month’s Florida school mass-
acre that they decided he
should be forcibly committed.
But the recommendation in
2016 was never acted upon.

A commitment under the law
would have made it more diffi-
cult if not impossible for Niko-
las Cruz to obtain a gun legally.
Cruzis accused of the shooting
rampage thatkilled 14 students
and three school employees.
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Growing power of social media
Trying to
expose the
puppeteers

'Vladimir Putin was one of the first of 107.3m voters across 11
time zones to use one of 97,000 polling stations to vote in Rus-
sia’s faux presidential election yesterday. Assured of re-elec-
tion for another six-year term, he was supremely confident
and assured the state news agency RIA-Novosti: “Tam sure of
the correctness of the course that I propose for the country.”

Spoken like a true demagogue and an inspiration to the
dictators-in-waiting riding the wave of anger changing
Europe’s political landscape. It is unlikely any foreign actor
dedicated significant social media resources to try to in-
fluence the election as any impact they might have would not
change the result. The outcome, known before the election
‘was called, will be accepted as if an alternative could not exist
or even be imagined. Any non-Russian who might consider
interfering might be dissuaded too by the possibility of a visit
from a roving Novichok squad.

At this level of politics, persuasion need not be that lethal
to be effective. On Saturday, US president Donald Trump —
described with an increasing chill factor as “the Russian can-
didate” — had his personal lawyer say he hoped the sacking
of former FBI deputy director Andrew McCabe would prompt
Rod Rosenstein, who leads the Russia investigation, to end
theinquiry. The lawyer spoke just hours after Trump gloated
that firing McCabe was a “great day for democracy”. In this
narrow context, the only difference between Putin’s Russia
and Trump’s ‘America seems to be that Mr Brennan, a former
CIA director who called his president a “disgraced dema-
gogue” might not survive in a country where opponents of
the regime often suffer unexpected health problems.

That Mr Trump made those intimidating, thuggish re-
marks just hours after he met Taoiseach Leo Varadkar is
coincidental but it is also a reminder of the kind of behav-
jour tacitly endorsed by a star-struck visit to the White House
by our Government’s leader. That may not be the intention
but it is certainly an unfortunate consequence.

It is also an unfortunate consequence that Facebook and
other social media have facilitated the undermining of
democracy by offering its enemies free rein on their univer-
sal platform. Facebook chief Mark Zuckerberg is under in-
creasing pressure — though what that might translate into
remains to be seen — from a House of Commons committee
after it was revealed a British data firm had been suspended
by the social networking site amid allegations it harvested
personal details from more than 50m users, some of which
may have been used to steer political campaigns.

Those issues will play out in the debate leading to the
summer referendum on the Eighth Amendment — especially
as, last week, the Broadcasting Authority pointed out that its
remit did not extend to social media and that it was powerless
to intervene. Acknowledging that lacuna, Facebook is to in-
troduce fake news alerts on its pages for Irish users ahead of
the vote. The mega platform will launch an “educational” tool
to help users recognise false news and propaganda. In the
absence of anything traditionally described as impartiality,
that seems a modest enough exercise in truth preservation.

Twickenham Grand Slam

An inspiring
achievement

Coming so quickly on the heels of the conquest of Chelten-
‘ham by Irish raiders, Saturday’s magnificent Grand Slam at
Twickenham created the kind of feel- -good atmosphere that
the Government’s Special Communications Unit can only
dream about. Sport, once again, showed that it can cheer the
heart and generate the kind of justified pride that sustains
most of what is good about society and, in turn, each of us. It
‘was, for a small, often peripheral coumry, inspirational.

That it came just as some of Britain’s National Hunt com-
munity, overwhelmed by Irish success at Prestbury Park,
vented their spleen by suggesting that cheating and dopmg
played a part in the Irish strike rate — how else could British
horses be so dominated, after all? — added another layer of
pleasure to an already over-flowing celebration. English
Tugby was, thankfully, more gracious in defeat.

Despite closmg out the Grand Slam with possibly the youn-
gest Irish backline ever, it might tempt fate to diary date
next year’s World Cup final (November 2) but it is possible to
look forward to Sunday, September 22, 2019, when we open
that campaign against Scotland, with some confidence.

Irish coach Joe Schmidt has shown what can be achieved
by ruthless application, relentless planning, and analysis.
The players won the day but he won the war. There is a
powerful lesson in that for our ailing public institutions.
Hopefully it might be absorbed.

Diluting worker protections

A poor decision

Some of the issues challenging establishment politics are the
many changes around work, work security and hard-won
protections designed to protect employees from those who
might exploit them. A labour court ruling that racehorse
training yards and stud farms are not regarded as agriculture
and may not enjoy any derogation from the Working Time
Act is one area where those issues are playing out.

The bloodstock industry has expressed concern about the
impact the ruling might have on work practices. The sector
has done so successfully and the Minister for Agriculture
Michael Creed has sought cabinet approval for an exemption
for the industry from legislation which protects stable staff.

ow disheartening it is that once again our Government
backs the most powerful players at the expense of workers
who are not, by any standard, overpaid.

Rules are rules and unless they are applied equally they
‘become options to be disposed of at will and the weakest will
suffer the consequences. The minister and the Government
are backing the wrong horse on this issue.
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rs Linders gives home make-over
programme its best outing yet

ET'’S just put it on the
record, here. I knew Mary
Linders was a star long
before Dermot Bannon
discovered her and ended up beat-
ingahard bag of flour with arolling
pin at her instruction.
ary Linders was the heart of a
recent edition of Room to Improve,
and if you didn’t catch it, use the
bank holiday to go on RTE Player
and find it. The date was March 11,
and it’s probably the best outing
the programme has had, thanks to
Ma Linders. That’s not to disregard
her daughters Marian and Anne,
but the two of them know the score
by now: The minute their mother
enters the conversation, everybody
else might as well hang up their
conversational boots.

In the programme, my battered
Martello tower appears a couple of
times. In a small way, in the back-
ground to the shots of the house on
the Quay. Mrs Linders is a physi-
cally distant next door neighbor,
her house separated from mine by
her son’s mobile home park.

‘When we moved in, roughly 12
years ago, I noticed the little green
cottage at the corner and thought
no more of it. My husband, how-
ever, decided to make an uninvited
visit, which wasn't easy, because
what looked like the front door
wasn’t. But he persevered, went
around the back and knocked.

“I'm your new neighbor,” he told
the white haired, apron-clad, flour-
dusted woman who answered. “Are
you good for a cup of tea?” Was she
what. Tea. Fresh scones out of the
oven and a bullying welcome (“Sit
down there, no not there, there.”)
The initial encounter started a
best-mates relationship. One of the
questions she asked him, that first
day, was about his wife. Me. Was I
into gardening? Tom laughed and
shook his head. Couldn’t be less
into gardening, his wife. Was e
into gardening? No. Why? Because
her late husband had laid out the
gardens around the Martello, and
she knew where every bulb anc
root was and more or less get the
hell out of her way and she would
restore the gardens to their former
glory. At the time, they looked like
Berlin after the Second World War.

A few days later, she marched
in with a headscarf on her and a
cigarette in her mouth, trowels and
buckets in her big capable hands,
and took over, giving the odd affec-
tionate instruction to one of a
bundle of yappy Pomeranians that
accompany her everywhere.

If you got her to sit down for a
cup of tea, it was like a tutorial in
national politics or international
relations, she was so well-inform-
ed. The radio was always on in her
kitchen. Always tuned to current
affairs programmes, and she read
— and continues to read — the
newspaper every day as if she was
going to have to do an exam on its
contents.

She also created an annual traf-
fic jam in the one road leading past

her house. This she did by having
marquees erected in her garden
coming up to the August bank holi-
day for her three-day annual sale,
atwhich customers who knew their
stuff could buy a bargain suit, a
carton of biscuit packets, a solid
mahogany dining room suite, a Le
Creuset saucepan, a slightly dented
high chair for a child, or something
electronic. Manufacturers were
bullied to contribute and any man
‘with a van she happened to know
got pressed into collecting those
contributions.

During those three days, rain or
shine, her glamorous daughters,
dressed like they were auditioning
for a harem, would run a wheel of
fortune in the middle of the sale.
They would greet you with a hug
and an eye-roll: Look at what Ma is
makes us do. Ma had a charity in
Albania to do with prisoners to
which she was dedicated with a
dogged determination that de-
manded this year’s proceeds be
considerably larger than those of

VIDEO : AUDIO : LIVE BLOG
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the previous year, even if achieving
this goal required that her volun-
teers (including immediate and ex-
tended family) die in the attempt.
She was omnipresent during the
sale, fixing displays, finding miss-
ing items and barking at customers
and volunteers alike.

At the end of each evening, the
volunteers would be fed like fight-
ing cocks by Mrs Linders, es-
pecially the last night, when most
of them were ready to fall over from
exhaustion. It’s a fair bet that Mary
Linders was the only one of them
who was up at dawn the following

morning to fold, package and pre-
pare unsold men’s clothing for a
container which would deliver
them to the prisoners in Albania.
That’s because she has no time to
waste on stress or pressure. She
may and undoubtedly does cause
stress to other people, but her atti-
tude is that they should man up
because the objective is bigger than
they are.

As far as she’s concerned, the
road from The Quay, where she
lives, and Donabate, where she
goes to Mass, is fruitful hunting
ground for lifts. It’s not that she
stands on the grass marking, well
out of danger, and advances a ten-
tative thumb. Her style is to stand
right in the middle of the road,
facing cars headed for Donabate,
and stop them by bodily obstruct-
ing their passage. The first time it
happens to a driver, it takes a few
minutes for their heart to return to
where it should be, but thereafter,
Mrs Linders demanding a lift is a
predictable part of the journey,

e@The radio
was always on in
her kitchen.
Always tuned to
current affairs
programmes

Mary Linders was the star of a recent
broadcast of home improvement show
‘Room to Improve’ with architect
Dermot Bannon. Picture: RTE

between 9.30 and 10 in the morning.
Andifyou expect gratitude, youare
barking up the wrong tree and
missing the point of the encounter.
‘What else would you do other than
take her to to the church, since
you're going to pass it anyway?
Gratitude would be redundant.

LDER people who have
been big personalities in
their time tend to overact.
They evoke Philip Lar-
kin’s line about “pretending to be
me”. They present radio and TV
producers with a problem, because
they can never answer a question
with an unadorned sentence — the
sentence demands of them that
they sell the historic context for
their wisdom as well as the wis-
dom. Mrs Linders doesn’t do any of
that stuff. She doesn’t need appro-
val or appreciation and so can sit
silent, hand automatically stroking
ahip-close dog, while conversation
eddies around her, until it’s time
for her to deliver her killer line —
like telling Dermot Bannon all that
‘was missing from the refurbished
house was a Latin lover for her.
The reaction to the programme
was one of fascination, not so much
with the building as with the
woman who has lived in the little
green cottage for decades, back to
when she was raising her family
while working as a nurse in St Ita’s
mental hospital. A woman who, in
the face of every challenge, simply
kept on keeping on, demanding
what she needs to live a powerful
life and be the best neighbour a
nybody ever had.
Watch the programme. Not for
the house. For her.
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Repeal of 8th
will lead to
abortions

on demand

Since the Broadcasting Authority of
Ireland (BAI) has now advised that
broadcasters do not have to give
50:50 airtime to debate the Eighth
Amendment, we all should keep in
mind what is truly at stake. Repeal will
mean giving politicians a blank
cheque to make any laws they want
on abortion.
This referendum is the last chance
we'll have to make our voices known.
Repeal would leave unborn babies
with no protectio. Repeal will lead to
unrestricted abortion.
Dr Ruth Cullen of the Pro-Life Cam-
paign said Taoiseach Leo Varadkar
was stating the obvious when he said
that unrestricted abortion in the first
three months of pregnancy would be
in place quickly if repeal happened,
highlighting that what is being pro-
posed by the government is abortion
on demand and nothing else.
We need to be aware this is not re-
strictive abortion or a little bit of abor-
tion, though it may be dressed up as
such as the campaign progresses,
while the repeal side tries to sanitise
the effects and impact of abortion.
Frances Kelleher
Killamey
Kerry

Disgraceful BAI
debate decision

It was bad enough that we had the
biased Oireachtas Committee hearing
on abortion, where 28 pro-repeal wit-
nesses were invited before the Com-
mittee compared to just five pro-life
speakers, but this is followed up by
the BAI giving the green light to broad-
casters not to give 50:50 time cover-
age to both sides of the debate.

As the National Union of Journalists
has a pro-choice policy, | think we

know which side this BAI decision will
favour. Disgraceful!

John O'Brien

Charlevile

Co Cork

Resist the rhetoric
and repeal the 8th

1 agree with Mary Lou McDonald that
the term ‘abortion on demand’ is an
offensive one. However, the term
tells us more about its user than the
fictional women they hope to conjure
in people’s minds. It is a sexist term
and belongs to the same rhetoric that
put women in laundries in the not so
distant past and puts women on
planes to access healthcare today.
Avyes'in the referendum is a yes to
trusting and respecting women.
Repeal the Eighth Amendment.
Clare Daly
Sterling Gardens
don
(formerly Wexford)

Pro-life politics in St
Patrick’s Day parade

| attended this year's St Patrick’s Day
parade in Cork. Unfortunately, one of
the floats decided to use the parade
to air their pro-life views regarding the
upcoming referendum.
I thought it was completely inappropri-
ate and distasteful, especially to do
this at a community event on a day
where we are supposed to be celebra-
ting our heritage and culture, nothing
else. It is not a political event. | have
heard of instances of this occuring
elsewhere in other parades around
the country.
Regardless of people’s views on this
subject, the parade should not have
been regarded as a forum to air them.
Laura Woods
Ballincollig
Co Cork

Distressing image
from Catholic lona

Last week | was confronted with an
image of an 11-week-old foetus on a
giant roadside billboard (commis-

clude a full address and may be e

sioned by the lona Institute) on my
journey to work. This image was
presented as a way to cause distress
to people who may have had or may
be thinking about having an abortion.
| am absolutely disgusted at the use of
this and similar images in this manner.
Spare a thought for all the women and
families who have suffered miscar-
riages, still births, and more. Do they
really need to be assaulted with these
images? Where is the Catholic com-
passion from the lona Institute?
The Eighth does not stop abortions. It
removes all rights that a woman has
over her body while pregnant. Abor-
tions will continue with or without the
Eighth, the only difference being that,
without the Eighth, women would be
able to avail of medical care in their
own country instead of being cast out
to foreign shores like criminals.
Trying to make people feel guilty or
ashamed by displaying giant images
of foetuses, for what is no doubt an
utterly heartbreaking and life-chang-
ing decision, does not follow the Cath-
olic ideologies that the lona Institute
purports to follow. | say shame on you,
lona Institute, for attempting to cause
more harm than good in this situation.
Rebecca Clifford
Turloughmore
Galway

McAleese is no
equality champion

Mary McAleese’s self-portrayal as a
champion of women’s equality is a
hollow edifice. Itis no skin off her nose
whether or not the Roman Catholic
Church ordains women. It will make
not a whit of difference to her enjoy-
ment of her generous state pension. If
she were really passionate about
equality she would consider campaig-
ning for a living wage for all homeless
or economically disadvantaged
women. Even a guaranteed income of
20% of Mrs McAleese’s presidential
pension would ensure a decent
quality of life for the most impover-
ished of those she claims to represent.
James Hogan
Thurles
Co Tipperary

Still provincial after
peaceful events

Would it be too much to ask RTE to
stop using the term “in the North”
when referring to Northern Ireland?
We have had three peace-defining
events in the 20 years since the Good
Friday Agreement was signed.
First up was the Ulster rugby team get-
ting the support from all Ireland in the
final of the 1999 Heineken Rugby Cup
played in the old Lansdowne Road.
Many supporters admitted that it was
their first cross-border visit.
The second was the visit of the English
rugby team to Croke Park in February
2007. The unbelievable atmosphere
and the respect shown to both an-
thems was almost tangible.
The final and most decisive event was
the visit of Queen Elizabeth in May
2011.
From the solemnity and reverence in
the Garden of Remembrance to the
belly laugh with fishmonger Pat
O'Connell in the English Market in
Cork, the visit brought the relationship
of our two islands to a new level. The
usual tiny band of misguided “republi-
cans” protested at each of these
events, some violently.
With the DUP playing into the disrup-
tive hands of Sinn Féin and both
showing complete disregard for the
Good Friday Agreement, RTE's use of
“in the North” is tantamount to refer-
ring to “them up there”. This is hardly
giving “parity of esteem” so much
sought after in the Good Friday Agree-
ment and gives succour to these mis-
guided people. Incidently | write this
as a southern republican (spelled with
asmall ).

Pat Conneely

Cedarwood Rd

Dublin

Pride in our Grand
Slam champions

Captain Rory Best and the Grand
Slam champions represent all that is
great about our island. Shoulder to
shoulder to make us proud.
Robert Sullivan
Bantry
Co Cork

Marching order
Would a heterosexual Taoiseach
march with his wife in the Saint Pa-
trick's Day parade, or is it another
inappropriate public statement?
Joe Mason
29 Merrion Court

Discounting lies at
the cost of the truth

The possibility of a politician lying is
almost 100% but most are by exagger-
ation — we will lower the unemploy-
ment rate by... or by omission as they
introduce a new tax that wasn’t men-
tioned before or just the usual election
lies — what a pretty baby or | love this
town. These lies are so common that
we discount them but the cost is we
also discount the truth.
President Trump is reported to have
admitted in an audio recording that he
lied to Canadian President Trudeau
even though he thought he was a
“nice guy”. Although economics at
that level is confusing and can be mis-
read you shouldn’t mislead a ‘friend’.
These are friends that may be needed
at a future time and they must be able
to trust what is said.
Itis also reported that the ratings for
Trump's TV show The Apprentice were
inaccurate. The accuracy of ratings in
the TV world is often a source of con-
fusion and disbelief but numbers are
numbers. TV ratings don’t matter as
we don't care about their accuracy but
if there was a lie, then a lie is a lie. |
can't claim to have never lied but | al-
ways try to tell the truth; once a funda-
mental characteristic of most people.
Dennis Fitzgerald
Vic Melbourne
Australia

A timely tip — or
a day too late?

Daily Telegraph, (March 17) Quick

Crossword, 10 Across, ‘Do hush Leo’
(anag).

Cal Hyland

Rosscarbery

Co Cork

ue to space constraints we cannot accept letters of more than 500 words|
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Unlike other animals, humanity has voluntarily limited its reproduction, meaning the
Earth and its people will survive as fertility rates fall across the globe, writes Noah Smith

Born to survive: Humans

defuse

ome of the most spectacularly
wrong predictions in history
have been made by those who
claim that overpopulation is
going to swamp the planet.

Thomas Malthus, a British economist
‘writing in the late 1700s, is the most
famous of these. Extrapolating past
trends into the future, he predicted that
population growth would inevitably
swamp available food resources,
leading to mass starvation.

That didn’t happen — we continued
to develop new technologies that let us
stay ahead of the reaper.

Tn 1968, Stanford biologist Paul
Ehrlich wrote The Population Bomb,
warning that unchecked population
growth would lead to mass starvation in
the 1970s. He was just as wrong as Mal-
thus. Global population did surge, but
food production managed to keep up.

So far, the prophets of overpopu-
lation have been defeated by technol-
ogy. But human ingenuity alone can
never deliver a final victory in the
battle to feed the world — eventually,
population growth will overwhelm the
Earth’s ability to provide calories.

That’s why in order to put Malthus
and Ehrlich finally to rest, a second
component is needed — lower fertility
rates. To save both the environment
and themselves, humans must have
fewer kids.

Fortunately, this is happening.
During the lifetimes of Malthus and
Ehrlich, humans still tended to have
large families, with each woman bear-
ing an average of five children over her
lifetime. But shortly after Ehrlich’s
book, that began to change.

The total fertility rate is just an esti-
mate, based on the number of children
women have been having. When the
rate is lower than about 2.1, it means
total population will eventually stabi-
lise and decline.

The world is approaching that magic
Jevel, thanks to a phenomenon known
as the fertility transition. In most coun-
tries, total fertility falls from a high
level of about six or seven children to
two or below, and stays there.

Once smaller families become the
norm in a country or region, they very
rarely go back up. There are a number
of theories for why this happens.

The shift from agriculture to urban
life means less incentive for families to
have kids to work on farms. Urban life
also increases the cost of raising a kid.
Higher education levels for women,
freeing them from traditional gender
norms, are probably a big factor as well.
None of these factors are temporary.

In other words, the fertility transi-
tion probably represents the ultimate,
final victory over the Malthusian
threat. The supergiant countries of
China and India have been especially
important in this process.

Still, as overall world fertility has
fallen, overpopulauon concerns have
shifted from global to regional. If some
regions continue to have big families
forever, they will eventually outgrow
the regions with limited population
growth, causing the overall world
fertility rate to go back up.

People who worry about
overpopulation are now concerned that

Fertility transition occurs in counties when total fertility falls from a high level of about six or seven children to two or below, and stays there, meaning total population will eventually stabilise and decline.

some cultures will simply always have
more Kids.

So far, those concerns seem to be un-
founded. A decade ago, many believed
that Muslim culture, with its emphasis
on traditional gender roles, would defy
the fertility transition.

But then fertility rates in majority-
Muslim countries plunged. Iran, Saudi
Arabia, Bangladesh and Indonesia have
mostly completed their fertility transi-
tions, while Egypt’s and Pakistan’s are
under way.

As an aside, it's worth noting that
these World Bank estimates of total fer-
tility rates tend to err on the high side

— the CIA, which also tracks fertility,
places Pakistan’s number all the way
down at 2.62.

So now the worry has shifted to sub-
Saharan Africa. With a fertility rate of
about five births per woman, it's the
only region of the globe that has not yet
made the jump to small families. But
even here, there are signs of change in a
small but growing number of countries.

Countries such as Nigeria, Ethiopia,
Tanzania and the Democratic Republic
of the Congo still have very high fertil-
ity rates. But if these last holdouts fall,
the global triumph of small families will
be complete.

Fortunately, there are two other pat-
terns that suggest Africa will not buck
the trend and overpopulate the world.

First, there’s a strong association
between fertility and income levels —
once a country passes about €5,000 in
per capita annual GDP, it almost never
has a high fertility rate.

Rapid growth in a number of African
countries means that this level will be
in reach within a few decades. Also, the
transition appears to be happening
much faster than in the past — it took
the UK 95 years to drop from a fertility
rate of six children per woman to
three, but it took Botswana only 24,

Bangladesh 20 and Iran only 10.

Of course, it’s worth noting that
lower fertility won’t immediately de-
fuse the population bomb.

The number of people in a country
continues to rise for years after young
people stop having lots of kids — a phe-
nomenon known as population momen-
tum. Thus, the United Nations continu-
es to project that global population will
rise from about 7.6bn today to more
than 11bn by the end of the century.

Nor will lower global population
growth mean the end of all demo-
graphic problems.

Much of sub-Saharan Africa will be

population bomb

Picture: PA

overflowing with people for decades to
come, and many of those people will
want to migrate to wealthy, aging coun-
tries in search of better economic op-
portunities, or to escape wars.

That migration pressure will be a
touchy subject for many nations, as the
recent refugee wave in Europe has
shown.

But it’s looking like the dire predic-
tions of Malthus and Ehrlich will never
come to pass.

Unlike other animals, humanity has
voluntarily limited its reproducuon
The population bomb has probably
been defused.

Sharing information

N 2015, when the United Nations

Sustainable Development Goals

‘were adopted, the clock began

ticking on an ambitious goal: ending
global hunger by 2030.

That seemed achievable; during the
previous 15 years, the number of under-
nourished people had been halved, a
staggering achievement, attributed to
international investment in agricul-
tural and economic infrastructure.

And then the world got hungrier,
again; in 2016, the number of people
without enough to eat increased to
815m, up from 777m the year before.
‘What happened?

Part of the answer is as old as
civilisation: droughts, floods, conflict,
and displacement have hurt harvests
and weakened output. But a more intan-
gible factor is no less important: many
of the networks on which farmers have
traditionally depended to cope with
these disasters have been lost or de-
graded.

Ending global hunger is not just
about breeding drought-resistant corn;
it is also about having a plan for when
that corn fails anyway. In other words,
it is as much about reimagining social
networks as it is about deciding what
goes into the ground.

For the world’s poorest

Increased migration in
the developing world
has weakened
communities g
and the bonds
that ensure
survival. Apps
can replace
this loss of shared data
and help guarantee
food security, writes
Leah Samberg

and other variables, are uprooting
farmers everywhere. While people have
always left their homes in search of
safety or opportunity, a record number
of people are on the move.

All of these changes are negatively
affecting traditional social structures,
which ies depend on for

farmers and pastoralists, unpredict-
ability is the only constant. To mitigate
risk, people in rural areas have always
relied on their personal networks for
information to help them weather
crises, improve productivity, and limit
crop losses.

In return, these relationships have
facilitated the exchange of information
and goods, diversified diets,
strengthened farming techniques,
and guarded against hunger.

Today, though, farmers’ personal
networks are weakening. Farms are
being hit more frequently by severe
weather, and violent conflict is increas-
ing in poverty-stricken regions; these,

survival. Insufficient attention is being
paid to these structures’ role in ensur-
ing food security. If global hunger is to
be eradicated, the underpinnings of
rural resilience must be supported,
expanded, and diversified.

One of the best ways to do this is
by investing in new technologies that
enable farmers to connect with in-
formation and institutions that can de-
crease uncertainty and mitigate risk.

According to a 2017 working paper by
the CGIAR Research Program on
Climate Change, Agriculture, and Food
Security, some of the most promising
innovations in rural agricultural are

can be difference between life and death

An Ethiopian girl prepares food for her family at Sesion camp for refugees atKenya’s border town with Ethiopia. While people have always

left their homes in search of safety or opportunity, a record number of people are on the move.

cess to data, markets, and financial ser-
vices, farmers can plant, fertilise, har-
vest, and sell products more effectively.

At the moment, these types of inno-
vations are not featured prominently in
most hunger-alleviation strategies. But
that is slowly changing, especially as
more people in emerging economies
connect to mobile networks, and as
apps designed to collect and share
agricultural information become in-
creasingly accessible.

For example, in Egypt, Sudan, and
Ethiopia, local extension services are
delivering real-time weather data to

and service-based. With ac-

farmers, via SMS. In West

Africa, private companies, such a:

Ignitia, are expanding the accuracy and
precision of SMS weather alerts to
remote farmers.

In Mongolia, rural herders receive
information about disease outbreaks to
help them maintain the health of their
livestock. And farmers throughout the
Global South are turning to SMS-based
services for technical support that
allows them more easily to adopt new
crops and growing techniques, with
benefits for both natural resources and
household income and nutrition.

Connectivity also improves the func-
tioning of markets by allowing farmers

Picture: Brian Ongoro/AFP/Getty

and herders to access accurate price
information, co-ordinate transport and
other logistics, and facilitate easier
exchange of perishable, but nutritious
foods, such as animal products and
vegetables.

Mobile money and price information
also enable pastoralists to adjust herd
sizes to ch; condi-

higher-value market sectors. Mobile
payment systems are also facilitating
remittances from urban to rural areas,
an increasingly important component
of rural livelihoods.

e mere existence of this technology
will not end hunger. The challenge is to
broaden access to all of these tools, and
to ensure that they meet the needs of
the farmers who use them.

This demands that mobile technol-
ogies take into account differences in
gender, education, and resource levels
among farmers, and that they are re-
sponsive to changing circumstances.
The impact and success of these tools
and programmes should be monitored
and evaluated, with ineffective ap-
proaches being improved or replaced.

I've conducted research in rural
communities around the world, and one
of the features they all have in common
is the difficulty that farmers and
pastoralists confront in accessing
reliable information about markets,
weather, and financing.

With neighbours on the move, and
climate change a growing concern,
traditional information networks are
no longer sufficient. Farmers every-
where, but especially in developing
economies, need the support of digital
communities.

For hundreds of millions of people,
information is the difference between
food security and hunger. But, amid the
triple threats of climate change, violent
conflict, and mass migration, how that
information is gathered and shared is
changing.

Farmers’ personal networks are now
global and online. To feed a rapidly
ing world, we must use new

tions, while enabling farmers to secure
seeds and fertiliser for future harvests.
Furthermore, by enabling the quick
and secure transfer of funds, mobile-
banking services allow producers to
access markets more efficiently, reduce
their transaction costs, and tap into

technology to re-imagine the oldest
form of risk-mitigation: community.

M Leah Samberg is a research scientist
with the Global Landscapes Initiative at the
University of Minnesota’s Institute on the
Environment.

W Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2018.
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Unsure of your
career path?
Artists, business
leaders and
entrepreneurs
will gather in
Dublin this week
to inspire
Ireland’s young
people, writes
Rita de Brun

hen you're young and

school-going, career choice

can be a gnarly topic, es-

pecially when punctuated

by talk of points, pressure
and parental expectation. The fact
that the subject generally focuses on
college options, brings little joy to
anyone.

On March 22, the AIB Future
Sparks Festival sets out to inspire
Ireland’s young people. Students at-
tending the event at Dublin’s RDS
will experience workshops and en-
gage with artists, business leaders
and entrepreneurs, keen to inspire
and encourage them to reach their
career potential, whether on the
traditional paths or the roads less
taken.

Sarah Keane, president of the
Olympic Council of Ireland, will be
one of the event’s many motivational
speakers, as will Una Burke, whose
exquisitely crafted leather designs
have been worn by the likes of Rihan-
na, Lady Gaga and Taylor Swift, and
whose arm-bracelet was proudly
worn by Jennifer Lawrence in The
Hunger Games.

Soulé, is another who'll inspire Ire-
land’s young at the career festival.
Born in London and raised in the
North Dublin seaside town of Bal-
briggan, the singer songwriter’s in-
nate charisma, talent and electronic
dance tunes have garnered her a
cool, two million streams on Spotify.

In Soule’s view, the biggest chal-
lenges facing young people in Ire-
land, are not knowing what they
want to do after school and not hav-
ing the right support: “School guid-
ance counsellors often don’t know
what advice to give to kids wanting to
work in the arts. That should
change.” The fact that this sassy,
savvy 23 year old is so open about the
hurdles she overcame in her journey
into the music industry, makes her
an excellent choice to inspire stu-
dents at a crossroads in their lives:
“Everyone has obstacles. Mine
centred around self-esteem and diffi-
culty believing in myself.

“For me it was a long process get-
ting over those issues. Now that I
have, I want to inspire young people
to have positive views about them-
selves. I want them to love them-

Soulé (top), Sarah Keane (top tight) and Una Burke (right): all three have excelled in their chosen careers and will speak at AIB Bright Sparks.

selves.

“To them I say: ‘Push hard if you
want something. Don’t give up. Even
if you fall 1,000 times, get up again, as
that may be the time when you reach
your goal.”” Her sentiments are
somewhat echoed by Sarah Keane,
who says: “From my personal experi-
ence, the main challenges facing
young women are generally those we
put in front of ourselves. Women
sometimes need to be taught to grasp
opportunities and believe they're
good enough for them, in a way that
perhaps men do not.”

MAKE IT HAPPEN

One who has not only grasped ca-
reer opportunities but created her
own is the massively talented Una

Burke. Intriguingly, despite her in-
ternational acclaim, there’s not a
whit of self-importance about this
North Roscommon born, London-
based artlst who humbly describes
herself as ‘a leatherworker.” What’s
Una'’s core message for students?:
“You can go wherever you want and
do whatever you want, so long as you
don’t allow your mind to stop you.
Provided you are thick-skinned and
hard- workmg enough, you can make
it happen.

She’s passionate about encourag-
ing youngsters to forge their own
paths: “Often students are taught
that there’s one way of doing things.
This can be limiting. When I started
out I was taught that designers draw,
then make. That approach didn’t

work for me. As I'm a hands-on per-
son, I started with the material, then
came back to the drawing-board.”
Una wants kids to know there’s not
Jjust one way to do things. To them
she says: ‘Tune into what works for
you, then allow that to lead your path
and process.”

She has done just that, as has Soulé
and Sarah Keane, with the latter hav-
ing an impressive career journey
spanning the legal and sporting pro-
fessions; arenas typically dominated

men.

Asked whether it's a man’s world,
she replies: “That has never been my
experience. I accept that some areas
are traditionally more male domi-
nated and I would not belittle the
challenges around that. However, it's

my view that things are changing for
the better.

“It needs to be less about the one
trailblazer and more about critical
mass if we really want our young
people to believe they can achieve
their goals.” As for whether there’s a
glass ceiling, she says: “I think there
are a lot of people out there, who
don’t see these ceilings and we need
to protect that, as this attitude frees
them to pursue their goals in a very
healthy way.

“For me, it’s often about one step at
atime, following your passion, stand-
ing up for what you believe in, treat-
ing people right, working hard and
making yourself ready for the oppor-
tunities that might come your way.
‘Being ready’ I believe, can be very

@You can go
wherever you
want and do
whatever you
wanttodo, solong
asyou don’t allow
your mind to stop
you. You can
make it happen

challenging. Having a good mentor,
who’ll someday show you that the
next step for you, is actually two to
three steps further on than you en-
visaged yourself, is almost a must.”
Her drive and resilience is apparent,
not least in the way she overcame the
public-speaking challenges she faced
as a student.

Describing the ‘significant steps’
she took to do that, she says: “They
totally transformed my life and ca-
reer.”

Positive and pragmatic to the core,
she says: “Young people have huge
potential. But things won't always be
easy. It's important to understand
that this doesn’t mean that you can’t
achieve your dreams.

W aib.ie/events/future-s sparks -festival

ver wanted to know
more about, say, Marx-
ist ideas of alienation or
the situationists, but
couldn’t face reading
actual Marxist or situation-
ist theory? Well now you
don’t have to. A very helpful
man called lan Marchant has
done it for you, and put it all
in a book, A Hero For High

Outside the box
Suzanne Harrington

ONLINE LIVES

Times, whose subtitle is A

Younger Reader’s Guide To
The Beats, Hippies, Freaks,
Punks, Ravers, New Age

Follow

on Twitter:

DENISE 0’DONOGHUE

usband and wife Keith
Bohan and Rachel
Rogers travel full-
time after giving up
their desk jobs in 2016.
Galway-born Keith met

as I possibly can. I keep my
story updated and try to post
a photo daily,” said Rachel.
Keith says he enjoys step-
ping back from social media.
“While I understand and

Travellers and Dog-On-A-
Rope Brew Crew Crusties Of
The British Isles, 1956-1994.

ow, as a retired raver, i
am deﬁmtely not a younger
reader — that ship has not so
much sailed as circumnavi-
gated the globe — yet de-
crepitude hasnot granted me
the patience to digest raw
theory.

Life is short. I remain,
however, curious about what
stuff means — like what on
earth is situationism, and
how it differs from Existen-
tialism and all the other
isms. Why the Sex Pistols
were presented by Malcolm
McLaren as a situationist
happening, or why the KLF
setting fire to a million quid
in 1994 was, suggests Mar-
chant, “the greatest situ-
ationist stunt of all.”

According to the situation-
ists, we live in a hyper-capi-
talist world where we are
kept in constant state of dis-
traction by what founder
Guy Debord called the Spec-
tacle. These days the Spec-

Would punk happen
now? Would rave?

tacle would be your phone,
social media, money,
politics, television, adverts,
films, pop music. It would be
Brexit and Trump and Putin
and the Kardashians. All the
swirling noise and fanfare
that blasts and numbs us
daily.

“Keep it spectacular,”
writes Marchant. “And truth
doesn’t matter anymore, and
the rulmg classes can retain
power.”

S0in 1976, amid the blokey
sludge of prog rock and the
inoffensiveness of disco,

Malcolm McLaren hurled
the boyband from hell at the
world, and the world
swivelled slightly. “It’s the
task of artists to create situ-
ations which confront the
Spectacle,” writes Marchant.
“And show it for what it
merely is, ie a spectacle. Art
is only valid if it wakes up the
individual to their plight,
and helps to destabilise the
Spectacle. The revolutionary
liberation of the individual
leads to the revolutionary
liberation of society.”

But where are all the

young cultural revolution-
aries today? Filtering their
Instagram feeds, worrying
about student debt, wonder-
ingif they will ever be able to
move out of home, sick of
being patronised about avo-
cado toast and house de-
posits, focused on gender
pronouns, and being ground
down by austerity. Punch
drunk from a combination of
previous generations ran-
sacking everything, and the
narcissism that comes with
being born digital natives.
You can’t have a cultural

underground when the inter-
net makes everything visible
all of the time — there’s no
place left to ferment. Every-
thingis monetised, sanitised,
commodified.

Would punk happen now?
Would rave?

This is not to diss Millen-
nials and Generation Z, in
‘whom all hope lies but, as the
Spectacle continues to blind
us, their task — saving the
world — seems about as
likely as a pop star torching
their fortune to make a state-
ment.

Rachel, who is from Kansas
City, while they were both

working in New York in 2012.

They both eventually
moved to Galway but the
travel bug had set in. Rachel
quit, starting a travel com-
pany while Keith was offered
the option to work remotely.

“We both work full time,
Jjust without being anchored
to an office, or even country,
1suppose. We don’t see it
ending anytime soon,” Keith
said. “We began planmng a
life of full-time travel. In No-
vember 2016, coincidentally
the day after Trump got
elected, we flew to Paris. We
have been travelling since
then, a month in every city
and almost exclusively
Airbnb.”

The pair mainly share
their travels on Instagram.

“Instagram is definitely
our main platform. Mine is
@keithbohan. I'm not as ac-
tive - or professional - as Ra-
chel but like to have the craic
and have a decent follow-
ing,” Keith said.

KEITH BOHAN &
RACHEL ROGERS

“Rachel’s Insta is @forth-
estoryvacations. She tries to
give people the inside scoop
on a city and only visits one-
off businesses in the process.

“I post about full-time af-
fordable travel and minimal-
ism (we both share one suit-
case). Rachel posts about
cool, unique things to do in
each city, and tries to do
everything worth doing
while we're there.”

Keith and Rachel take dif-
ferent approaches to social
media. “Tuse social media
regularly, as I am showing
my followers and potential
clients as much of every city

appreciate its necessity in
allowing me to travel the
world full time while getting
paid, there’s still a lot to be
said for leaving your phone
in the apartment and setting
off for the day,” he said.

The couple agrees their
online presence has given
them many new opportun-
ities. “It has definitely
opened a lot of doors for us,
and gaining a large following
adds an element of credibil-
ity.” However, they warn it
can be difficult to work while
travelling. “You have to be a
lot more fastidious about not
‘being on holiday’. This is
our life. Although it’s super
exciting to arrive in a new
place, we're still working. We
view our Airbnb as our rent
and get groceries and cook,
the same as if we were living
at home.” They said this ap-
proach is necessary to save
money while they are travel-
ling. “If we spent money like
tourists everywhere we
went, this would not be poss-
ible.”
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Digital detox — for two

When Geraldine Walsh’s phone broke, it meant a two-week enforced digital detox — for her and her four year old

t seems as though my phone has

its tight little antennas dug into

me. I “need” my phoneas muchas

the next person needs their’s.

Like most people, I've forgotten to
bring it with me on a night out and
there have been days when I acciden-
tally left it at work. It was temporary
so the separation was bearable, albeit
with a slight scratching underneath
the skin until I was able to paw all
over the screen again.

For some, the need to have their
fingers grazing their mobile at all
timesis very real. An incessant panic
hits when it’s lost, out of reach or the
battery screams 3% with no charger
nearby. Nomophobia, the fancy word
for the fear of being without a phone,
is completely understandable and is
quite common. We're a society in
need of constant recognition, vali-
dation and connection after all.

Ifelt the reality of this phobia a few
‘weeks ago when my beloved Sam-
sung decided it needed a tune up.
After giving me some garbled error
that no reset could override, off it
went to fulfil the duties of standard
‘warranties. As quick as the error ap-
peared, I was phoneless. Contactless.
Empty. Anxious.

“For at least ten days,” the girl in
the phone shop said. Ten days. Two
‘weeks with weekends. Surviving
without a phone is easy, right? No
calls, no texts, no Twitter or Face-
book at the sw1pe of the screen.

“It'll be fine,” I thought as T handed
over my phone for a fortnight of no
contact. No, it’s not all that easy. Det-
oxing from your phone, I discovered,
comes with pamc, anxiety and para-
noia. And I wasn’t the only one who
suffered the loss of my phone. My
four year old daughter did too. No
YouTube, no Netflix, no games.

Sad to say, the withdrawal symp-
toms were very real, starting very
quickly. I was barely home when I
reached into my pocket, my fingers
grasping at loose tissues and coppers
but no phone. A heart stopping, pan-
icked moment. Then realisation and
anxiety that all calls, texts, social
media, contact with the outside world
had stalled.

For my daughter, who routinely
asks to use my phone, there was con-
fusion and annoyancé that her fa-
vourite toy was no where to be seen.

I wasn'’t expecting to feel so lost or
isolated. I didn’t imagine I'd be des-
perate to check my Twitter or email.
We have nolandline but I didn’t think
I'd worry about whether someone
needed to contact me or whatI'd doin
an emergency. But I did, repeatedly.
Anxiously.

Throughout all of my worries, my
itches and my desperate need to stay
in contact, what was worse was my
daughter’s reaction. She felt the loss
almost as much as I did, drawing in-
ward when she didn’t get to use it.

T'm one of those mothers who
never saw any harm in giving her
little one her phone in the mornings
at breakfast. I make no apologies for
the fact that Netflix or YouTube at the
dining table speeds things up before

the school run. And yes, she may get
my phone when we’re out for some-
thing to eat and probably more times
than I'd care to admit. Two weeks

without a mobile and I saw how my
internet addiction was spreading to
my daughter. “Can I have your
phone Mammy?” “Sorry darling, it’s
gone for repair.” To which I heard a
chorus of disappointing moans and
groans. In an instant she thought I
was the worst mother ever who was
obviously being mean and keeping
the phone from her on purpose. A dis-

Geraldine Walsh and daughter Allegra
Walsh, age 4.

gruntled four year old at 8am is not
what a rushed, exhausted and social
media barren mother needed.

I can now see how her addiction to
Kids YouTube and my phone is not
harmless. She became stubborn, un-
helpful and angry at the fact that she
couldn’t watch the same mindless
surprise egg video for the hundredth
time.

©A disgruntled
four year old
at 8amis

not what a
rushed

and social
media barren
mother needed

he day I got my phone back, all

shiny and new looking, I'm em-

barrassed to admit, it went

everywhere with me. I dared

not put it down on the off
chance there was something I needed
to see on Facebook or read on
Twitter. The fear of missing out is
very real and I realise this is my big-
gest failing when it comes to needing
my phone.

T'dlike to be able to say that my two
weeks detox meant [ am more aware
of my habits and that I've changed. I
haven’t, not fully at least. I still check
my email and social media accounts
beforeIget out of bed in the morning.
Talmost always have my phone close
by and I've set up more notifications
because it seems I can’t have too
many.

But I am now aware of my daught-
er’s overuse of my phone and this T
have culled dramatically.

“Can I have your phone Mammy?”
“Sorry Sweetie. It’s still not working
properly.”

A humph and a disapproving glare
and her attention is distracted else-
where. Two hours later she asks the
same question forgetting my ongmal
answer but once again I utter
same plausible excuse. I get the same
reaction.

She’s four so I'm getting away with
these white lies but for how long? She
hasn’t had my phone since I got it
back and I intentionally keep it out of
her sight so the lure to it is not there.
She’s asking less as the days wear on
but she’s still itching to get her hands
on it again.

My constant no’s are, in a way, my
attempt to reprogramme her. Per-
haps I should reprogramme myself

it

Opening Lines

Colm O’Regan

EGULAR readers know this

column is frequently about no-

thing at all. It won’t come as a

surprise when I say that the

ig news this week was that I

dyed a pair of boots. But read me out.
Like any columnist worth his salt
there is a small point.

The dyed boot was caused by a
printer. First let’s talk about
printers. As time goes by, my printer-
frustration has been replaced with a
sneaking admiration for the humble
‘A4 home printer. I just love its sheer
orneriness. In a world where every
iteration of technology wants to be
intuitive, eager to please, like adog, a
printer doesn’t give a hoot. A printer
is a cat, staring at you and smirking.
I'm waiting for the movie where the
evil villain is thwarted by a paper
Jjam or a warning that he’s bought
knock-off ink and HP/Epson/Fujitsu
are not one iota happy about it and
they’re watching the house from
across the road in what looks like a

1=

In a world where
every iteration of
technology wants to
beintuitive, eager to
please, like a dog, a
printer doesn’t give
ahoot. Aprinterisa
cat, staring at you
and smirking

bread van.

But even I was surprised by this
particular printer curveball. I was
carrying it to a new location and the
presence of a child, a Jumperoo, a
nappy-bag and a bib wedged under a
door necessitated me squeezing
around a door and therefore tilting
the printer on its side while carrying
it.

Now, I don’t blame the printer for
this bit. I guess ink has to live some-
where within a printer. I suppose I
thought it was ‘sealed’ in some way.
In fact it appears to have been lying
in a tray like water for the birds. So
when I tilted the printer, I spilled
black ink on my jeans, my shoes, a
curtain, a child’s playmat, a chair
and finally all over my own right
shoe making a pure hames of it and
unusable for polite society. As spil-
lages go, it’s not exactly Exxon Val-
dez but still, a pain in the hoop.

‘When life hands you ink-stains, it's
buy or dye. I did both. I bought black

Follow Colm on Twitter: @colmoregan
@i

dye in Hickeys. I cleaned the boots
with white spirit and I dyed them.
Black plus brown equals dark brown.
And they look nice. Let’s not get car-
ried away. This might be the last time
Tever dye somethmg I am not about
to launch a 450-issue Marshall Ca-
vendish monthly magazine called
Domestic God: Knacky Stuff for the
Beta Male. (First episode is 50cent
with free bottle of dye and each sub-
sequent issue costs €11.)

But it felt good. It felt good not to
throw somet g away. Not to give
up on an object and just replace be-
cause that's what we always do. After
coffee cups and promotional pens
from the rebranded mortgage pro-
vider, clothes are another environ-
mental catastrophe. Fast fashion
means we are killing the planet in an-
other way while the planet is dis-
tracted dealing with ocean plastic
‘weighing more than fish.

The Chinese are fed up with us try-
ing send them nappies in arecyclable

hmammies

plastics container. Our dumps are
filling up with millions of tons of tops
that looked nice in the shop. The
charity industry will get fed up of our
clothes too eventually. We bring bags
and bags of stuff. Some worn, some a
mis

‘We just can’t go on buying all this
shite and then throwing it away. I
don’t want to hark back to the days of
one pair of Dingo Jeans for mass and
then animal pelts and school slacks
for the rest of the week but there’s no
doubt your average average person
consumed a lot less clothes 20 years
ago.

Even extendmg the life of a gar-
ment for nine months apparently re-
duces its environmental impact by
20-30%. (Obviously the dye eats into
that but gimme a break OK.

Thaven't dyed and gone to heaven
butisa tiny mental health boost —an
infusion of the hormone ‘sustainable-
rone’ in not throwing away. And I've
anew coloured boot, to boot.

APPLIANCE
OF SCIENCE

Dr Naomi Lavelle

his question comes in from a
very curious girl called Kayla;
she would like to know why we
cry?

'WHY DO WE CRY?

Crying (of the emotional kind) is a
uniquely human thing and scientists
are still researching why we do it. Is
there an evolutionary advantage to
letting tears stream down your face?
Does it change the way we feel? Why
do we sometimes cry for joy as well
as sadness?

DIFFERENT TYPES OF TEARS

Crying is a complex process; we
actually produce three different
types of tears. Basal tears are
produced constantly in order to keep
the eye lubricated.

Reflex tears are produced in
response to an irritant and to help
clear that irritant from the eyes
(this one explains why we cry when
chopping onions). When we talk
about crying we are usually refer-
ring to the third type of tears we hu-
‘mans produce, the emotional ones.

IS THERE AN ADVANTAGE TO
CRYING?

So why do we cry in response to
fear, sadness or pain? One strong
theory is that we do it to communi-
cate with others, letting people
around us know we are sad or
injured or to show submission,
signalling that we are not a threat.
As well as letting others kne
our intentions or needs, crying can
also help us express empathy and
increase our bonds with others. This
theory does support the fact that
there is an evolutionary advantage
to shedding tears.

HOW DO WE MAKE TEARS?

‘We produce tears in tears glands
(they are also called lacrimal glands)
and they are located just above each
eye. The tears then travel to each eye
via little ducts that open behind our
upper eye lids.

Our tear ducts are constantly
producing tears, to keep our eyes
clean and moist, but we don’t usually
even notice.

‘When we blink we wipe the tear
fluid over our eyes, keeping them
moist. This fluid is then drained off
from the eyes through more ducts. It
is only when we start producing a lot
more tears that we start to notice
them. The ducts that drain the fluid
away cannot cope with all the extra
tears and they start to run down our
cheeks.

The regions of the brain that
control tear production in the tear
glands are the hypothalamus and
basal ganglia. Both of these areas
play a role in controlling our
emotional responses.

'WHAT ARE TEARS MADE OF?

Different tears have different
compositions. Reflex and basal tears
are mostly made up of salty water.
They also contain enzymes that kill
bacteria and vitamins and minerals.

Emotional tears also contain
proteins, called hormones that can
change how we feel.

BACKTO WHY WE CRY

So why do we cry? Apart from
cleaning our eyes, clearing irritants
and helping to communicate feelings
of sadness, happiness or empathy
with others, crying probably has a
direct effect on our emotional state
as well.

Emotional tears contain several
‘hormones that are produced at times
of stress. Crying may be a way of
removing these stress hormones,
reducing their levels in the body and
calming us down.

Crying can produce physical
changes in our body too; when we
cry our heart rate changes and our
breathing is altered.

Sometimes we cry because it
makes us feel better and that sounds
like as good a reason as any.

W Naomi is a science communicator
and mother to three inquisitive children.
She can be found at sciencewows.ie
M Feel free to email your questions to
drhowsciencewows@gmail.com
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Blasket a
victim of
success?

T°S commonplace nowadays to hear con-
cerns about the impact of large numbers
of visitors on wild places. Croagh Patrick,
in Co Mayo, where there’s glaring erosion
from the footfall of tens of thousands of

pilgrims, is an example.

However, almost a century ago, there were
similar worries about an influx of tourists to
the Great Blasket Island, in Co Kerry, after
the island and a few of its inhabitants became
quite famous following the publication of a
number of books in the 1920s about life there.
Aliterary wave hit the island, it could be said.

More recently, nature lovers highlighted
threats to wild birds on Skellig Michael, in Co
Kerry, because it was chosen as a location for
the shooting of Star Wars films. Already,
numbers going to Skellig are limited and the
same will happen on the Great Blasket if plans
to designate it a national historic park (al-
ready about 20 years in gestation) ever come
to pass. There are organised boat trips to the
Blasket, which many visitors take, while its
mystique continues to grow.

The Blasket library is also expanding and
the latest book is a biography of Tomas O
Criomhthain, author of the memoir, An
tOileanach (; The Islandman), and other works.
He spent his entire life on the island and was a
jack of all trades; a carpenter, stonemason,
fisherman, turfcutter, gardener, rabbit
hunter and someone who, along other island-
ers, salvaged shipwrecks.

“You can’t live on the scenery,” he once
said, memorably, saying that a person had
to be a multi-tasker to survive in such an
environment.

In the biography, The Blasket Islandman,
author Gerald Hayes says the island’s grow-
ing fame and corresponding rise in visitor
numbers became a problem. The influx be-
came something of a nuisance, interfering
with the islanders’ daily work and people
galore calling to see O Criomhthain’s house.

O Criomhthain wrote that, on holidays,
people could be seen making for the islands in
boats from every direction.

“They don’t leave either without their
dinner. Someone said that you'd think that
the islanders were paid by the Government to
prepare tea for them every Sunday and holi-
day,” he noted wryly.

One observer, Mairin Nic Eoin, felt tourism
‘was contributing to the erosion of the native
lifestyle that had made the island popular in
the first place.

Much of the island, abandoned in 1953, is
now owned by the Office of Public Works,
which is also restoring the old village.

Conservation works have also taken place
to several other historic houses on the island
and further works are planned. Around 10,000
people land each year, but it doesn’t yet have a
public toilet, but one is planned.

andering around Horse Island,

visitors must take the utmost care

lest they suffer the same fate as

the numerous sheep that have

fallen headlong to their doom
down deep mine shafts.

There are several of them on the island,
the remnants of the once-thriving copper
industry on the island which operated from
1820 to 1874 as well as all along the Mizen

insula and which t
of people.

The Topographical Dictionary Of Ireland
in 1837 reported that the mines yielded very
pure ore and were extensively worked by
the West Cork Mining Company. The ore
‘was sold in Swansea “at a high price”.

Horse Island, Oiledn an Chapaill, is one
of nine Horse Islands in Ireland. The Co
Cork island lies 500m off Rosbrin between
the villages of Ballydehob and Schull in
Roaringwater Bay in the Mizen Peninsula.
In 1841 the population peaked at 137 people,

Of the old population the last man to live
on the island was Paddy McCarthy who left
in 1965. He bought a farm at Rosbrin, raised
his family, and still farms there today. He
says it was a tough life on Horse Island. He
says people tend to have a romanticised
view of what life was like on the islands in
those days.

“I'hear the youngsters romanticising
about it but I wouldn’t like anyone belong-
ing to me to have to live there, it was too
hard to make a living.”

In Paddy’s time, there were five families
on the island.

“Myself and my mother Bridgie Regan,
were the last off the island,” says Paddy.
“My brother Connie was trawling and he
was there too that day. Joe Jones from
Skibbereen left earlier, and Florrie
McCarthy left just before us. There were
nine of them and they lived next door.”

His parents Jeremiah and Bridgie
farmed and fished and one source of in-
come was selling butter at Tom Vaughan’s

Horse Island in the foreground which once had a thriving mining industry. From 1820 to 1874
hundreds of people were employed at copper mines on the island.
Inset: The last of the old population to leave the island, Paddy McCarthy from Rosbrin, Co Cork.

Picture: Terri Kearney
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most of whom were employed in the mines.

shops in Dereennatra and Ballydehob. As
there were no fridges and the butter could
melt before it was brought for sale, it pres-
ented a challenge to get it to market in a
saleable condition. An ingenious solution
was found.

“It was a quarter of a mile from where we
lived to store the butter,” says Paddy.
“There were three mine shatts there. There
was very cold water on the level coming in
from the beach where they were able to
harden and store the butter before selling it
in Ballydehob. It was hard way of making a
shilling.”

As small boys Paddy and his brother
Connie attended school at Rosbrin.

“My father would ferry us over to school
and he’d collect us in the evening. In
November the weather would often be too
bad though.”

Day-to-day life for the young lads was
spent helping on the farm.

“We would do jobs for the parents but
we'd be doing the mick often. I had birds’
nests and I’ d g0 and see them a couple of
times a

Of course life had its downsides with
drowning an ever-present threat for the
fishermen. Then one of paddy’s sisters
died. She was buried on the mainland at

Stouke, as there was an old piseog that if
they changed the family grave (from
Schull) they wouldn’t get sick or die any
‘more. But two more sisters died anyway.

For entertainment the lads would some-
times visit the mainland.

“We used to go to Ballydehob for a bit of
dancing some nights,” he says. “There was
an old dance hall there. And in to the Town
Hall in Skibbereen too.

/e had a radio with a wet battery, that
would have to be taken out and charged. We
had the radio since the early 50s. We lis-

tened to RTE or Radio Luxembourg or the
BBC and you'd learn about current affairs.
And we'd play cards as well.”
Today, Horse Island is privately owned
by Dubliner Adrian Fitzgibbons.

“The lsland is completely private includ-
ing its pier,” says Adrian.

“However, access to the island’s beaches
from the sea is no problem. Indeed, small
flotillas of boats can be found moored off
the beaches during the summer with many
people having picnics etc.”

W How to get there: Pleasure craft can visit the
beach only.

W Other: Thanks to the Skibbereen

Heritage Centre for arranging the

interview with Paddy.

Heron-masters intrigued by blizzard-battling Ron

he ravens have built their nest
at their traditional site at
Coomalacha, on the Seven Heads
in West Cork, as they do every
vear. I'm glad to hear this.

It’s a well-sheltered ledge on the
north side of a steep cove the narrow
mouth of which faces east, its
back turned to the prevailing
sou'westerlies. Nevertheless, it must
have been as wild as the Gates of Hell
during the recent Arctic weather.
Smart birds, the pair didn’t attempt to

nest until it was all over. They must
have felt it coming.
I've been watching these birds for 20

Damien Enright

years and kept records for 17. During
my Raven Watch years, they’ve always
built in February, and the chicks have
flown by the second week in May. It
will be interesting, given the late start,
to see when they’ll be fledged and
flown this year.

As I write this in La Gomera in the
Canaries on April 13, I make a note to
go out to the cliffs to see how they’re
getting on when I'm at home later

hardly forget anyway. Also, I'll be at
‘home from the third week of April, so
T'll be able to monitor the fledging and
flying of the brood.

'he millennium year saw five
chicks “glossy feathered” on April 14.
1In 2001 it was May 2 before the two,
only, chicks were fledged, while in 2002
there were “four fully feathered, big as
adults” ready to leave on April 24. Last
year three were in “full feather” by
April 28.

Regarding when they start, I see the
nest is usually built and lined in the
second week in February, but was
already in construction on January 22
in 2005. A typical nesting and rearing
cycle was 2013 when the nest was

damien.enright@examiner.ie

completed by February 21 and on May
5, Inoted: “Five ravens all fledged and
started flying. Herons standing beside
this week for St Patrick’s Day. I'd nests.”

The nests the herons were standing
beside were, of course, their own, built
on the crowns of beech trees 20m-plus
tall, again traditional sites, in the local
woods.

My wife and I and other local
heron-watchers have wondered how
the colony will fare this year. All those
massive nesting trees were knocked
like ninepins by Hurricane Ophelia
and Storm Brian, and when I left on
February 9 only one nest had been
built, with a parent bird daily on
sentry duty beside it. How did this bird
fare during the deluges, storms and
blizzards?

In heavy rains, ravens will sit on
their eggs, spreading their big wings

like canopies over them; they will sit
like this for hours, and overnight; survive?
whatever it takes o protect the
progeny, whatever is within their
power, they will supply. However, in
the face of the wrath of the heavens, as
experienced by nature and mankind,

Ron the heron takes a walk. We'll never knnw how herons ride out blizzards.

alike, this springtime how could they

Trees in other places on the south-
ern shore of Courtmacsherry Bay
had weathered the storms of October,
and our ‘indigenous’ herons, cruelly
dispossessed by the heavens, could set

up homes elsewhere, although they
‘would not have the luxury of old
foundations to build on, and the

rearings in years before.
The bay shore around, above, and
beyond the village is unusually well

the Earl of Shannon, descendant of
Richard Boyle, the major planter of

personal domain. “The house nf the
planter is known by the trees...
Austin Clarke’s poem puts it.

devastated woods and view
that solitary nest high on
that lone beech tree even

the ravens.
Our neighbours, the Kevin and

in 2011, we rescued as a scrawny,
threatened on the floor of our local

and airborne status in our garden,

absent himself for more than a day.
‘Where would he have sheltered?

Would he have canoodled up with his
this-year’s partner somewhere deep in
the snow-free canopy of a sheltering

Scots pine? When I arrive home this
week, I'll ask him. He won’t tell me,

like to know.

reassurance of building on nests that
had supported full-term hatchings and

forested having been the residence of

southwest Cork, who, like other land-
lords, had grown trees (ironically, the
usual verb is ‘planted’) all around his

hen I get home, I'll visit those

before I go to the cliffs to see

Beth Hanly, heron-masters (or heron
servants) in our absence, report that
during the snow, Ron, the heron that,

flightless fledgling wandering lost and
‘wood and raised ‘hands-off’ to juvenile
didn’t appear for his usual free lunch

for three days during the heavy snows.
Only in the mating season does he

and we'll never know how herons ride
out blizzards. It's something I'd really

Rlchard Collms

richard.colli ie

Resilient
ravens
show
species
reversal

ccording to the law of entropy, change

occurs in only one direction. You can’t

get coal back from cinders, nor is it

any use crying over spilt milk. Every-

thing is moving relentlessly towards
a state of total disorder. The universe will
cool to a uniform temperature everywhere.
Sometime, in the far distant future, great
heaps of amorphous ‘stuff’, drifting silently
in pitch-black darkness, will be all that
remains of our world.

Evolution mirrors entropy in the way it
proceeds; populations tend to fragment into
races over time. Each line goes its separate
‘way, most soon dying out. Others become
species in their own right and then they too
fragment. Does the opposite ever happen?
Can divided sub-populations come back
together and merge? ‘Species reversal’, or

‘reticulate evolution’, is rare but Anna
Kearns of the Smithsonian Genomics centre
says two lineages of raven “have been caught
in the act” of reuniting in north America.

The common raven, the world’s largest
crow, exists on both sides of the Atlantic. It's
not a migrant, so Old and New World ones
don’t encounter each other. Long separated
by the ocean, and living in very different
environments, each of the two populations
developed its own unique characteristics.
However, all common ravens alive today,
including Irish ones, are deemed to belong to
a single species.

Eighteen years ago, Kevin Omland of the
University of Maryland began examining
raven mitochondria. By studying these
power sources of the cells, he hoped to find
evidence that there had once been separate
01d and New World raven types. Analysing
data from hundreds of specimens, he
managed to identify distinct lineages. It
seems that, between one and two million

Two Imeages of raven ‘have been caught in the
act’ of reuniting in north America.

years ago, the raven population split three
ways. Each group followed its own evolution-
ary path, becoming a distinct species. The
descendants of one of them, the white-necked
raven, still live in Mexico and the southern
US. Omland called the other two types
‘Holarctic’ ravens and ‘Californian’ ones.
The Holarctics evolved in what are now
Alaska Russia and Norway, while the
Californians lived further south.

'wo of Omland’s research students, exam-
ining raven mitochondria in the southern
US, found evidence that the Californian and
Holarctic lines merged. The vagaries of
ancient climate change brought the two
groups back together. Instead of each one
doing its own thing the two populations
interbred.

They have been producing viable hybrids
for “at least tens of thousands of years”. This
according to the authors, writing in Nature
Communications, is the strongest evidence
yet found of ‘species reversal’.

These results are of special interest
because we ourselves are products of ‘lineage
fusion’. Homo sapiens first appeared in
Africa around 200,000 years ago. It's known
that at least three other types of human
were alive then. The Neanderthals roamed
much of Europe and Asia until about 30,000
years ago. Remains of the less well-known
Denisovans, who lived in Siberia, also
date from that time. A third, even more
mysterious, hominid has left traces in
modern human .

For reasons unknown, all of these other
humans became extinct. Or did they? In a
weird sense they didn’t disappear, at least
not completely. Analysis of our genome
shows it contains chunks of DNA from all
three of the other hominids. It seems that our
ancestors, like those of the American ravens,
interbred with their distant cousins. We too
are composite beings.

W Anna Kearns et al. ‘Genomic evidence of
speciation reversal in ravens’.
Nature Communications. March 2018.



PENN3 NMOATrOTOBWUJIA TPYIMIMA "What's News" VK.COM/WSNWS

Irish Examiner
Monday, 19032018

@irishexaminer

@ Wi iner.com

Edited by Des 0'Driscoll Monday, 19 March, 2018

As Don Mclean
gets ready for an
Irish tour, he tells
Lorraine Wylie
why he’s still
making records
almost 50 years
after his

debut album

TS been almost fifty year:
Don McLean penned American
Pie, the song that launched his
career. A string of hits, including
“Vincent’, an homage to the artist
Vincent Van Gogh, helped cement his
reputation as a gifted song writer.

Now, at 72, McLean shows no sign
of slowing down. As part of his 2018
tour he’s gearing up for a visit to
Ireland when, he’ll introduce fans to
his latest album, Botanical Gardens.
Taking time out from a busy sched-
ule, McLean starts the conversation
with a trip down memory lane.

“You know, I've so many fond
memories of Ireland,” he says, in a
lazv American drawl.

“My first trip over was in 1972
when I stayed at the Gresham Hotel,
in a grand top floor suite. Sup-
posedly, Liz and Dick [Elizabeth
Taylor and Richard Burton] also
stayed there. I remember the place
being bigger than my house and had
lovely peat fireplaces which I enjoyed
very much. The show was held in a
movie theatre across the street from
the hotel. We had a great night but
afterwards, when I returned to the
Gresham, the whole audience was
there. Over three thousand people
had surrounded the bu]ldmg Ttwasa
welcome I never forgot.”

The young star was even more
impressed by Ireland’s talent. “My
favourite Irish performers were the
original Clancy Brothers. I know all
their songs,” he says. “I even had the
chance to play banjo on several
tracks of one of their albums, Clancy
Brothers Greatest Hits. It was quite a
thrill for the young Don.”

Unfortunately, his own debut
album, Tapestry, proved a less exhil-
arating experience.

“Getting Tapestry out there was
the hardest damn thing I've ever
done,” he says. “I was adding songs
in, then taking them out again, it was
incredibly stressful. One minute the
record company liked it and I'd think
Thad a deal. Then they changed their
mind and I'd have to start all over
again. I think the problem was that
each song was so different and they
didn’t know what to make of it. In the
end Tapestry found a home with the
greatest record man of all time - Alan
Livingstone at Mediarts. He believed
in me and thought I had talent. I'm
not sure I'd have been a success with-
out him.”

Livingstone’s show of confidence
is a sharp contrast to his father’s
attitude at home.

“My father had Scottish roots and
was a very down to earth kind of a
guy,” he says. “He thought music was
more of a distraction, not something

Don McLean playing
in Vicar Street in
2015. The Marquee in
Cork features among
his upcoming tour
datesin Ireland.

Picture: G. McDonnell /
VIPIRELAND

Music still makes him smile

to choose as a career. He wanted me
to work in an office but, I was deter-
mined to do my own thing.”

McLean might have dreamed of a
music career but his early aspir-
ations seem somewhat limited.

“Well I knew when I got my guitar
that I could write songs. My thought
was that maybe I could get on stage

e My favourite
Irish performers
were the original
Clancy Brothers.
I know all

their songs

as an opening act,” he explains. “I

“And

Australia. I was walking through

knew if I could do that, I'd definitely
make an impact. You know, make
them realise I was there. But I never
imagined anything much beyond
that.”

As it turned out, McLean'’s songs
have set the benchmark for success.
Hits like ‘American Pie’, ‘Vincent’,

“Castles in the Air’ and the beautiful
ballad ‘And I Love You So’ all share
the same elusive component that
makes them timeless. So what is the
magic formula?

“OhIdon’tknow,” he laughs. “It’s
impossible to say because, really, all
songs are unique. You put them out
there and they take on a life of their
own, younever know what’ll happen.
But there are some basic ingredients.
Firstly, you need a strong melody,
that’s the most important thing.
Then you’ll have to have a good
chorus that captures what you want
to say. Next come the lyrics that tell
the story.”

He pauses before adding...
you'll also need a lot of luck!”
ver the decades, the star has seen

many changes in the music scene.

“It’s not the same now. But then
it's a different world now. Back in the
1950s and '60s, when I was growing
up, life was much quieter. There
‘were less cars and, not everyone had
a phone or a television. If people
wanted to watch something on the
TV, they’d go round to someone who
owned one and watch it there. Even
in our house, there’s wasn’t a lot of
dialogue. It meant we had to time to
think. Now, it’s constant mayhem
and noise. People spend time chasing
useless information, attention spans
are shorter, there’s no time to just sit
and be quiet so it’: s bound to have an
impact on music.”

The conversation turns toward his
latest album, Botanical Gardens.

“The really is a great album,” he
says. "It was inspired by the

them and thinking about being
young. So, I guess you could say the
album is really a story about dream-
ing. It’s about youth and romance.

“You know, I think that romance is
one of the things we've lost today.
People are so technologically
minded, they forget about the beauty
in life.

“They believe in sex rather than
romance and don’t understand the
best part of life is its poetry. We ig-
nore the lovely and focus on ugly as-
pects like crime and violence. I like to
think this album is one of the prettier
things.”

McLean'’s personal life hasn’t been
without incident. In 2016, he pleaded
guilty a domestic violence charge
against his then wife Patrisha

cLean, and the charges were subse-

quently dismissed when he fulfilled

the terms of a plea agreement. The

couple were subsequently divorced.
‘When he isn’t writing or touring,

Botanical Gardens in Sydney,

McLean enjoys spending time at his
home in the state of Maine. “In my
professional life, 'm on stage, sur-
rounded by people screaming and
shouting at me, sometimes they even
throw things,” he chuckles.

“But, in private, I like to get away
from everyone. I love being in the
countryside, spending time with my
children and two lovely grand-
daughters. Sometimes I'll be around
my horses but the thing I enjoy most
is browsing around shopping for an-
tiques.

“I'm very into Oriental rugs at the
minute. I don’t know what it is but
whether its mundane things like
fixing the roof or buying a gorgeous
old table, I love making my home
beautiful.”

W Don McLean’s upcoming gigs in
Ireland include Vicar Street, Dublin, May
20-23; University Concert Hall Limerick,
June 1-2; and Marquee, Cork, June 14

Creating images of the healing power of plants

LANTS save lives. Aspirin
comes from willow bark,
chemotherapy drug Taxol has
its origins in the Pacific Yew
tree, and digoxin, a medicine
commonly used to treat cardiac
arrhythmia, comes from foxgloves.

A new exhibition in the Lewis
Glucksman gallery at UCC explores
the plant origins of six important
medicines. The artist behind the
work has ample reason to respect the
role plants play in medicine: as a
diabetic, her life depends on
metformin, amedicine with origins in
goats rue, a plant commonly found
growing on waste ground in the UK.

“When I was making the artwork I
thought, this is my story,” Francoise
Sergy says. “I wanted to celebrate this
plant that made thc drug that’s so
important to me.”

In an intensive three-year project,
Sergy spoke to patients, scientists and
clinicians, photographed labs, grew
the plants from seed, and witnessed
experiments. The result, The Fox Got
You, is a large-scale body of work that
pushes against the increasingly
permeable membrane between arts
and sciences without ever being
transported across it.

Sergy is one of a growing number of
artists to embrace this cross-over
between arts and scientists, dubbed
STEAM.

“I'm not a scientist, but 'm very
good at asking questions,” Sergy
says. “As an artist, you can have an
overview, an umbrella vision that
brings people together. Sometimes
I'm not really explaining the science
but making it more emotional and
visual; I guess I'm telling the story.”

An exhibition at

the Glucksman
highlights how many
medicines have
come from the the
natural world,
writes Ellie O'Byrne

Sergy’s career can be divided into
three distinct phases. As a young
‘woman, she arrived in the UK from
her native Switzerland to study
contemporary dance, and worked in
performance arts, with an emphasis
on the body, feminist aesthetics and
medical imaging. But in her 40s,
following a knee injury, she found
herself drawn more and more to-
wards photography and away from
the physically punishing medium of
contemporary dance.

I stopped performing,” she
says. “I finished one show and
didn’t have an idea for an-
other, so I thought it was a
sign to move on. I told myself
Icould go back o performing
and adapt if T wanted to.”

Aself-taught photographer,
Sergy began to focus on visual
arts. “Then,” she says, smiling,
“Ifell in love with plants.”

“Ineeded to earn more money, so I
started gardening for people and I
realised I knew nothing, so I trained
in horticulture and that has shifted

my practice: now, I'm both
a gardener and an artist.”
Approached via what she de-
scribes as “the serendipity of the

internet”, Sergy, who has toured The
Fox Got You in hospitals and botanic
gardens in the UK, was invited by
UCC’s school of Biological, Earth and

The Greenhouse from the the Fox Got You exhibition at the Glucksman at
UCG; inset, photographer/scientist Francoise Sergy.

Environmental Sciences (BEES) to
display her work in UCC.

Her eyes light up when she tells the
story of the plants she’s studied: she
describes how aspirin was discovered
by an English vicar searching for
marsh-loving plants to cure the
symptoms of “the ague”, as malaria

was then known, when the disease
swept England in the 19th century.

“My love of plants is to do with how
they create an environment for us,
and the well-being and little patches
of heaven they give us access to,” she
says.

Sergy is not a herbalist, and
deliberately steered clear of untested
traditional folk medicines, the better
todelve into the hard science that has
gone into isolating and synthesising
plant molecules for medicine.

“I wanted to celebrate plants that
‘made major drugs,” she says.

“Obviously, there are many herbs
that have been used and plants that
have been studied, but I wanted to
show how important plants are in our
lives even when they’re invisible.”

Sergy’s exhibition includes books,
photographs, photographic collages,
audio recordings of interviews, plant
cuttings and a large greenhouse
installation, lit from within by LED
lighting.

Tn the section on metformin, it also
contains three self-portraits, reveal-
ing her personal connection to the
drug.

One Sweets Orgy, is derived froma
1987 performance piece involving
photography, shows Sergy covered in
sweets. It's an image that predates
her own diagnosis with Type 2 dia-
betes.

“Why I chose that imagery then, T
don’tknow,” she says. “It became this
premonition of becoming dlabeuc be-
cause diabetes is in my family.”

B The Fox Got You is at the Lewis
Glucksman Gallery in UCC until
March 28

THINGS

10 DO
THIS WEEK

|theatre|

WAITING FOR GODOT
Druid bring their production of Beckett's
classic to Cork as part of an extensive
Irish tour.
W Everyman, Cork, Tues-Fri

2 |album|

JACK WHITE

The former White Stripe is never less than
interesting on an album that occasionally
strays into the realm of bonkers as he
continues to push rock music’s bound-

W Boarding House Reach, out Friday

|theatre|

Grief Is The Thing With Feathers
The latest collaboration between Enda
Walsh and Cillian Murphy begins its run at
the Black Box in Galway before moving to
Dublin.
W Black Box, Galway, until March 24

4|9|9|

LEE ‘SCRATCH’ PERRY

The reggae legend plays four dates in Ire-
land over the next week.

W Thursday, Cyprus Avenue, Cork

|festival |

Dingle International Film Festival
Black '47 and The Camino Voyage are
among the new Irish films being shown at
the annual event in the Kerry town
W dinglefilmfestival.com, Thurs-Sun

Des O’Driscoll
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Republicans urge Trump to let Mueller do his job

Susan Cornwell and
Doina Chiacu

Republican senators warned
US president Donald Trump
yesterday not to fire special
counsel Robert Mueller, and
said the president must let
federal investigators looking
into Russian meddling in the
US election do their jobs.

The Republican president
has renewed his Twitter
attacks on both the Federal
Bureau of Investigation and
Mueller’s probe since the

firing on Friday of the
bureau’s former deputy
director Andrew McCabe,
two days before he was
eligible to retire on a full
pension.

Republican senator Jeff
Flake, who has criticised
Trump, said the president’s
latest comments appeared to
be aimed at the firing of
Mueller. Republican senator
Lindsey Graham said if
Trump were to dismiss
Mueller it would mark “the
beginning of the end of his

presidency”. AshLee Strong,
spokeswoman for Republi-
can house speaker Paul
Ryan, said: “As the speaker
has always said, Mr Mueller
and his team should be able
to do their job.”

e comments under-
scored the risks for Trump
if he goes too far to thwart
the federal probe. “I don’t
know what the designs are
on Mueller, but it seems to be
building toward that (firing
him), and I just hope it
doesn’t go there, because it

can’t. We can’t in Congress
accept that,” Flake told
CNN's State of the Union.

“So I would expect to see
considerable push-back in
the next couple of days,
urging the president not to
go there.

In a series of tweets over
the weekend, Trump accused
the FBI leadership of lies,
corruption, and leaking
information. He called the
Russia probe a politically-
motivated witch hunt. “The
Mueller probe should never

have been started, in that
there was no collusion and
there was no crime,” he said.

Yesterday, he attacked
former FBI director James
Comey and McCabe, top
officials who were involved
in the Russia probe and
subsequently fired.

The US intelligence
community has concluded
that Moscow conducted an
influence campaign aimed at
swaying the 2016 presiden-
tial election to Trump over
Democratic candidate

Hillary Clinton. Mueller is
investigating the Russian
meddling and any possible
collusion with the Trump
campaign.

On Saturday, Trump’s
personal lawyer John Dowd
urged the Justice Depart-
ment official overseeing
Mueller, Rod Rosenstein, to
“bring an end to alleged
Russia collusion investi-
gation manufactured by
McCabe s boss James
Comy

Repubhcan US Represen-

tative Trey Gowdy criticised
Dowd in an interview with
Fox News Sunday.

“I think the president’s
attorney, frankly, does him a
disservice when he says that
and when he frames the
investigation that way,”
Gowdy said. “If you have an
innocent client, Mr Dowd,
act like it.”

White House legislative
affairs director Marc Short
said the Trump team was
fully co-operating in the
Mueller investigation.

Rebels in
Ghouta

negotiate
with UN

B Militia opposing Bashar al-Assad
pledges to guarantee civilian safety

Suleiman al-Khalidi
and Lisa Barrington

The main rebel group in the
southern pocket of Syria’s
opposition-held eastern
Ghouta said yesterday it was
negotiating with a United
Nations delegation about a
ceasefire, aid and the evacu-
ation of urgent medical
cases.

“We are engaged in ar-
ranging serious negotiations
to guarantee the safety and
protection of civilians,” said
Wael Alwan, the Istanbul-
based spokesman for Failaq
al-Rahman.

“The most important
points under negotiation are
a ceasefire, ensuring aid for
civilians and the exit of
medical cases and injured
people needing treatment
outside Ghouta.”

ut a general evacuation
of civilians and rebels was
not on the table, he said.

In a month-long assault,
pro-Syrian government
forces have marched into
much of eastern Ghouta, the
last major insurgent bastion
around Damascus.

Troops have splintered
Ghouta into three besieged
zones in one of the bloodiest
offensives of the seven-year
war, with rebels facing their
worst defeat since the battle
of Aleppo in 2016.

number of patients
requiring urgent medical at-
tention have been evacuated
from the northern pocket
and some aid has entered
there. This has not yet hap-
pened in the southern
pocket.

Figures close to the two
main rebel groups — Failaq
al-Rahman in the south and
Jaish al-Islam in the north —
have told Reuters dis-
cussions are underway for
the transfer of Failaq al-Rah-
man and Jaish al-Islam fight-
ers to opposition-held areas
in northern and southern
Syria respectively.

After a morning of calm,
shelling and ground battles
resumed across eastern
Ghouta yesterday afternoon,
the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said.

The United Nations office
for the coordination of hu-
manitarian affairs (OCHA)
said on Thursday at least
20,000 people had left eastern
Ghﬂuta in the past week,
most from the southern
pocket through the Ham-
mouriyeh area. The Observ-
atory said about 50,000 had
left the southern pocket in
the past 72 hours and thou-
sands left yesterday.

Yesterday, president Bas-
har al-Assad visited army
positions in Syria’s eastern
Ghouta, Syrian state media
reported.

“In the line of fire in east-
ern Ghouta... president
Assad with heroes of the Sy-
rian Arab army,” a caption
said next to photographs of
Assad in a crowd of men in
military gear, some perched
on top of tanks.

The Syrian army opened a
corridor near Hammouriyeh
this week and civilians have
been making their way out
towards army positions on
foot, hauling their belong-
ings with them.

OCHA said conditions for
those remaining in eastern
Ghouta are dire: “There is
limited food, with reports of
the usual ration of bread for
one day being consumed
over the period of a week to
10 days; insufficient sani-
tation and hygiene support
for those living in base-
ments, and increased risk of
communicable disease.”

Meanwhile, Turkish
forces and their Syrian rebel
allies swept into the north-
western Syrian town of Afrin
yesterday, raising their flags
and declaring control after
an eight-week campaign to
drive out Kurdish YPG
forces.

W Reuters

A member of a military musicband yawns, during an oath-taking ceremony yesterday, at a meeting of China’s National People’s Congress at
the Great Hall of the People, in Beijing. The president, Xi Jinping, was unanimously reappointed.

Xi propaganda in full swing

Ben Blanchard

With pictures of ecstatic
citizens standing in applause
and of happily tearful legis-
lators, China’s propaganda
drive has kicked into high
gear, following Xi Jinping’s
unanimous reappointment
as president.

Xi’s face dominated the
front pages of major Sunday
newspapers, many carrying
the same editorial from the
ruling Communist Party’s
official People’s Daily. The
editorial used language redo-
lent of Mao Zedong to say Xi
was a “leader loved and re-
spected by the people” and
“helmsman of the country”.

“The voyage of a great
country cannot do without a
helmsman,” the paper wrote.

The military’s official
People’s Liberation Army
Daily pledged its loyalty to Xi
in its editorial, saying his
election would ensure the
country’s long-term peace
and stability. Xi is also head
of the armed forces, the
world’s largest.

ere was never any
doubt that the largely
rubber-stamp parliament

Chinese president, Xi Jinping, taking an oath of allegiance to the

constitution.

would re-elect Xi as presi-
dent, especially following a
constitutional amendment a
week earlier. That lifted
presidential term limits,
meaning Xi can stay on in-
definitely,

While the amendment was
passed with just six dis-
senters — two ‘no’ votes,
three abstentions, and one
invalidated ballot — none of
the roughly 3,000 legislators
voted against Xi, a point

Picture: Ju Peng/Xinhua via AP

made repeatedly in state
media coverage.

State television showed
images, from the floor in the
Great Hall of the People, of
some legislators in tears,
after Xi swore an oath to the
constitution. His re-election
was described as a “solemn
and sacred historic mo-

In a moment of high politi-
cal theatre, a copy of the con-
stitution was carried onto

Picture: AP/Andy Wong

the main stage by three
members of the armed
forces. Other pictures on
state media showed ordinary
people standing in applause,
in front of television screens
around the country, at Xi’s
re-appointment.

The government has pres-
ented this month’s parlia-
ment session, and its contro-
versial removal of presiden-
tial term limits, as widely
welcomed, despite criticism
evading the censors and
seeping onto Chinese social
media. The web pages of
state media have supported
the government, even as the
comments sections have
either been disabled or only
show supportive remarks.

Late on Saturday, the
People’s Daily WeChat ac-
count went live with a game,
where players have 20 sec-
onds to press the screen as
many times as they can to
register a ‘like’ for all the
government’s achievements
of the past five years, Xi's
first term in office.

The top-rated comment
yesterday was one in which a
user said he had pressed
‘like’ 181 times.

North Korea leader ‘committed to

Tom Westbrook

South Korea’s foreign
minister says North Korea's
leader has “given his word”
that he is committed to
denuclearisation, a prime
condition for a potential
summit with US president
Donald Trump in May.

Mr Trump has agreed to
what would be historic talks
after South Korean officials
relayed that Kim Jong Un

‘was committed to ridding the
Korean Peninsula of nuclear
weapons and was willing to
halt nuclear and missile
tests.

North Korea has not pub-
licly confirmed the summit
plans, and a meeting place is
not known.

South Korea’s Kang
Kyung-wha said Seoul has
asked the North “to indicate
in clear terms the commit-
ment to denuclearisation”

and that Kim had “conveyed
that commitment.”

She told American TV net-
work CBS’s Face The Nation
that “he’s given his word”
and it’s “the first time that
the words came directly”
from the North’s leader.

Southeast Asian countries
and Australia said yesterday
they held “grave concerns”
about escalating tension
caused by North Korea’s nu-
clear and missile pro-

grammes and urged “irre-
versible” denuclearisation.

North Korea is pursuing
its weapons programmes in
defiance of UN Security
Council sanctions and has
boasted of its plans to devel-
op a missile capable of hit-
ting the US mainland.

It defends the programmes
as a deterrent against per-
ceived invasion plans by the
US, which stations 28,500
troops in South Korea.

denuclearisation’

“We strongly urge the
DPRK to immediately, and
fully, comply with its obli-
gations, under all relevant
United Nations Security
Council Resolutions,” the
Association of Southeast
‘Asian Nations (Asean) and
Australia said, in a joint dec-
laration, using the initials
for North Korea’s official
name.

The country’s nuclear and
ballistic missile development

“threaten regional and glo-
bal security”, the declaration
added, calling for the “com-
plete, verifiable, and irre-
versible denuclearisation” of
the nation.

Tensions have eased in
recent weeks, coinciding
with North Korea’s partici-
pation in the Winter Olym-
pics, in the South, last
month.

W Additional reporting by
Associated Press

No fears
ahead of
bridge
collapse

Zachary Fagenson

Engineers and state and
university officials met
hours before a new pedes-
trian bridge collapsed in
southern Florida, killing
six people, but concluded a
crack in the structure was
not a safety concern,
Florida International Uni-
versity said.

The meeting last Thurs-
day involved FIGG, which is
the private contractor for
the overall bridge design,
the school, Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation offi-
cials and Munilla Construc-
tion Management, which
installed the $14.2m
bridge.

A FIGG engineer “con-
cluded there were no safety
concerns and the crack did
not compromise the
structural integrity of the
bridge,” the university said
in a statement.

About three hours after
the meeting ended, the
950-ton bridge collapsed,
crushing vehicles stopped at
a traffic light on the eight-
lane roadway

Six people died, including
five whose bodies were re-
covered on Saturday as
‘workers pulled out vehicles
from the rubble, officials
sai

Authorities found what
they believe to be the last
body on Saturday, Miami-
Dade Police Department
director Juan Perez told a
news conference.

“We’re going to go once
again and make sure that
there’s nobody else down
there, but we’re pretty confi-
dent that no one’s left,” he
said.

Four of the victims found
on Saturday were identified
by police as Rolando Fraga
Hernandez, Oswald Gonza-
lez and Alberto Arias and
Alexa Duran.

Another victim, who died
in a hospital after the
collapse, was identified by
police as Navarro Brown.

The National Transpor-
tation Safety Board is inves-
tigating the reasons for the
bridge’s collapse. News of
the meeting between engin-
eers and officials followed a
revelation late on Friday
that the engineer overseeing
the bridge, which linked the
university campus with the
city of Sweetwater, had
called a state official two
days before the collapse to
report cracks.

However, the voicemail
message from FIGG’s lead
engineer Denney Pate, in-
cluding his assertion the
cracking posed no safety
issue, was not retrieved
until last Friday, a day after
the tragedy, according to the
state transportation agency.

Pate did not immediately
respond to email queries.

Scheduled to open in 2019,
the bridge would have pro-
vided safe passage over a
canal and six lanes of traffic
and created a showpiece
architectural feature con-
necting the campus of FIU
with the community of
Sweetwater, where many
students live.

M Reuters

German minister says EU
‘patronising’ on migration

Andrea Shalal

Germany’s interior minister
drew fire from across the
political spectrum yesterday
after accusing the European
Union of taking a patronis-
ing stance towards eastern
EU members about mi-
gration.

The remarks by Horst See-
hofer, a member of Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel’s CSU
Bavarian allies, put him at
odds with Merkel and her
centre-left Social Democratic
coalition partners.

is comments, reported by
the newspaper Die Welt am
Sonntag, came days after he
sparked a public outcry by
saying Islam did not belong
to Germany.

Merkel had already re-
buffed Seehofer last week,
saying that Germany’s four
million Muslims belonged to
the country, as did their re-
ligion.

Seehofer, a former Bavar-
ian premier, repeatedly criti-
cised Merkel for her hand-
ling of the 2015 migration
crisis. He has ratcheted up
his rhetoric in recent days,
keen to help his party win
back voters who defected in
large numbers to the far-
right Alternative for Ger-
many (AfD) in the September
24 national election.

Seehofer is taking a more
hardline stance on mi-
gration, security and the EU
as his party prepares for a
bruising fight in October

state elections in Bavaria.

ut members of his own
conservatives and the
centre-left Social Democrats,
junior partners in Merkel’s
“grand coalition”, accused
Seehofer and others of sow-
ing unrest with the new gov-
ernment just days after it
was sworn in.

Bernd Althusmann, who
heads conservatives in the
northern state of Lower Sa-
xony, urged the government
to get to work instead of fo-
cusing on tensions among
the coalmon partners.

e’re not going to
increase trust in the ability
of this difficult coalition to
govern through fights and
publicity stunts, but rather
through earnestness and

Germany's Horst Seehofer, whose remarks on the EU put him at odds

with Chancellor Angela Merkel.

energy,” he told Die Welt.
SPD deputy leader Ralf
Stegner told Die Welt his
party would not allow the co-
alition to “shift to the right”.
Johannes Kahrs, a
member of parliament and
spokesman for the SPD’s
conservative wing, accused
Seehofer of using his new
ministerial post to carry out
a Bavarian state campaign.

Picture: AP /Markus Schreiber

Seehofer criticised the EU
for its inability to control its
external borders and for
what he called a “moralis-
ing” tone towards eastern
European states who have
refused to take in asylum
seekers under an EU-wide
quota system.

Such an attitude was
“counter-productive,” said
Seehofer.

Zimbabwe goes
to the polls in July

Zimbabwe'’s first presiden-
tial and parliamentary elec-
tions since the end of former
strongman Robert Mugabe’s
long rule will take place in
July, President Emmerson
Mnangagwa has said.

The polls will be the first
major test of the new leader,
who took power in Novem-
ber after a de facto military
coup forced the 94-year-old
Mugabe to resign.

They will also be the first
without Mugabe’s name on
the ballot since indepen-
dence from Britain in 1980.

s a nation, party and
government, we are looking
forward to very peaceful,
transparent and harmonised
elections in July this year,”
Mnangagwa told reporters

after a meeting with South
African President Cyril Ra-
maphosa on Saturday night.

Mnangagwa, 75, said the
elections would be free of
the violence that gripped
previous polls and which
was one of the reasons for
strained relations between
Zimbabwe and the West.

“I have already invited all
political parties in Zimbabwe
to a roundtable where we all
commit ourselves to non-vi-
olence,” he added.

Mnanaggwa will have to
announce a date in an offi-
cial notice.

He has said he would
invite Western observers,
who had been banned under
Mugabe’s rule.

M Reuters

Vogue Williams and Spencer

Matthews.

Vogue Williams is
expecting a baby

TV presenter and model Vogue
Williams and Made In Chelsea
star Spencer Matthews are
expecting their first child. The
couple, who met in early 2017
while filming Channel 4 show
The Jump, recently announced
that they were engaged.

Ms Williams, 32, tweeted:
“Couldn’t be more delighted to
announce that we are expect-
ing our first baby! Being with
you @spencermatthews is the
best thing that has ever hap-
pened to me...”

Mr Matthews tweeted: “So...
I'm going to be a father!
Couldn't be happier to be shar-
ing these times with the love of
my life @voguewilliams.”

Picture: PA Wire

Seven sentenced to
die for shrine killing

A court in Bangladesh
sentenced seven militants to
death yesterday for killing a
shrine worker in 2015.
Bangladesh, a Muslim-majority
country of 160m people, is
facing growing militant
violence.

Shrine caretaker, Rahamat Ali,
60, was hacked to death in
November, 2015 in the north-
ern district of Rangpur. Six
others accused of the attack
were acquitted.

The convicted men were
members of the Jamaat-ul-Mu-
jahideen Bangladesh group.
Police believe the group, which
has pledged allegiance to
Islamic State, was responsible
for the July 2016 killing of 22
people in a restaurant.

Croatia declares
flood emergency

Croatia declared a state of
emergency yesterday, in its
central Kosinj valley, after the
Lika river flooded, cutting off
road access to about 500
people and leaving some
villages without electricity.
Mihael Kurtes, an official in the
Perusic municipality, said the
water level was rising by 5cm

er hour. Twenty houses have
been flooded, with others at
risk. Floods have been caused
by melting of heavy snow.

California gets first
female LGBT leader

California will see history made
on Wednesday as Toni Atkins
becomes the first woman and
first lesbian to hold the top job
in its senate.

Aformer assembly speaker, Ms
Atkins is taking over the post of
senate president for the time
being from fellow Democrat
Kevin de Leon as the chamber
gears up for election season
and faces thorny challenges
These include a reckoning over
sexual misconduct, a loss of
the Democratic super-majority,
and an icy relationship with the
state assembly.

Ms Atkins, whose colleagues
describe her as measured, said
she is not focused on making
headlines.

Charlize Theron: ‘Lost my father

to gun violence’. Picture: AP

Theron opposes
arming teachers

Actress Charlize Theron says
the idea of arming teachers,
after recent US school shoot-
ings or of “adding more guns”
to the situation, is “so
outrageous”.

The South African said: “I have
a very personal experience
with gun violence. | lost my
father to gun violence.”

She added: “I just don’t under-
stand when people try to make
the conversation, the argument
that the fix is more guns. Itis so
outrageous to me.

Theron addressed the Global
Education and Skills Forum, in
Dubai, at the weekend.
Theron said people should
“listen to our kids” to solve the
problem.

President revokes
state of emergency

Sri Lanka president Maithripala
Sirisena said yesterday that he
had lifted a nationwide state of
emergency imposed on March
6 following buddhist-muslim
clashes.

“Upon assessing the public
safety situation, | instructed to
revoke the state of emergency
from midnight yesterday,”
Sirisena said on Twitter.

He declared a state of
emergency to curb communal
violence after buddhists and
muslims clashed in Kandy. Two
people were killed and proper-
ties and mosques damaged.
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Central Bank vacancies ‘concerning’

Padraig Hoare

Turnover in senior roles at
the Central Bank is a source
for concern with vacancies
in key roles unacceptably
high, says Fianna Fail
spokesman for finance,
Michael McGrath. The claim
followed the revelation by
Finance Minister Paschal
Donohoe that there are
six senior managerial roles
vacant in the Central Bank.
There are also six senior
manager roles within the
watchdog that are currently
illed on an acting basis, as of
mid-January, according to
the minister’s response to a
parliamentary question

regarding vacancies by Mr
McGrath. Three of those
vacancies arose because of
personnel being transferred
to other priority areas, the
minister said.

Ongoing growth in the
scale of the international
finance sector, expanded
regulation and inspection
processes were some of the
reasons why the Central
Bank needed to recruit in
recent years, the minister
said. There were around 152
active roles being recruited
within the Central Bank in
November, with a recruit-
ment time of more than
eight weeks on average.
There were 35 senior man-

agement roles filled in 2017.

h said: “The
turnover of personnel at
senior levels within the
Central Bank is certainly a
source of concern. It has
been apparent for some time
now that the Central Bank
is finding it increasingly dif-
ficult to attract and retain
people for the most senior
roles in the organisation.
The vacancy rate across
key functions of the bank is
unacceptably high.”

He said the Central Bank
and other financial regula-
tory authorities were suffer-
ing from increasingly
attractive roles in the private
sector.

“The market for highly
qualified and experienced
people is buoyant across the
financial services sector and
this is undoubtedly having
an impact on regulatory
authorities including our
Central Bank.

He called on the watchdog
to raise the issue with Mr
Donohoe if the vacancies
‘were impacting its role.

“If the Central Bank has
any concerns about the
impact this issue is having
on its ability to perform its
functions, it needs to raise
these with the Minister for
Finance and offer up some
suggested solutions,” Mr
McGrath said.

Free trade pledge at G20 summit

Germany and Argentina
‘want to uphold a pledge to
keep international trade
free at a summit of the
world’s largest economies
in Buenos Aires this week,
their finance ministers said.

Argentina’s treasury
minister Nicolas Dujovne,
the host of the summit of
G20 finance ministers and
central bank governors, said
the aim was to reach an
agreement sustaining the
benefits of free trade.

‘His words were echoed by
Germany’s finance minister
Olaf Scholz.

Scholz said protectionism
could harm economic pros-
pects and said that Germany

‘would continue talks to dis-
suade the US from imposing
planned punitive steel and
aluminium tariffs.

He said he would under-
score the importance of free
trade for the global economy
when he meets US treasury
secretary Steven Mnuchin.

Free trade had a decisive
role to play in securing
future growth, said Scholz.

“That’s why it would be
difficult if protectionism
played a bigger role,” he
said. Scholz said Germany
had a clear position on the
planned US tariffs, and
hoped further discussions
with US officials could
help avert a looming trade

war with the EU.

German economy min-
ister Peter Altmaier warned
the US against trying to
drive a wedge between
Germany and the rest of
Europe with import tariffs,
and said a global trade war
‘would harm producers and
consumers.

Altmaier said he prepared
for his meetings with US offi-
cials in close co-ordination
with EU Trade Commis-
sioner Cecilia Malmstrom.

“We are a customs union
and act jointly. It cannot
be in the interest of the
US government to divide
Europe, and it also would
ot succeed,” he said.

German chancellor
Angela Merkel spoke with
Chinese president Xi Jinp-
ing about the proposed US
tariffs, and underscored the
importance of multilateral
co-operation on global trade.

The two leaders agreed to
work on solutions for excess
capacity in world steel mar-
kets within the framework
of the G20 group of indus-
trialised nations.

Trump wants to impose
duties on incoming steel
and aluminium. He also
threatened to levy a tax on
European cars e EU did
not remove tariffs and trade
barriers on a range of goods.
HReuters

Tariff backlash
a big worry for
Irish businesses

M Response of other trade blocs to US move will hurt

John Whelan
Analysis

US president, Donald
Trump, stunned the world by
slapping steep trade tariffs
on foreign steel and alumin-
ium, drawing protests across
the globe, amid fears of an
international trade war.

Continuing the sharp de-
parture from a decades-long
drive by the US for more
open, less-regulated trade,
he said that America had
been “ravaged by aggressive
foreign-trade practices”.

He announced tariffs of
25% on imported steel and
10% on aluminium, whic]
are used in everything from
cars to construction, roads to
railways. For Ireland’s inter-
national traders, there is not
so much concern about these
initial tariffs, but more about
the counter measures
of trading allies, whose
friendly agreements with the
US have been tossed aside.

Germany, which has a
large steel industry at risk,
was criticised by Mr Trump,
‘who revived a longstanding
gripe that European NATO
allies do not pay their fair
share. The German foreign
minister robustly replied:
“The EU must respond deci-
sively to US punitive tariffs,
which endanger thousands
of jobs in Europe.”

Japan said the moves may
gravely impact its economic
relationship with the US.
The real target of the tariffs

is China, which derided
them as “a serious attack on
the normal international
trade order”.

UK trade secretary, Liam
Fox, said the European
Commission will be direc-
ting the UK’s response to Mr
Trump’s steel tariffs, clarify-
ing comments made last
week, which suggested the
government was seeking a
separate exemption.

This latest trade dispute
must be cause for concern in
the UK, where prime min-
ister, Theresa May, has been
making strong pronounce-
ments on its ability to negoti-
ate an early free trade agree-
ment with the US, once
Brexit kicks in, next year.

ey now know that when
tariffs are needed to protect
American jobs and national
security, free trade agree-
ments count for nothing.

Europe has warned the US
will introduce retaliatory
tariffs against American
products, such as orange
juices from Florida and Cali-
fornia, Harley-Davidson mo-
torbikes, Levi clothing, and
Kentucky bourbon.

The last attempt by the US
to illegally protect its steel
industry was in 2002, when
George Bush was president.
The EU responded by intro-
ducing a long list of US prod-
ucts with a tariff value that
‘would recover the €2bn they
maintained was the cost of
meeting the US tariffs.

We can expect an equally
long list of products to be on
the EU retaliator list this
time. And, as happened in

2002, the US responded with
a rotating carousel of prod-
ucts other than steel to
which it applied import tar-
iffs.

This is the Jjustifiable con-
cern of Irish exporters, who
may get caught in the cross
hairs of a shoot-out between
the US, the EU, and other
trading blocks.

In Ireland, the 450 em-
ployees at Aughinish Alumi-
na plant, near Foynes, in
Limerick, will be concerned
that the dispute will put their
Jjobs at risk. That the owners
of Aughinish are the Russian
group, Rusal, is unlikely to
be seen in a favourable light
in Washington, amid claims
of Russian interference in
presidential elections.

But with the unpredictable
Mr Trump as head of state,
who knows? Rusal is the lar-
gest producer of aluminium
globally and its Irish facility
is the largest alumina re-
finery in Europe, with size-
able exports to the US

Meanwhile, US alumin-
ium producers have ap-
plauded the Trump support
tariff, and Century Alumi-
num have committed to rest-
arting one of their facilities,
which will add 150,000 tonnes
of capacity annually at its
smelter in Kentucky.

Propping up inefficient
plants with trade-protection-
ist measures has not worked
in the past , but when did
that get in the way of a good
political stunt?

B John Whelan is a leading
expert in Irish and international
trade.

Dynamic duo

Eimear McLoughlin and Anne Boyle of People 1st, which was among the 137 companies honoured by Deloitte in the 10th year of its Best
Managed Companies Awards programme. A total of 22 new companies were added to the Best Managed network at a gala event in the

Convention Centre, Dublin. The 137 firms honoured this year have a combined total turnover of €12bn.
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Irish startup makes same-day delivery a retail reality

Ruth Doris

There’s no doubt that online
shopping has changed the
face of the retail industry.
We can now order almost
anything from clothing to
holidays, electronics and
gifts from the comfort of our
couches.

Irish consumers spent
€5bn online in 2017, accord-
ing to the latest Consumer

arket Monitor.

While consumers have
embraced the convenience
of e-commerce, a huge draw-
back is the two to five days’
wait to have the purchased
item delivered, according to
Alan Hickey, co-founder of
same-day delivery service,
‘WeBringg.

“We live in a time of in-
stant gratification,” he said.

“Whether it's Paddy

Alan Hickey and Sean Murray of

WeBringg.  Picture: Orla Murray

Power on your phone or
Netflix or Just Eat. It's ‘give
it to me now’.”

The idea for WeBringg
was sparked during a con-
versation between lifelong

friends, Mr Hickey and his
co-founder Sean Murray at a
house party. The financial
adviser, who had forgotten
to buy his wife a birthday
present, was wondering why
can’t you buy stuff online
and get it delivered the same
‘way food gets delivered.

“It was that old cliché of
‘isn’t that brilliant idea so
simple?’. It was a case of
stepping back and looking
at something differently
and having that ‘ah ha’
moment,” Mr Hickey said.

Amazon already offers
a same-day delivery for
members of its Prime service
in the US and UK. It's only a
matter of time before the ser-
vice is introduced in Ireland,
Mr Hickey said. However, he
doesn’t see the service as a
direct competitor as Amazon
is a marketplace and

WeBringg is offering a
service to retailers. Chain
stores like Power City and
independent outlets, such as
flower shop Joy’s Flowers
and Martin’s Off Licence, as
well as online shop Gifts.ie
are already on board.

How retailers choose to
offer the service is up to
them, Mr Hickey says. Some
are offering it as an option at
checkout, while others are
advertising it on their web-
site as a unique selling point.
It charges a flat rate of €8.59
per delivery within 10km
and €1.35 per kilometre
thereafter.

WeBringg takes a commis-
sion from the charge, with
the lion’s share going to the
driver. This is a big incentive
to get drivers onboard the
Uber-style platform, he says.

Drivers are required to

pass background checks and
have complete flexibility
around when and how they
work. “We've everyone from
retirees, students, stay-at-
home parents who are doing
it after the school run. What
that gives us is a guaranteed
fleet because there’s always
soll]ﬂeone available to do the
Joi

As well as signing up
drivers, WeBringg is helping
to educate retailers about
how having a same-day
delivery option can differ-
entiate their brand from its
competitors. He said that
same-day delivery is not
replacing next day or two or
three-day service.

“It’s actually increasing
orders. It’s a different need.
Ifthat online store can’t send
it to me for four days, but
this one can send it in 90

minutes well T know where
I'm going to buy it,” he says.

He said WeBringg differs
from a traditional courier
service in a number of ways.
The platform can integrate
with any e-commerce
platform or app seamlessly
pulling data, such as
customer address, goods,
price, pick-up location and
order number.

Drivers are crowdsourced
making the platform easily
scalable, and the platform
is transparent; customers
get live tracking and direct
communication with the
drivers, with point-to-point
delivery.

The company launched in
2016 and received funding
from its Local Enterprise Of-
fice in Fingal which helped
increase its team from four
to 27. The startup is compet-

ing in the National Finals of
Ireland’s Best Young Entre-
preneur in April, and they're
also in the running for the
National Enterprise Awards.

WeBringg which has
just launched in Auckland,
New Zealand, operates in
eight cities in Ireland, UK,
Australia. Mr Hickey says
the company aims to in-
crease that number in 2018
up to 35.

Deliveries have grown
from being in the hundreds
at the end of 2016 to the
hundreds of thousands in the
last quarter of 2017, Mr
Hickey said.

ile WeBringg is cur-
rently an urban-centric ser-
vice, if retailers were to open
up local distribution hubs,
its technology would allow it
to be introduced in smaller
towns and rural areas.

Retail Excellence
appoints new boss

Retail representative body
Retail Excellence has said
Lorraine Higgins will take over
as chief executive in July. The
former senator, whose previous
roles included barrister and law
lecturer, will succeed David
Fitzsimons. Ms Whelan joined
Retail Excellence in January
2017 as head of public affairs,
and has been deputy chief
executive since July.

Irish-American
puts €1.5m in hotel

Irish-American hotelier Connie
O Reilly has said €1.5m has
been invested in the last year in
Co Cavan’s four-star Crover
House Hotel. Having increased
staff from 80to 120in 2017, the
hotel has invested €1.5m in

its renovation programme, he
said. The American-based
hotelier and restauranteur
bought the property in 1992.

William Fry head is
lawyer of the year

Managing partner of Dublin-
headquartered William Fry,
Bryan Bourke was named
European managing partner of
the year at The Lawyer Euro-
pean Awards 2018 in London.
The awards saw 200
submissions from 135 plus
firms in Europe in 24
categories. William Fry, has
around 460 staff. It also has of-
fices in London, New York, Sili-
con Valley and San Francisco.

New central bank
governor in China

China has named Yi Gang to
run its central bank, elevating a
long-serving deputy governor
with deep international links
to the forefront of efforts to
clean up the nation’s financial
sector.

M Tuesday, March 20:

M Central Bank announces its
counter cyclical capital buffer
for banks.

M Central Bank director of
policy and risk, Gerry Cross,
speaks at Dublin University
Law School.

M Bellway posts interim
earnings.

® Wednesday, March 21:

M Federal Reserve chair
Jerome Powell holds news
conference on US interest rate
decision.

M IFG posts full-year earnings.
W Kingfisher posts full-year
earnings.

M Thursday, March 22:

M Central Bank publishes
quarterly figures on residential
mortgage arrears and
repossessions.

 Oireachtas Finance
Committee hearing on
proposed sale of non-
performing loans to vulture
funds: Permanent TSB CEO
Jeremy Masding at 9.30am;
Allied Irish Banks CEO Bernard
Byrne at 11.30am.

M CSO publishes industrial
production figures for January.
M Friday, March 23:

M AIB shares trade
ex-dividend.

M Kingspan shares trade
ex-dividend.

Cork Chamber'’s March Business Breakfast
In association with the Irish Examiner

- Port of Cork in a Global Shipping Context
the Offshore and Energy Sector

- Port of Cork’s Transition from River Port to Deepsea Port

Brendan Keating,
Chief Executive, Port of Cork Company

www.corkchamber.ie

MEDIA PARTNER

Jrish Examiner

VENUE

Cork International Hotel

DATE

Thursday, March 22

TIME
7.30am - 9.00am

Tel

works for your business

policy

training
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Web www.corkchamber.ie
(021) 453 0146
Email donna@corkchamber.ie
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€50 non members

promotion

Cork
Chamber

international




PENN3 NMOATrOTOBWUJIA TPYIMIMA "What's News" VK.COM/WSNWS

|18| Finance

Irish Examiner
Monday, 19032018

Bigger
bite of
snack

market

Once the preserve of
athletes, protein bars
are going mainstream
and Kerry-based
Origin Bars are
capturing market
share, says

Trish Dromey

ITH the launch of a hand-

made, high protein, high

fibre snack bar, Kerry

entrepreneur Niall Harty
is aiming to take a bite out of Ireland’s
iast growing sports nutrition market.

“The protein bar market in Ireland

had been growing by 200% year on year
since 2015, but many of the bars on sale
are highly processed and contain artifi-
cial sweeteners. We believe there is an
opportunity to target health conscious
millennials with high protem bars that
are 100% natural,” he

Identifying this niche opportunity
prompted him to set up Origin Bars in
2016 and launch a range of three prod-
ucts. Now a finalist in this year’s Ire-
land’s Best Young Entrepreneur (IBYE)
competition, the company has a staff of
three and is currently listed in 41 Super-
Valu stores in Cork and Kerry while
also selling in some health food stores,
Spars and Centras.

“This month we signed an agreement
with a wholesale distributor which will
distribute our products to health food
stores around the country,” said Mr
Harty, who aims to see Origin Bars on
sale in 100 outlets by the end of this

ar.

‘With €15,000 Best Kerry Start win-
nings in the IBYE competition and sup-
port from both Enterprise Ireland and
the Kerry Local Enterprise Office, the
company is preparing for a move into a
6,500 sq ft facility next month which will
allow it to ramp up production and
develop sales.

A graduate with a BSc in manufac-
turing engineering management,

Mr Harty embraced a lifestyle change
in 2013 which resulted in him obtaining
a MSc in Food Science, Nutrition and
Health from UCD.

“In 2016, I researched protein bars
and the healthy snack market and de-
veloped seves rs,” says Mr Harty,
‘who used a priming grant from his local
LEO and a small bank loan to establish
his new company at a 1,000 sq ft unit at
The Kerry Food Hub in Firies last year.

In February, the SuperValu Food
Academy agreed to trial his bars in four
Kerry stores.

“We launched our bars in Tralee,
Dingle, Castleisland and Listowel in
February last year and in January this

year Superr
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Niall Harty, CEO, Origin Bars Entcrpnsc
is expanding his business. Ireland and

was also
selected to take part in Food Works —
an accelerator programme which helps
food companies to scale up and prepare
to export.

By the end of last year, Origin had a
staff of three, including one for produc-
tion. Ross McDowell, who previously
founded Stript Snacks, became a direc-
tor.

Because the bars are hand made, pro-
duction at Origin is a labour-intensive
process.

“Our products are hand rolled, hand
cut and packed by hand — we will con-
tinue with this until we build up the
business, but plan to seek investment
for equipment in the future, possibly
next summer,” said Mr Har'

He says that although protem bars
have been around since the 1980s, it is
only over the last five years that they
‘have gone from being products eaten by
athletes and bodybuilders to main-
stream food items, which consumers
see as a healthier option than confec-
tionery bars.

In an increasingly crowded market,
Mr Harty says Origin aims to differenti-
ate itself as a producer of “clean protein
bars”.

“Our product have real ingredients,
almond butter, premium grass-fed
whey protein and no artificial ingredi-
ents — they are not glorified chocolate
bars filled with palm oil and artificial
sweeteners,” he said.

The Origin Bars, which come in three
flavours, sell for €2.99, which Mr Harty
says is competitive given that protein
bars typically sell for between €2.50 and

3.50.

The company’s plans to move into a
larger unit at the Farranfore Industrial
Estate where it will have the capacity to
make several hundred thousand bars.
The goal for 2019 is a central listing with
SuperValu and by 2020, he says Origin
expects to be ready for export.

about doing

relationships

finance minister.

Pédraig Hoare: The Monday Interview

Mr Murray said: “I was asked by
Mitsui in Ireland to assist a man
named Takeshi Yakeda, and I

Doing business in
the Far East is all

business with equals,
Padraig Hoare is
told by a man known
as Mr Asia, who says
it will take time and
effort to cement

Treland with the language

barrier. Thirty years later,
Cork native Martin Murray is
known as Mr Asia for his expertise
in business on that continent.

The executive director and
co-founder of Ireland’s only Asian
think-tank, Asia Matters has
become one of the foremost author-
ities for Irish business looking to
expand in the likes of China, Japan,
Indonesia and The Philippines.

A non-profit and apolitical mem-
bership institute, Asia Matters
works in close partnership with
leading corporates and government
stakeholders. Chairman of Asia
Matters is Alan Dukes, former

e was asked to assist a Jap-
anese executive working in

people on the ground there, he says.

agreed. Getting to know Yakeda San
was unexpectedly wonderful. He

was a genius in his field yet was so
humble and respectful. I never met a
man so capable and so modest. We
became firm friends and I became
transfixed by the dignity of the Jap-

anese people.”

Jearning Asian philosophy from leg-
endary karate sensei Greg Manning
in Mayfield, Co Cork, as well
as Asian cultural expert Fr Joe
Rooney.

His fascination with Asian

=5

jaMatters

Asia Matters chief executive, Martin Murray. The group is Ireland’s only Asian think-tank. There are huge opportunities for Irish businesses in the Far East but we need

Businesses advised to look to the Eas

jace for Financial dervices

e culture eventually permeated his
Bishop- personal life — he married a Japan-
stown ese woman and jokes that his family
native is a “Little Japan in Ireland”.
began to  The potential for Irish business
a - immerse in lands like China, Japan, Korea,
( ] himself in Indonesia, Singapore and The Phil-
| - Asian cul- ippines is enormous, according to
ture, in- Mr Murray. With global business
cluding instability due to Brexit and the

Trump administration, many
executives in Asia are very ‘worried
about risk management in global
expansion, particularly in the West
which means Ireland can be a safe
haven for investment, he said.

It will take time and effort to
cement relationships but the shared
cultural nuances can work to
Ireland’s advantage, he said.

“This is not just about Ireland
selling to Asia. This is about the
broader European-Asian partner-
ship. You need to invest in China,
you need to put in time, go out there,
spend resources and most import-
antly find a good partner on the
ground. You get back what you put
in. It takes time and effort.

“Sometimes talking to Asians,
there is a perception that a colonial
mindset remains, with Westerners
engaged in the “let us educate you”
mode. There are many people in
Asia light years beyond us in

Asia Matters executive director Martin Murray, Minister of State for Financial
Services and Insurance Michael D’Arcy, and PwC managing partner Feargal 0'Rourke
at the launch of Asia Matters/ PwC report into Asian financial services.

relation to e-commerce and IT.
“You need policymakers, univer-
sities and all stakeholders to not
look to the past and say “this is the
way we have always done it”. You
need people who are dynamic and
forward-looking and action-orien-
tated. We can learn from each other.
“Irish people are halfway between
American and Asian. We have
individualism but we also have the

group collective. The philosophy of

Asia Matters is three words — re-
spect among equals. That should be
the beginning of any relationship.”
rade between Ireland and China
is now worth about €16bn, he said

and that means huge opportunities.

Irish food and drink exports to
China have increased sixfold in the
last six years. China has become the
third largest market for Irish food
and beverages, and the second for
Irish dairy and pork products.

Yet problems remain that need
action, he said. There is still a lack of
awareness of Ireland in Asia, while
other European countries are ahead
of the curve.

“We have one Bord Bia person in
Shanghai and one in Singapore.
We're competing against Denmark
who have 50 to 100. That’s just not
credible. IDA, Enterprise Ireland,

Thirty years of travelling back and forth to the Far East has given Martin Murray an
in-depth understanding of a vast region which is ripe with business opportunities

Picture: Maxwells

Bord Bia, Tourism Ireland. They are
doing a very good job and are very
ambitious with their targets, look-
ing to double trade with Asia in just
afew years. But to do that, they need
resources.

“When FAS went, we really threw
the baby out with the bath water. We
used to have engineering graduates
sent to Japan, who worked in the
best companies in the world. They
learned team spirit, corporate cul-
ture. This gave us inside ambassa-
dors in Japanese countries. Many
countries learned about Ireland
through these graduates for the first
time, including pharmaceutical
company Takeda. Greg Timmons
from Dublin became CEO in Ireland.
It was so successful, they opened a
second Dublin plant. We’re missing
that now,” he said.

An embassy in Manila, an Irish
version of the UK cultural institu-
tion British Council, and boosting
our financial services presence in
Asia, is critical, he said.

“I'd encourage financial services
in Beijing, Tokyo and Manila. An
embassy in Manila is crucial. We
need more staff on the ground in
China in relation to food, banking,
infrastructure. If we want Ireland to
win these contracts, we need people
there. Ireland always works better
when all agencies are working
together in one building. It is a
resource issue but it would be mar-
vellous to have an Irish version of
the British Council, under a Brand
Ireland.

Imbalance in economy still a concern

As employment in Ireland approaches
levels last witnessed in 2007, it is time to
reflect on the sustainability of the
country’s remarkable rebound.

Governor of the Central Bank, Philip
Lane, an economist by trade, was on
hand last week to acknowledge that
there have indeed been great strides
— and to add a few words of caution.

In a speech delivered at the Irish
Institute of European Affairs, Mr Lane
pointed out that the structure of our
2.2 million workforce is much more
balanced than it was a decade ago when
one in nine worked in construction.
Today, the corresponding figure is one
in16.

Numbers gainfully employed have
jumped 17% since 2012 while the
average working week has also risen —
from just under 35 hours to almost 37
hours.

This is happening at a time when the
eurozone has for now embarked on its
own recovery, with the jobless rate

falling from 12% to just over 9% in 2017.

However, amid the embryonic
celebrations comes the inevitable
words of warning.

As the ‘governor observes, the
Irish economy, small and open, is

“intrinsically volatile” and tail risks are
on the increase. He is an economist,
remember.

And here, he points to Donald
Trump’s tax reforms. The impact on
multinational treasury operations is
clear — the impact on productive
investment not yet so evident. There
are some worrying slgns that invest-
ment in key sectors is on hold.

Then there is the proposed tax on
digital operations, perhaps deserved
but hardly welcome from an Irish
perspective.

Mr Lane also cites the prospect of
more protectionist measures and
inevitably, there is Brexit and the
impact aiready on the UK pound which
is hitting exporters’ bottom lines.

“Any trade friction will reduce
long-term living standards. Resources
will have to be diverted to set up logis-
tics. There will be extra transit costs.”

Add to that greater difficulties in
accessing markets and a possible
shrinkage in the availability of
imported products and inputs.

The governor accepts that more
public spending and lower taxes may
be possible, but cautions that given our
high level of debt, the stage of the cycle

Strong support is needed for our domestic base through what looks set to be tricky times — a
challenge that could be as great as that of 2011, writes Kyran Fitzgerald

Central Bank governor Philip Lane: The Irish economy, small and open, i

and the tail risks, we should be aiming
for a fiscal buffer in the form of
surpluses. But do the voters and their
representatives possess the required
maturity?

Mr Lane welcomes the National
Development Plan and in particular,
the fact that the increase in spending is
to be gradual, reducing the risk of a
crowding out of other investment as
costs are bid up. In ramping up activity,
it is best not to slam the foot on the
accelerator.

The governor reviewed the state of
Irish banking and in a hard-hitting

aside, suggested that banks and their
senior managers were not delivering on
their promise to put the customer at the
top of their priority list.

SMEs have suffered more than most
from banking and other forms of
neglect, and as a result Ireland has
lacked the sort of regional industrial
spine of the sort that has existed in
western Germany since the 1950s.

Imbalances at the heart of Irish
business remain a source of ongoing
concern.

The chairman of the National
Competitiveness Council, Peter Clinch

ically volatile’ and tail risks are on the increase.
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wonders how Ireland can avoid another
boom to bust cycle. He talks of the need
to future- procl‘ our competitiveness,
and warns in effect that one leg of the
Irish business chair is wobbly.

Indigenous firms rely on a narrow
range of products and services and on a
small number of export markets.

Smaller firms, which provide the
bulk of the jobs , are less productive, far
less likely to invest in innovation and
less likely to afford the management
talent needed.

Mr Clinch’s warnings are backed up
in a recent ESRI publication by three

EU authors, Siedschlag, Di Ubaldo and
Koecklin.

They have examined productivity
among Irish firms and have concluded
that between 2008 and 2014 an already
large productivity gap between Irish
and foreign-owned firms with oper-
ations here widened, in most sectors.

In the top 10% of Irish-owned firms,
productivity grew between 2008 and
2014, rising by 20% in manufacturing
firms and by 10% in elite service
firms.

But among the bottom 90% of Irish
firms — the great majority — produc-
tivity actually fell by 5% among
services firms and by 4% in the case of
manufacturers.

Productivity among the top 10% of
overseas-owned firm jumped by almost
40%. In the case of non-EU foreign
owned manufacturers (mainly US the
increase was 90%), the engine room of
Irish manufacturing is dominated by a
small group of largely US-owned firms.

The researchers did note that while
most innovative activity is carried out
by overseas based firms, the record of
Irish firms is improving.

Not all innovation need be costly. In-
novation extends not just to products,
but also to processes, to the organi-
sation and to the marketing activities of
the firms involved.

Wages are now on the rise and the
latest CIPD survey indicates that wages
in SMEs last year jumped by almost 5%,
having previously lagged those of
larger firms.

As labour costs inevitably rise —no
bad thing in itself — the pressure on
owners and managers to boost produc-
tivity across a number of measures can
only grow and as we all know, it is
occurring at a time when many mar-
kets face the prospect of disruptior

It is imperative that state agencies,
industry groups and strong firms step
forward to support our domestic base
through what looks set to be tricky
times.

This challenge could be as great as
the task the then government faced
back in 2011 when it set out to rebuild
the wider macro-economy.
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Brazil tells markets it has improved meat safety standards

Anthony Boadle
and Ana Mano

Brazil has improved its food
safety standards and is
‘working with trade partners
to prevent importers from
banning Brazilian meat
products in the fallout from a
2017 plant inspection bribery
scandal, Agriculture Min-
ister Blairo Maggi has said.

Speaking to reporters on
the sidelines of the Latin

America World Economic
Forum in Sao Paulo, Maggi
said some meatpacking
plants could be banned by
importing countries due to
new investigations of plants
accused of evading safety
checks and bribing inspec-
tors to conceal problems.
Last week, Maggi’s minis-
try pre-emptively suspended
meat exports by plants in the
towns of Rio Verde and Mi-
neiros, in Goias state, and

Carambei, in Parana state.
All belong to food processor
BRF SA — the police’s main
focus in the third phase of
the so-called ‘Weak Flesh’
probe. The suspension con-
cerns shipments to 12 key ex-
port markets that require
specific controls for the Sal-
monella spp bacteria, includ-
ing South Africa, South
Korea and the EU.

“Europe is very critical of
Brazil since the first phase of

the Weak Flesh probe,”
Maggi said. “We’ve been tell-
ing them we raised the bar
and are enforcing stricter
controls.”

Asked whether the probe
could be expanded, Maggi
said that there are several
lines of investigation, and
new evidence may surface
from testimony given by in-
dividuals co-operating with
authorities through plea bar-
gain agreements.

Executives of BRF SA who
were released by police ten
days ago were fold by Bra-
zil's public prosecutor’s of-
fice that they will not be able
to return to their posts at the
company. A Brazilian judge
ordered their suspension
from their activities in the
company to avoid the risk of
them interfering with an on-
going investigation that they
engaged in fraud to evade
food safety inspections.

They were ordered to stay
away from the company and
any establishments BRF
dealt with, including labs.
Police had arrested former
BRF CEO Pedro Faria, the
company’s former vice presi-
dent Helio dos Santos and
other executives on charges
that they knew the company
engaged in fraud to evade
food safety inspections.

All six people were set free
in the past week.

BRF shares posted their
biggest loss ever on the Sao
Paulo stock exchange after
the arrests that compounded
concerns about the firm’s
leadership after a 1.1bn reais
(€275m) loss last year in the
fallout from the ‘Weak Flesh’
investigation into alleged
bribery of food-sanitation in-
spectors at BRF and other
Brazilian food processors.

Major shareholders have
been pushing to replace the

entire BRF board and chair-
man Abilio Diniz, a billion-
aire retail magnate, in the
wake of last year’s scandal.
Faria, BRF’s chief execu-
tive between 2015 and 2017,
and Dos Santos, who re-
signed last week as BRF’s
vice president of global oper-
ations, had spent the week in
police custody with four
other company officials in

Curitiba, Parana state.
— Reuters

Fisheries fight
tough in face
of Brexit threat

The fact that Brexit draft
guidelines specifically cite a
requirement for fisheries to
be included in a Free Trade
Agreement is an extremely
welcome breakthrough.

Years hence, March 2018
may be seen as a defining
month in the development
and sustainability of Irish
fisheries. Against all odds,
we have managed to secure a
commitment in the new draft
guidelines, published by the
European Council in the last
fortnight. Major industry
concerns of avoidance of sep-
aration from other sectors as
well as the retention of exist-
ing reciprocal access to fish-
ing waters and resources are
fully and unequivocally re-
cognised in that draft text.

he draft guidelines,

which sketch out the likely
course of negotiations on the
future relationship between
the EU and the UK, make
specific reference fo fisher-
ies in article seven which
states: “Trade in goods, with
the aim of covering all sec-
tors, which should be subject
to zero tariffs and
no quantitative
restrictions with
appropriate ac-
companying
rules of origin. In
this context,
existing recipro-
cal access to fish-
ing waters and
resources should
be maintained.”

This good news
comes on top of
the transitional
guidelines from
the council on Ja-
nuary 29, which
stated that in the transition
period: “Specific consul-
tations should also be fore-
seen with regard to the fixing
of fishing opportunities
(total allowable catches) dur-
ing the transition period, in
full

respect of the union acquis.”

In conjunction with our
European Fisheries Alliance
(EUFA) colleagues, the Killy-
begs Fishermen'’s Organi-
sation has lobbied intensely
to have these key commit-
ments included both in the
transitional arrangements
and in the phase two trade
negotiations. The European
Fisheries Alliance, a coali-
tion of fishing fleets in nine
EU countries — including
Ireland — directly impacted
by Brexit, accounts for some
18,000 fishermen with an
annual turnover of €20.7bn.

And EU chief negotiator
Michel Barnier reiterated
his message that the issue of
fisheries can’t be addressed
in isolation from the wider
trade agreement, which is
what KFO and EUFA have
stated from the outset. We
both firmly believe that the
unique nature of fisheries, a
shared resource, must be
considered within the con-
text of wider trade relations
as has now been set out in
the draft guidelines.

Sean 0'Donoghue,
KillybegsFishermen’s
Organisation CEQ

The KFO has always main-
tained that the €1.15bn Irish
fishing industry which sus-
tains more than 14,500 jobs,
must be a top priority for our
Government as Ireland faces
the enormity of Brexit draw-
ing ever closer. The level of
uncertainty and the scale of
the challenge facing Irish
fishermen has been causing
the industry many sleepless
nights since the British voted
for Brexit on June 23rd, 2016.

With Ireland sharing 47
out of its 50 Total Allowable
Catches (TACs) and quotas
stocks with Britain, it stands
to reason that Ireland would
suffer disproportionately if
talks on fisheries were ever
separated from trade talks .
As the map below outlines,
our industry is entwined
with Britain like no other,
‘with our two biggest fisher-
ies, mackerel and nephrops,
inextricably linked.

Earlier this month, I be-
lieve Theresa May jumped
the gun in reassuring British
fishermen they would be
able to have “fairer” access
to UK waters
once Brexit was
agreed. She said:
“We are also
leaving the Com-
mon Fisheries
Policy. The UK
will regain con-
trol over our do-
mestic fisheries
management
rules and access
to our waters.”

UK Environ-
ment Secretary
Michael Gove
and other Brex-
iteers cam-
paigned on the promise of
“taking back control” of Brit-
ish waters. We were never
going to stand idly by and
allow this to happen.

EUFA is setting any inter-
nal grievances regarding the
Common Fisheries Policy
aside to present a united
front to lobby to protect the
industry. It has engaged with
all EU heads of Government,
as well as Task Force 50 (TF
50) headed by Michel Barnier
and the European Commis-
sion, calling for fisheries to
be explicitly included in the
negotiation mandate to guar-
antee mutual access to tradi-
tional fishing grounds, pres-
ervation of the current dis-
tribution of TAC and quotas
as well as maintaining the
existing trading arrange-
ments post Brexit.

By way of conclusion, I'd
like to acknowledge the role
played by Agriculture Min-
ister Michael Creed and his
officials in making this vital
progress. It is now impera-
tive that the minister fight to
ensure the commitments set
out in the draft text are re-
tained in the final document
tobe agreed at council by the
end of the month.

We cannot afford to con-
cede a single inch as these
extremely important negoti-
ations reach a finale.

UK EEZ almost 33% North East Atlantic Waters

T all began in Ladys-
bridge, Co Cork,
nearly four years ago,
when Karen O’Dono-

Unveiling the 2018 Cottage Market Fund is GIY executive and founder of The Cottage Market Karen 0'Donohoe, with Cottage Marketers Sue Parsons, Betty Brosnan, Trudi 0’ Regan, Fiona Whelan, Eamonn McCarthy,
Nora Cunningham, James Nichola, Marie 0'Mahony, Louise Cuddihy, and Siobhan Doherty. Community groups are now invited to apply for supports worth €30,000. Apply at thecottagemarket.ie by March 23.

Cottage industry’s tasty success

Ray Ryan reports on the success of The Cottage Market, a project
which is reconnecting people with real food by growing their own

hoe growers,
carvers, knitters, and
bakers to set up Ireland’s
first cottage market.

Farmers markets have
been a feature of life across
the country for many years,
but the concept of a cottage
market is different.

It brings hobbyists and
amateur producers from a
local community together to

hidd

through growing, cooking,
and eating locally and sea-
sonally. It is continuously
seeking and finding new
ways to put homegrown,
and homemade, back in the
heart of communities.

GIY says each market is
unique because itis a reﬂecr

their
skills and talents in areas
such as growing, sewing or
baking. Today it is part of
GIY, the not-for-profit social
enterprise which is dedi-
cated to supporting people
to grow some of their own
food at home, school, work
or in the community.

Founded by Michael Kelly
in Waterford in 2008, GIY
will this year support over
540,000 growers and 5,000
community food groups and
projects across Ireland,
Britain and beyond, with
the ultimate aim of creating
anetwork of 1m GIYers
worldwide.

A four-acre site at Ard-
keen, Waterford, is the GIY
HQ and the location of its
national food education
centre, which incorporates
a grow school, farm shop,
cookery school, a café and
training gardens.

e Cottage Market
project aims to reconnect
people with real food

tion of the

which it is located. And itis
not confined to food pro-
ducers. Crafters, jewellers,
carvers, cooks, and knitters
in their local area are wel-
come to join.

Funding from The Ireland
Funds and the Ulster Bank
Skills and Opportunities
Fund have helped 18 com-
munities across the island
of Ireland to set up their
own local Cottage Markets
in recent years.

A €30,000 fund has just
been unveiled by GIY with
the support of The Ireland
Funds to set up 10 new cot-
tage markets in 2018. Last
year, the fund supported 15
‘markets, many of which be-
came the catalyst of at least
16 new enterprises.

GIY is now inviting com-
munity groups to avail of
start-up funding in order to
set up and run their own
cottage market at the centre
of communities with the
added bonus of supporting

@@GIY is now inviting community
groups to avail of start-up funding
to set up and run their own Cottage
Market at the centre of communities

new business start-ups,
resulting in job creation.

aren O’Donohue, GIY’s
head of community develop-
ment and founder of The
Cottage Market, said the 15
markets established in 2017
are in resilient towns and
villages.

They were keen to come
together and tackle their
Own community’s over-re-
liance on what is predomi-
nantly mass-produced and
imported food.

“And for each of these
communities, it has been a
huge success,” said
O’Donohue. “The orga-
nisers behind these markets
tell us that this initiative has
resulted in the establish-
ment of new enterprises,
which have all created jobs.

“This is a truly incredible
success. It firmly proves the
ever-increasing interestand
demand from Irish con-

sumers for locally grown
and locally sourced food and
it is something we hope to
build on again in 2018.”

Caitriona Fottrell, direc-
tor at The Ireland Funds,
said it is delighted to sup-
port the work of GIY’s Cot-
tage Market initiative.

‘GIY has been a trans-
formative movement in Ire-
land, not only developing
community-led markets,
but also developing micro-
businesses, and developing
opportunities for commu-
nities to socialise,” she said.

“Through a flagship grant
investment we made in 2016,
we are proud to have sup-
ported the development of
15 new and thriving cottage
markets in just two years.

“We look forward to find-
ing out which new commu-
nities will be re-energised in
2018 through GIY’s Cottage
Market fund.”

Applications are now
being accepted online via
thecottagemarket.ie and
giy.ie. The successful appli-
cants will be awarded with
a tailor-made training pro-
gramme, to ensure the
success and longevity of the
markets.

Experts in social enter-
prise, marketing, finance
and food will deliver train-
ing on key modules includ-
ing how to set up and run a
viable community market,
how to grow food for a mar-
ket and training on how to
successfully market thenew
community-led venture.

The deadline for appli-
cations is March 23.

The groups behind the
10 new markets will be se-
lected by March 30, with
their training programme
set to take place at the home
of GIY ‘Grow HQ’ in Water-
ford on April 14.

Meanwhile, 43,000
children in Ireland and
116,000 children in Britain
will this year learn how to
grow their vegetables as
part of another initiative —
the Innocent big Grow —
which shows children how
to grow their own food. GIY
founder Michael Kelly said
it works with teachers and
educational specialists to

develop a series of detailed
lesson plans that provides
credible and engaging
content for teachers to use
in the classroom.

“Over the years we have
repeatedly seen how even
the simplest food-growing
experience can make
children passionate about
what they eat, and see them
develop a greater under-
standing and food em-
pathy,” said Mr Kelly.

“Innocent, the smoothie
brand, and GIY have cre-
ated the big grow to encour-
age school kids to get out-
side, stick their hands in
some mud and learn about
the benefits of healthy eat-
ing. We want everyone to
have those all-important
memones of growing their
own.”

Since its inception in 2009,
GIY and Innocent have fa-
cilitated hundreds of thou-
sands of children in growing
their own food through the
supply of seeds, grow pots,
compost along with expert
growing advice and tips.

It says the children not
only learn the science of
growing, the<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>